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A Story of the Golden Fleece.

BY ST. GEORGE RATHBORNE
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years ago my body broke
out in white watery pimples,
which grew so bad that the suf-
fering was almost unbearable.

I took doctors’ medicine and
various remedies for two years
but they were of little benefit,
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preme cffort to finish the business one
way or another — either they would
exhaust the strength of the !f)rt's de-
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No longer were the whites without
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to-hand conflicts with the fierce impis
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One of the .cunning blacks seecing
how impossible it was to force a way
within the circle which Jim’s whirl-
ing weapon covered, dropped to the
rocks, and rolled to the feet of the
cowboy — then, clasping his arms
about Jim‘s legs he threw him down,
just as an assegai, hurled by no other
than the hand of Hassaje himsell,
pierced Bludsoe’'s breast

Thus fell an heroic spirit, in
performance of duty All his
had Jim Bludsoe seen action

his business to take part in
such dramas as seldom fall to the
lot of most men — he had played his
little part in pushing forward the
torch of civilization and crowding the
blackness of ignorunce and savage su-
perstition to wall. In his own
way he had carried out the role for
which nature had best fitted him. No
longer would the'roar of battle dis-
turb this hero’s slumber — for him
the reveille had sounded in another
land.
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companion:

“Did you hear it?”

“Iear what?”” bellowed the big
athlete, as he launched his rifle
against the foe and sent several
blacks flying in a confused heap.

“The blessed notes of a bugle!”’
cried Rex.

“Bugle — you are away off,
boy. 1L was some call of
accursed devils.”’

““No, no, I heard it. There—listen

tell me I am crazy!”

An lLord Bruno’s ears caught a nev-
er-to-be-forgotten sound. Thank
God! it was the clear, thrilling note
of a bugrle that arose above the aw-
ful clamor of battle

Others heard it too the
cries grew less in volume, so that
from the region beyond came the
heavy thud of many horses’ hoofs —
aye, and the glorious cheers from the
throats of British soldiers.

Burnham had kept his word, and
just in the nick time the British
South Africa  mounted troops had
reached the scene — had they been
five minutes later the tragedy would
have been complete
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CHAPTER XXXII,
LOVE'S SACRIFICE.

When the black allies realized what
a trap they were caught in, conster-
nation canie upon the majority of
them, and they began to lecave the
apex of the rocky mount with even
more celerity than they had shown
in reaching it.

Through the gray of morning the
oncouling resources could be ‘secen,
advancing as fast as their horses
would carry them, and sending forth
encouraging shouts,

As their enemies melted away from
in front of them the tired defenders
of the fort let their arms drop, and
answered the shouts of their coming
frien.s.

It vas at this moment a black hid-
vou care arose frem among  the
7 an 'gai in  his
ha re th mirht have been

s th.a i old Hassaje,
ror Zamnodi.

Not ten feet away stood Lord
Bruno, all unconscious of his peril—
he had detected the presence of the
valiant Armstrong at the head of tha
on-sweeping column, and waving his
hat while sending cheer after cheer
from his stentorian lungs.

Without a warning he heard a sud-
den shrill ¢ry behind him, and whirl-
ing about was just in time to see
Little Phil sink at his feet pierced
through with an assegai that
had undoubtedly been intended for
the Briton, while a black figure he
knew full well was bounding for the
parapet.

Waterford heard a gun sound be-
side him, and realized that Rex had
kept a last bullet in his Winchester
for some desperate purpose. He saw
the witch-doctor leap high into the
air and then fall like an inert mass
upon the rocks, his devilish incanta-
tions forever stilled by the young
American’s lead.

The TLord DBruno threw
down beside the who
him 1t a fearful cost.
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vellous thing in the course of my
whole existence. I'ool—blind

Rhodes’ camp and asked to see those

dolt | ¢, command, stating that six princie

I ron oy ave & v | * .
that T was ncver to have suspected | pa) chiefs, two Princes, Lobengula's

the truth.””

“Tell me,”” said Rex, in a maze.

“You remember—I.ittle Phil — I
promised a girl in Natal to take her
brother with me.
I made love to her, and then said
good-bye without speaking of my ’in-
tentions, Little Phil—that brother
—is Madge herself!”’

“I might have suspected it,”’ said
Rex, as a score of things
through his mind.

“But you didn't, any more than
myself. We were all blind. And
now. God bless her. T am afraid she
has given her life for me. Come,
bring the doctor if he is able to
move, and see if there is any hope.

i brothers, and

I was to blame— |

flashed |

| such

Why did she do it—I am not worthy !

’

of such a sacrifice.’

