II.. Donald and J. F. Flarvey of
Bagkatchewan are att the King
d.

jatson and wife, of Edmomniton
aying at the Metropole, Van-

McPherson, M.P.P., for Stony
willl spend the week end at
me.

rou, building contractor - at
ille, is stopping at the Imper-
ay.

McDonald leaves today fer a
feeks holiday at her home in
sin. .

leod, real estate agent, Regina
ity visitor today. Hae is atthe
es.

. Milne of Muniareissrending
iday= with, friends here. She is
Cec'l. :

. H. Cushing dt Calgary has
quarters at the Cecil during
lasion.

Manuel spent a few days with
al friends last week ‘en route
w York.

Norman Murray of Vermil-
n Edmonton visitor today. He
ping at the Alberta.

Garrett of Lamont is with
on friends today. She is re-
d at the King Edward.

McDonald arrived home on
y from an extended visit with
at St. John and Halifax,

ustin of Calgary, manager of
ons for the International Har-
Co., for Southern Alberta, is
cecil today.

tyre, Vegreville’s leadingreal
Cealer, along with Jog. -Ro-
pf the same town, are at ths
today. e

. McLeod, who has been away
juver for some time, is expect-
couver for some time, id ex-
home today.

shing oriuw( Bros., reach-
onton {olday dfier a business
some weeks at Vancouver and
B. C. points.

rdett of the firm of Bupdett
br, building contractor, Lloyd-
. ,is in the city today, htyhe

He is accompanied by E. J.

s College
For Lethbridge

dge, Jan. 31.—The plan t& cs-
ladies’ coliege hers, aakthe
of a meeting of leadin it-
d recently, i3 meetihg ith
At the meeting, over
Conybeare, K.C., presidedf
man, superintendent of

, Jaid th> propositig

gathering, explaining

but two colleges in
present time open to

e Alberta college at i

St. Hildas at Calgar

time was opportune i es-
e in Southern AlbertasfThe
though under the reljgisus
bf the Presbyterian ch@rch,
undenominational a3 f4r as

DDLESEX DATE SET.

on for the Legislature on
February 20th.

Jan. 31—The date of.the
dlesex bye-election for ‘the
has been fixed for Fépru-
ninations take place 8 e

$1.00 Iso’t Much

but it will buy a ten round box of
splendid cooking figs.

ariepy G Lessard

@ dmoanton

A,
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D. Fraser & Co.

Manufacturer of all kinds of Spruce Material

We have stocked up for

the coming season in

all kinds of the

Best Quality of

B. C. Material

All orders attended to promptly.

Telephones:--Mi

Il 5a, Town bb.

Branch Yard Vegreville

oK R KK IR ok R K oK ok kK ok

HOT DRINKS

Ladies visiting the city on
shopping  expeditions should
not fail to call ai

HALLIER & ALBRIDGE’S
TEA ROOMS

and try on? of their nice pots
of TEA or a nice hot cup of

BOYRIL

elways made fresh at

|
|
|
\
1

3 sk e s o o oK R ook oK o o KR KOR P O o A R R oKk K

HALLIER & ALDRIDGE,

Bakers and Confectioners,
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“The MANCHESTER HOUSE

ESTABLISHED 886.

MITTS AND GLOVES
We have jusir eczivad a chis-
ment of manufacturer’s sam-
ples in mitts and gloves
These were bought at, a o
cial ¢ixcount, which enablecs
us to give you very extira va-
lue.

" CALL AND SEE THEM

OVERSHOES AND RUBEBRS
We are still showiag\ a com-

- plete range of overshocs, rub-

bers and felt shoes.
THE PRICES ARE RIGHT

W. Johnstone Walker & Go.

267 Jaspan ‘Avenue East.

(o

The Western Canada Land
Company, Ltd.

LANDS FOR SALE

in the following thriving districts: Spruce Grove, Stoney Plain, Inde-
pendence, Edison, Fort Saskatchewan, Bruderheim, Ross Creek, Mun-
dare, To'leld, Vegreoville, Innisfree and Vermill'on.

