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The Federal Parliament.

The present political situa-
tion is perhaps the most in-
teresting in the lifetime of
this government. Sir Wil-
frid Laurier finds himself up
against the stone wall of un-
yielding opposition to the re-
ciprocity pact and will be
forced to go to the country in
order that the opinion of the
people may be expressed at
the polleon the most impor-
tant question which has loom-
up in Canada since confeder
ation. Mr. Borden’s enthusi-
astic reception in the western
provinces aod the anxiety
shown by the farmers to hear
both sides of the question
have strengthened the hands
of the opposition who have
maintained from the first that
so vital a question should re
ceive the verdict of the men
with the ballot, It has mne-
ver been the custom of Sir
Wilfrid to take the people in-
to his confidence. On the
naval policy he refused to
take their judgment and so
on this reciprocity issue af-
fecting as it does the national
and economic destiny of the
Dominion he fears to trust the
people. But unless all the
signs of the political times
fail Sir Wilfrid Laurier will
have to take the plunge in
the uncertain waters of the
general election. Mr. Bor
den promised the men of the
west that he would do every-
thing in his power to ensure
that they had a chance of vot
ing on reciprocity before the
agreement came into effect
aud since the house has met
after its two months recess the
opposition has gone on calm-
ly discussing this feature of
the agreement when it has
been brought up for consid-
eration by the government.

When parliament reassem-
bled the 18 Mr.
Fielding again brought re-
the
debate thereon was resumed,
First however the opposition
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seryices of the patriots who
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thatit has been permitted to
itself into a cocoon of]
confusion in order that there
may be no possibility of re-
distribution before the elec-
tions. Mr. Fisher admitted
in the House when pressed by
Mr. Borden that there was
no possibility of the final
count being known before
October and there is every
likelihood of the elections be-
ing over by that time. If
there is no redistribution be
fore elections and the west is
thus deprived of the increased
representation to which it is
undoubtedly  entitled  the
blame will rest on the shoul
ders of the government.
Last March Mr. Borden sug
gested that the census taking
be commenced on April 1st
instead of June 1st., and thus
get the final count in by Au-
gust 1st. Then bring in their
redistribution bill and go to
the country on the reciprocity
issue. This plan was ignored
by Laurier. The responsibi-
lity therefore for the present
condition under which the
election will be held on the
old census of ten years ago
lies wholly with the weak
politician who by his blunders
and opportunism has brought
this country to the verge of
the quagmire of discontent,

Wednesday was another
day of the curious struggle,
quiet listless. perfunctory and
yet with a touch of grimness
which so far has been the
note of this revived session.
What actually happened was
that members talked of vari-
ous subjects until about 5.30
o'clock and that from j5.30
o'clock until the hour of ad
journment, certain Conserva-
tives delivered speeches upon
reciprocity. Values shift and
change strangely. Really the
most interesting things of
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the day took place in the mis-
cellaneous performance, of
the afternoon. We learned
something about the census,
and the government made in
teresting announcement of a

lard Cartwright.
| Allan Aylesworth had looked

“We won't answer because
you are obstructing.” What
happened was that J. D.
Taylor, of New Westminster,
brought up the Chinese im-
migration  frauds.  These
frauds affect British Columbia
and aroused interest in that
province to an extent which
induced newspapers in Van-
couver to publish verbatim re-
ports of the evidence before
the recent commission. Mr.
Taylor as a representative of
the province brought it up.

The story is that an exten

sive conspiracy to smuggle
Chinamen, opium and other
dutiable articles effected ex-
tensive  frauds; that these
meant a loss of a million dol

lars tothe revenue; that ac-
cording to Gordon Grant,
Liberal, for a while the Lib-
eral executive at Vancouver
got a rakeoff of $120 a China-
man, that a family quarrel in
the local Liberal party caused
the exposure. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, Mr. Paterson, and
Mr. Oliver were warned of
these frauds three years ago.
When the family row induc-
ed the Liberal patronage com-
mittee of Vancouver to con-
sent, a commission
pointed, This was last De

cember. The commission re

ported two months age. The
report has not been presented
to parliament. Bad as were
the revelations, the House
would have nothing to go up-
on, but for the fullness of the
press reports. What reply ?
Sir Wilfrid Laurier rose and
said that Mr. Taylor was ob-
structing. After the protests
which this evoked had been
duly filed, the prime minister
said that Judge Murphy the
commissioner, had
voluminous report to Sir Rich-
He and Sir
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made a

it over. Judge Murphy re-
commended that certain per-
sons be prosecuted but this
had not heen done as they

had left the country.