Little Phil smiled when they bent
over her—the consciousness that she
had saved his life made her happy.

“It is just as well—this was my
mission. He is an Fnglish lord, and
could never heve married a poor girl
like me,”” she kept repeating, begging
I.ord Bruno not to weep.

The doctor reported the case
most  hopeless, but everything
done that lay in their power, and
Marian upon learning the truth,
proved an exceedingly clever nurse,

I'irst of all they left the rocky
foriress with its ghastly mementoes
of hattle, and sought a new camp to
secure a short rest ere taking up the
march for Duluwayo.

The hills were alive with the Mata-
bele, and it would not be safe for
even such a company of well armed
border fighters to remain in the
enemy’s  country, since the impis
could muster thousands of braves if
given time.

By slow stages they made the
jotrney, and Buluwayo was reached
at last.

The girl still lived, buoyed up with
new hope, for Waterford had breathed
words of love into her ears, and be-
sought her to stay for his sake—
that e would be proud to make her
his wife, since she reigned in his
heart as his queen.

Heaven was very good—although
her wound had appeared to be fatal,
she survived the crisis and began to
mend. I.ord Bruno was all devo-
tion, and Marian could not hut love
the gentle girl who had been ready
to give her life to save the man who
had won her heart.

Rex had recovered from his slight
wounds, and amused himself in mak-
ing little excursions with the profes-
sor in search of oddities, and in the
company of Marian, now his promis-
ed wife.

It was a happy time.

Meanwhils there had been skirmish-
es between the hostile forces, but
that wizard of South Africa, Cecil
Rhodes, had come to the front and
his magical influence brought about
peace. His name was one to conjure
with among the natives—they believ-
ed in him above all men, because he
treated them ‘airly.

The negot s for peace have
come a matier of history, and
Mr. Rhodes an opportunity for dis-
playing his character as a man with-
out fear,

al-

be-
Fave

thirty-four indunas
and captains of the Matabele impis
were gathered in solemn council in
the hills four miles away. The
mecting was being held in secret, as
the chiefs were afraid to come into
the open, owing to their d..irust of
the white troops. They wished,
however, to see Mr. Colenbrander,
whomn they trusted as a friend, and
Mr. Rhodes would be welcome if ha
was willing to attend the council,
Thereupon, without hesitation, Mr,
Rhodes decided to go. The military,
stafl wished to accompany‘him, bu€
Groothoom strongly advised that no
step should bhe taken, as it
would defeat its object and involve
Mr. Rhodes in great danger. Ac~
cordingly, Mr. Rhodes, Dr. Sauer,
Mr. Colenbrander and the press re-
presentative started for the spot in-
dicated, every man taking a revolver
in each pocket, except Mr. Rhodes,
who went unarmed. John Groot-
boom and John Makings made up

| the party to the number of six, and
| together they moved quietly into the
| rugged portion of the Matoppos, the

was !

route lying overland covered with
kopjes and honeycomhed with caves.
Four miles from camp the six reach=-
ed the foot of a huge kopja and one
hundred yards further on was the
trysting place. Mr. Rhodes and his
eompanions dismounted and took up
their position by a large ant heap
and waited, while Grhothoom ad-
vanced to the kopje to say the party
were awaiting the appearance of the
chiefs,

Suddenly there was a gleam of
white from the kopje, and all the
chiefs fllad ovt ir a row. headed by
one carrying a white tlag. They
drew near to the party in silence and
squatted round them in a semicircle.
T'he Indaba lasted for five hours, all
the points at issue being fully discus-
sed and full explanations proflered by
the white men to allay the uneasi-
ness which the chieis evidently felt
at certain possible consequences of
the surrender.

Then the chiefs arose, and ecach
threw a small stick at the feet of
Mr. Rhodes, indicating their willing-
ness to surrender their guns, while
another similar stick meant that they
were ready to hand over their asse-
cais. In return Mr. Rhodes promis~
ed that the desired abolition of the
native police force should be taken
into serious consideration, The
chiefs solemnly replied that hostili-
ties should cease at once, and guar-
anteed the safety of the roads and
of the coaches. Mr. Rhodes and his
party were so impressed with the
hounest motives of the chiefs that they
even expressed their willingness to
return to their stronghold with
them.

(Continued on 7th page)
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Muscular Rheumatism, pro-
duced by exposure, if neglected, develops into
the chrohic form with almost incredible rapidity,

| Sowth Americam Rheumatic Cure is a quick-

acting, safe, simple and harmless ‘cure,. acts
directly on the system, not a liniment to tem-
porarily deaden pain. An internal treatment
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