For maps, prices, literatureand terms, apply to

GEO. T. BRAGG, Local Agent,

P.O. Box 66

Edmonton, Alta.

P o e e L e e

YOU CANNOT GET AWAY FROM IT

GOOD LUM

BER PAYS

We have onhand thq ‘largest stock
of )

HIGH GRADE LUMBER

we have ever carried. We have also
a good supply of

B. C.Common Lumber

which is good value at the price. And
we are still headquariers for

Windows, Doors, Laths,
Shingles, Etc.

Cushing Bros., Co., Limited

Edmnton, Strathcona,

Ft. Saskatchewan, Etc.

Standard Patterns

10c an'd 15¢c

J. H* MORRIS

| - Standard Patterns
10c and 156¢

& GO,

Ladies, Misses and giris sweaters
and golfers in all colors.

Dress goods In winter weights, In
evrey shade, selling &t big reduc-
tions

STOCK-TAKING NOW IN FULL SWING

Winter Goods Going at Reduced
Prices

Ladies fur coats, fur lined coats and
cloth coats only a few left. These
must bz gold if prices will do it.

Only a fewl adies Mocha mitts, silk
stock, wool lined ,all eizes ,regular
prize $1.25, yours for T76c.

We also have a large stock of
selling at last year’s prices.

wool blankets andquilts. These are

2 ¢

(Tuesday’s Daily)
Last night should be regarded as an

Legislature of Alberta.
general explained to the House the
terms of the new High Court and
Distriet Courts Act. From the earl-
| iest time in the history of the North-
wesy the administration of justice has
been executed by what were merely
provisional courts, to be
in duz time by the regularly consti-

superseded

tuted judicial machinery, and juris-

|
! ; ¥
itl e terms of the British North Am-
| eriea Act. It is a far ery from the

lirect, single-handed administration
! of the laws of the land by the Hud-
son’s Bay factor to the complex jud-

arr

icial system crea‘ed by Attorney Gen-
eral Cross’ bill instituting the High
Court of Justice of th
Alberta.
ly in outward form both systems’ re-

Province of

Though differing very wide-

semble each otier in iwp
erence for law and order that ig the

ing a rev-

first attorney general of Alberta takes
his place among the legislators eof
Canada, and whatevér change or am-
endm nt the original act shall, it shall
always bear the impress of the hand
that firet fashioned it.

The act is modelled after the High
Court* of England. The judges exer-
cis2 and enjoy all the rights, privil
eges and immunities of the judges of
Her Late Majesty’s Superior Courts

tice of England. The attorney gen-
eral explained the bill at some length
address the

speech. In rising to

applause,.

THE SPEECH.

Mr. Speaker:—

In the act, known as the Alberta
act, which came into forea in Sept.,
1505, constituting this province, a
provision was made that the Legisla-
lature of the Province of Alberta
might abolish the Supreme Court of
the Northwest Territories, and a fur-
ther revision was made whereby the
Legislature of the Provine eof Alberta
would have the right to constitute
new courts.

Purnose of the Bill.

The purpose of the District Court
Act, in conjunction with the High
Court Aet, ic to establish in the Pro-
vince c¢f Alberta the judicial - ma-
chinery which was contemplated in
the original constitution of the Pro-
vine:, and as the formation of the
two courts, which are provided for in
these acts as a whole ‘go to make up
the judicial machinery in Alberta. I
thought it advisable to address my-
self upon the introduction of the bill
now befare the House to the general
question not only of the formation
of District Courts, but of the High
Court of Alberta, so that in this way
the whale matter might be tygated in-
telligently by this House.

Princinle of Bill.

The Government have thought it
well to introducz the Districy Couit
Act.at the present time, because the
principle involved in that bill is the
distinguishing feature between the
judicial system of this Province as it
has existed up to the present time
and that systam whizh is contemplat-
ed by the District Court Act and by
the High Court Act.

Details.