policy of non intervention,
“let them fight it out them
selves,” policy in regard to
the coal strike on the western
prairies. These are of intrin-
sic importance, yet in the ebb
and flow of party warfare, the
the

important faets are that

Liberals said not a word on
reciprocity and the Conserva.
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day drifted by without a vote.
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to lay it before parliament.
But he and Sir Richard Cart-
wright would look the report
over again and decide finally.
Thus you see the argument :
Judge Murphy recommends
prosecuting certain persons,
They have run away and we
won't prgsecute them., Pend
ing their proseecution, Juydge
Murphy advised non-publicas
tion. As we hav'ent prosecut
ed, this lets us out of publish~
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latter, he feared was falling in
love with himself, like Narcis-
would die

He

sus and f self

miration. warned th

) such a debt| yhich the revenue was de | Premier against self laudation
|too much looking glass and
‘Ob- | the fat(;l course of Narcissus, | Pleasant Worm Syrup and they'll soon
“Obstruction.” *It is not a question of the |be rid of these parasites, Price

it is delayed it may be a ques.

Urging the government to
face the issue, courageously,
man fashion. Mr Cowan
said “There is no use dodging
the issue, you will not succeed.
[f the worst comesand you
are dismissed from power,
take your fortune like brave
men.” The reciprocity debate
was not reached till midnight
when Thorburn ofLanark, got
back to his speech. Mr.
Thorburn wanted an adjourn

ment and sat down, but when
the finance minister got up
and movyed the adoption of
the resolution he got quickly
up again.

The last hour of the House
witnessed a storm. Thorburn
talked till a quarter to one.
Best of Dufferin, then rose
and wanted an adjournment,
to which the minister of fin-
ance refused on the ground
that the time had been wast
ed. This brought prompt
denials from the Opposition
leader, J. D. Taylor and
others. Major Currie became
bellicose. He charged the
finance minister with only see-
ing one side of any question,
“He spends his life, in a bar-
rel and only sees things out
of the bunghole,” Coercion
was the weapon of the tyrant
and the day was past when
English  speaking people
would stand for a tyrant
“And the day is not far dis-
tant when the Lauriers and
their crew will have passed
away on this continent,” he
declared amid Conseryative
applause. The prime minister
and the minister of finance
seek to coerce a free parlia
ment into pass-ing a measure,
which is not according to the
constitution,

and should be

submitted to the people

white plume,” he said “but if |

tion of the white feather.” |-

A bulletin on the crops and
live stock of Canada has been is-
eued. The condition of the field
crops of Canada for the month
ending June 30, as compiled in
the Census and Statistics Office
from the reports of a large staff
of correspondents, is on the whole
yuite satisfactory, although on
account of uneven rainfall it is|
not uniform for all the provinces,
Even in parts of the same pro-
vince, as in Ontario, there is a
considerable inequality. For the)
most part in that province excel-
lenh reports are made, but there
are districts in which the grains
and hay have been badly affected, |
for want of rains in May and
June.

For the whole of Canada the
condition of winter wheat is only
75.26 per cent as compared with
100 for a full crop. This is ten
per cent less than last year, two
per cent less than in 1909 and
nearly 14 per cent less than three
years ago. In Oantario it is oaly
73 per cent of a full crop, as com
pared with 94.29 last year, 78.60
in 1909, and 88 in 1908. In Al-
berta, the only other provinece in
which winter wheat is largely
grown, the condition this year is
83.22 per cent. compared with
63.62 in 1910, 65.65 in 1909 and
05 in 1908. Spring wheat in all
the provinces this year is given

94.78 at the end of June, which is
better than in 1910 by 12.62 per
cent., better than in 1909 by eight
per cent., and better than in 1908
by nearly 15 per cent. Qntario
and British Columbia are the only
provinges in which the conditions
are under 90, and in Saskabtchewan
and Manitoba it is close to 100.

| The average for barley is 93,
| which is six to ten per cent. better
Lth»m in the preceeding three years.
| It reaches close to 95 in the North-
[ west provinces, Prince Edward
Island and New Brunswick, and
over 90 in Nova Scotia and Que-
| bec, a point below 90 in Ontario
{and only 84 in British Columbia

| Oats shows an average of 94.40

the high average condition of}?
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HAVE ALWAYS ON HAND

At their Old Stand, Peake’s No. 2 Wharf

A large supply of Coal suitable for all purposes. Orders,
verbal, by mail or by telephone promptly attended to.
Our telephone No. is 312, and we should be pleased to have

your ord ers.
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