The details of the bill, sir, can be
more conveniently and more easily
discussed when we consider it in
committee. Our businecsz at the pres-
ent time is with the principle of the

~
/

tracts Abolished

historic night in the history of the |
The attorney |

diction delegated to the provinces by

abidiug glory of all gitizens who live |
ander tie British constitution. The

of law and equity, and all the associ- |
ate courts of the High Court of Jus- |

in a carefully arranged and forceful |

tories, including the

Act Introduced Creating
‘High Court of Justice

Attorney-General Cross Introduces Act in Forceful Speech o i i, s
--Provisien for Cheap and Expeditious Litigation---A
Chief Justice, Four Puisne and Five Junior
Judges for Alberta---Acceleration
~ Clause of Mortgage Con-

C. W. CROSS,
Attorney General of Alberta.

bill,
As you are all aware, up to the pres-
ent time there has been but one Court

. . i of Justice in the North-West Terri-
House he was greeted with unstinted ros
ories,

known as the Supreme Court

North-West Territories, and
constituted as a court under the
North-West Territories Act, the Act

of the

i under which for a numb2r of years

the whole of the «North-West Terri
present Prov
inces of Alberta and Saskatchewan

| opera-d until the passing of the Act

commoniy known as the Autonomy
Bills.

The Supreme Court of the Nort:
West Territories has dealt and today
d:als with all manner of actions, be
they large or be they sma!l. An action
for one dollar; an aclion for $10, o
an action for $1,000, is brought today
in the same Court. There is, howev
one very slight distinction, and that
is in connection with- the scale of
costs. In claims of $100 or lass @
simpler procedure has been provided
and Gthe fees in cases of this class are
adjusted upon a lower scale than in
costs of actions involving more than
this amount; also in actions ranging
in amounts betwzen $100 and  $200
there is a lower scale of costs than in

actions above that amount.

Result of Present Svystem.

Owing to the large increase in pop
ulation during the last three or four
years, the tzrritory now constiluted
as the Province of Alberta has becn
rapidly settling up, and as a result
the time of the judges of the Supreme
North-West Terrvtories
has been to a very large degree occu-
pi2d in the trial of small debt cases.
At the last sittings of the Supreme
Ceurt™in the -city of Edmonton con-
sid:rable more than one-half of the
cases on the docket were cases whic'
in any other in Canada
would have been relegated to a court
of inferior jurisdiction. As a result
of this the judges of the Supreme
court of the North-West Territories
are not only in the first

court of the

province

instance
overworked, but thcy are unable to

dévote a proper ghare of their time '

in the consideration of judgments in
cases of great importance.to the liti-
gants. This disadvantage is felt very

keenly not only by the litigants and
the judges themselves, but from a
standpoint of public convenience a
very much more serious state of af-
fairg exists in consequencz of the
present state of the court system.

Presant Small Debt System Defective.

The disadvantages to which I re-
ferred are the impracticability and
ftentimes impossibility of any per-
son in the outlying districts of the
province and even in the more settled
ind  thickly populated districts and
along the lines of railway obtaining
~1»M'11:\' justice in small debt cases. I
un. of the opinion that proper pro-
vision for the trial of small debt cases
is the most important feature of a well
regulated judicial system. It is a
matter of common knowledge in the
Province of Alberta that a very great
number of cases in which parties feel
themselves aggriaved are mneveru
brought to trial, because the amount
involved would not justify the begin-
ning of an action at law which might
have to be carrried to a place some
hundreds of miles distant from the
place where the cause of action arose
and where the litigants are residing.
Every barrister in the Province of
Alberta will agree with me when I
that barristers in fhis province
duling the last four or five years ,have
been in the habit of advising their
clients not to -bring small debt ac-
tions but rather to suffer an injustice
than to run the risk of having to pay
large costs.

Obiect of District Courts.

The principal object of establishing
the Distriet Courts in the Province is
to inaugurate a system whereby the
judges of that court will travel
through their districts and hear the
complain’s of any persons who think
themselves zlgg'ric\'vd, and give jus-
It will be ar-
ranged that the judges make circuits

tice to such persons.

of their districts every six weeks or
two months, covering all the import-
ant points within such distriets and
hearing at the place where the dis-
pute arcse any causes brought before
ttem for trial. At the present time
it would be quite impossible for the
judges of the Supreme Court, of the

North-West Territories to attempt to
cover the smaller towns and villages
i in the Province and to bring justice
to the doors of the people of the coun-
| try, but under the District Court Act
this plan, will not only be feasible
but will be eminently practicable,and
will be put into force as soon as the
judges of the courts are appointed by
the Federal Government. At the
present: time the expenses of trying a
small debt case sometimes hundreds
of miles from where the dispute arose

force collection of their claims,and the
| purpose of this judicial system should

be to. bring justice as near to the

doors of the people of the province
| a8 “possible;” and make it" 85 chaap,
| easy and quick to obtain as it is pos-
{ sible to make it.

Old and New System.

The primary difference between the
old judicial system and the new one,
as set forth in these acts, is to make
it as- easy, cheap and quick as pos-
sible to obtain speedy jusice.

A Larger Judiciary Needed.

I have desire to refer particularly
to the need in this province of a larg-
er judiciary than that which it has
at the present time, and in this con-
nection it may be of inferest to you
to® know that wupon the basis of
population the Province of Alberta is
entitled, as compared with the other
provinees of Canada, to ten judges,
and upon g basis of area, this prov-
ince would be entitled to a very much
larger number. It is quite clear to
anyone who is intelligently informed

Province of Alberta, that it requires

a larger number of judges to cover

province is very widely diffused.
tant places from the railways in the
well grounded hope that before very
long these places will be tapped by
a railroad and thereby rendered just
as accessble as any other part of the
province. The result of this has been
that small communities have grown
up, and today are growing up al: over
the province, oftentimes
ances apart, and in order to serve a
province so settled properly, it is per-
fectly clear that a larger judiciary
in proportion to its population is re-
quired than in such a province, as
for example, British Columbia, where
the population is centralized to a
great extent in the cities of Vancou-
ver and Victoria, and in a number of
smaller cities and towns immediately
along the line of railway.

Tt might be of interest to compare
the number of judges in British Co-
lumbia with the number of judges
which we are asking the Dominion
Government to give us under the Dis-
trict and High Court Acts. In the

+year 1901 the population of British

Columbia at the taking of the census
was some 7,000 less than the present
population of Alberta, and at that
time there were in the Province of
British Columbia five Supreme Court
pudges and ten County Court judges,
making in all fifteen judges or one
each to every 12,000 of a population.

Ten Judges for Alberta.

It is therefore quite clear that if
this Legislature sees fit to adopt the
bills submitted by the Government
and provides for the construction of
the Distriet Court of Alberta; which
involves the appointment of five Dis-
trict Court judges, and also for the
construction of the High Court of
Alberta to be composed of five High
Court judges, making in all tén judg-
es, the request which is thereby made
to the Federal Govrnment to fill these
offices is in view of the circumsances
circumstances prevailing in the pro-
vince amply warrant.

The design and object of the Dis-
trict Court Act, as I have said, is to
make it easier, cheaper and simpler
for a creditor to obtain redress against
his debtor, or for two parties who
have a dispute to have that dispute
settled iudicially.

Courts of Justice Exist for Two
Purposes.

Courts of justice in any country ex-
ist for two purposes and their func-
tions with regard to each of these
purposes should always be kept sep-
arate and distinct. One of these pur-
poses is to permit the enforcement
of admitted claims or demands, and
the other and quite different function
is to- decide disputed claims or de-
mands. I trust that such design wiit
be realized in the Acts which are now
before the House, and on the one
hand make it easier and cheaper for
one man, who has an undisputed
claim speedily, and on the other hand,
to give every facility to two or more
persons who happen to be engaged
in a dispute, which calls for judicial
adjudication, to have the merits of

as to the condition of affairs in the :

this province in an efficient way than |
perhaps in any other province, for |
the reason that the settiement in this

Settlers are taking up land in far dis- |

long dist- |

that dispute fully and completely
laid before the court, and to have
ample time and opportunity giveh
for the presentation of each side of
the facts and arguments going to sus-
tain their respective contentions, as
well as ample time and opportunity,
afforded the judges, who are called
upon to decide such disputed cdases,
0 come to a conclusion after due
consideration of not only the facts
of the case, but of all the law bearing
thereon. This is the only way in
which litigants will be satisfied after
the decision is arrived at in any case
in which they might be engaged, and
it must be borne in mind that it is
of just as much importance that these
disputed cases, where there is a real
and substantial “-question of debt,
should be properly and carefilly de-’
termined as it is in the other class
of cases, namely, those in which no
dispute arises, that every facility,
should be afforded to a speedy realiz-
ation of the admitted elaim of the
creditor as against his debtor.

Perfection Not Claimed.

I do not claim for these Aects that
they are by any means perfect, but I
do say that they have been given
most careful, and: I hope sound con-
sideration, and that whatever defects
exist in them will be remedied as
they appear from time to time.

District Courts—Amount Limited to
$400.00.

It is the design of the Act now be-
fore the House that there shall be a
District Court in each judicial dis-
triet of the province, with a juris-
diction limited to cases involving not
more than $400.00. You are all aware
that since the formation of this Gov-
ernment we have established in the
Province of Alberta five judicial dis-
tricts where formerly there were three
—beginning at the south there is the
Lethbridge Judicial District, having
its judicial centre at the city of Leth-
bridge. There is also the Judicial
Disirict of Macleod, the Judicial Dis-
trict of Calgary, the Judicial District

| of Wetaskiwin and the Judicial Dis-
| trict of Edmonton. Now in
| other province in Canada, save only

every

in Saskatchewan there exists two
classes of courts, namely, a Superior
and an inferior court. For example,
in Ontario at the present time the
jurisdiction given to the County
Courts extends to_cases involving
$600. In British Columbia, the juris-
diction of the County Courts is very
much wider, but owing to the ecir-
cumstances in this province, the Gov-
-rnment having thought the matter
out well, have come to the conclusion
to not at the present time give the
District Courts a larger jurisdiction
than the sum of $400.

The question of “the limits of the
jurisdiction of these District Courts
has been a matter of very serious
consideration by the Government. It
has been suggested on the one hand
that this limitation of $400.00 is too
small, and that here exists no reason
why it should not be jncreased to the
sum of_ssos, corresponding with the
juiisdiction exercised by the County
Courts of Ontario to-day. On the
other hand, it has been very strongly
urged that the jurisdiction of $400 is
too large, and that it. would be ad-
visable to limit it to $250 or $300.

[ may say that as this Province is
at present constituted-it would give
the District Courts too muach work in
comparison with the work of the High
Court to extend the jurisdiction to
$600. The difference between $400
and $600 would include a very large
number of cases which’ would swing
the balance of work. too strongly in
favor of the District Courts. I say
this because I have made examina-
tion into the various cases tried at
the different sittings of the Supreme
Court of the North-West Territories,
during the past year, and I find that
this is the case.

I might also point out that it is
only a short time ago that the juris-
diction of the County Courts in On-
tario was $400, and-it has only been
in very recent years that this juris-
diction has been extended to $600 in
very many cases. I have no doubt
in my mind that when the settlement
in the Province justifies it; it will be
a wise provision to increase the jur-
isdiction of these District Courts; but
for the present I think that the figure
at which the Government has placed
the jurisdiction of these Courts for
all purposes, namely $400, is the pro-
per figure at which to place it.

District Courts Unique.

In one very important particular
the District Courts in Alberta will be
unique. They will be able to try all
classes of cases of every nature, kind”
and description, so long only as the
claim or demand for relief does-not
exceed this amount.. In Ontario for
instance, as in the other Provinces,
there are certain very important ex-

Continued on Page Seven




