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“CANADIANS DO FULL SHARE
IN BATILES ON THE SOMME

Eye-Witness Tells of Conditions and Incidents
in the Great Struggle

A Nova Scotian Hero---Another, Disgraced,
Wins Back His Rank.

Otaawa despatch: The following
communique from the Canadian War
Records Office has been received:

Canadian Corps Headquarters in
France, via London, Oct. 19.—It is
impossible for those who are not ac-
t:vely participating in this great bat-
tle and who must still entertain a con-
c.1tion of warfare based on former
wars to understand the oxtraordinary
revolution which Las gradually taken
place in our methods of attack. And
the Somme offensive is being conduct-
ed upon new principles drawmn from
the study and experience of the last
two years. It is at the same time the
most colossal and the most meticu-
lous form of warfare which has ever
been evolved. Its novelty, its character
of change and invention, its bold de-
parture from military precedents, is
well exemplified by the famous tanks.
Its gigantic ecale is illustrated by the
casualties returns. which represent,
however, but a emall fraction of the
troons employed., Its infinite detail
may be seen from a study of the
trench maps, where the lacing and in-
terlacing of innumerable lines form a
most intricate pattern and show the
slow labor and mature of the advance.
Objectives of attack must be defined
with the exactitude of a city plot.
They must be approached by the con-
struction  of parallel jumping-off
trenches and communication trenches.
so as to reduce as much as possible
the period of infantry exposure and
also contro] the direction of the
sault, Aeroplane photographe must ve
obtained of the arga cbjective to show
the precise location of the enemy's
lines and the resuits of the artiflery
preparation there. Photographs are
clear and searching, and some taken
during thg assanlt even show the ad-
vanecing figures of the infantry. Every
detail, every secret of the German de-
fence is laid bare. Secon after the aero-
plane chserver, sweeping low ever the
enemy’s lines has takem the photo-
graphs, the prints have been distribut-
ed to all the staff concerned.

ALLIES DOMINATE AIR.

In this respect the Britlsh and
‘rench domination is almost absoiure.
Here all day long we watch our planes
circling above our heads. Closely tney
come and go with the epeed and alert-
nees of engines; far off they seem to
hang suspended in the sky. Occa-
sionully a flight of five or more plsnes
intcat upon some special miesion go
over high up and disappears into tne
disiant mist. So rarely do the Ger-
man machines appear that some men
have been hero daily for a month and
have not seen a single one.

Tho Canadian corps is caly a unit
in the great drama. Its movements
depend not upon its own volltility,
but upon the intricate web of the
greater scheme of battle. Let any es-
ecatial portion be checked in its alioi-
ted 1ask and a rearrangement of the
whole fabric must be inade, Yet the
uitimate aim Is never lost sight of.
The mesh may be rcwoven again and
azain, but the same grim intention re-
mains. There is an inexorable pur-
pese apparent in all this complication
of movement, To the casual eye there
may perhaps seem coufusion in the
forward areas where so many units
come along the road, whers bare
rolling plaing and valleys are alive
with the cecaseless restleseness of a
multitude and whcre from innumer-
able uaespected emplacements there
is a coustant flash- zad din of artil-
lery fire, Yet in reality everything
is the most ordered serfection to the
smaliest degres; every movment Ie
ordainel and co-ordinated. Behind it
all lles the directing contro! of the
military organization and behind thsat
again the will of a great people.

In this mighty organism trfe Cana.
dizn army is pleying itg part. It has
taken and given its share of blows.
Tiis battle has nowhere a counterpart
for the slow. small
military machine.

A RGICON O CONTRASTS.

Never has human agenacy .contioiled
stch engines of destruction nor has
var  ever so  uruiout:dly imipre:sed
fisell wupon’ the faca of nature. No
vlagua could be more ruthless, no
ratural blight mors devastating, This
{s a remion of contrast even fer the
leavy-footed  infantry, who
maurch from ons placs o another. One
- they may biilet in a snug French

with its shady trees and its
s brizat witn roses: the next

y will plod aloag the straizht white
reads marked by tho regular rovs of
poplars on elther slde, Strotcling as

far-as the - eve can 1ollows are the
undulatinzg plaing, all as  earciully
cultivated as the best kept Kitchen
garcen at home.

Pielda are only distingnished by the

differenes of the erop or the direction

of the rows. '[iiers are no fences.
thers are no waste places, no ragged
groves, ro  idle elmuans of trees, no
half ciearcd  land, Cvery fnch of

does its patient, happv labtor:
- troe grows for a pose. Cattle
wander aimles they &re

' in a field of rieh fodder and
mav only eat 1ts allotted cirele.
rdered thrifr rgosare mechani-

cal or smaothly self supporting. unless
the farrier's lifs {5 known—his lone.
nrtirine day, the faithful serviee of

his Lrave women. the hecalthful labor
of his children.

Vory deem and verv einrers 12 thno
edinizatien of the Canadian soldler,

grinding of the |

must |

detail, The memory of this ground is
| short; the immediate interest of the
front line le ail-absorbing. During

rot enly for the skill and courage of
the French army, but for the brave,
gilent industry of the women, the old
men and the children of the French
farms.

The transition from this scene of
besuty, peace and ancient prosperity
Is infinitely distressing. Fields are
given over to the trampling rows of
tethered horses and are disfigured by
variety of encampments, from ordered
white tents to Buts of rusted biscuit
tins and fo¥ discolo¥ed bivvies. There
is a eertain inevitable litter of ma-
terial, salvage heaps and smoking
incinerators; there is an obsession of
a loitering military. The houses are
all oceupied by uniforms more or less
cleanly, a few civilians are engaged in
selling éggs, candies or embroidered
picture cards and other odds and
ends. The roads block and jam with a
ceuseless procession of army vohicles
or marching units. Either the dust
rises in a choking cloud or the mud
spreads and splatters evervthing.

WHEN SCENE CHANGES.

This area of active occupation grad-
uaily thins and abuts a region of
more sinister appearance. Here trees
have broken bodies, and the houses
geem in pain. for their roofs are rent,
their windows gene, their walls scarred
and pierced, grass-grown trenches
sprear ringed with depths eof rusted
barbed wire entanglements and shell
heles, fresh or old, become mora and
morc frequent. But the full view of
the land of war is not dullsd in effect
by its gradual coming over beyond the
bicak, greasy slopes east of Albert,
with their chalk scars cut by thelcng
lines of trenches.

The view suddenly sweeps into the
valley. Before La Boisselle there were
the original German and British lines
on July ist. This was the outer wall,
the stoutly-resisting shell of the de-
fence through which the indomitable
English had fought their way, and s0
permitted those who followed, other
Engiigh, Australian, South Africans,
and Canadians, to come and deal their
blows.

Of La Boiselle there is more upon
a map than on the ground. A few
shattered trunks, hers and there a
splintered beam, perhaps a corner-
stone or two, some cellars roofed with
wrackage. Otherwise only the up-
heaval of tortured earth, mine cratera,
heaps of rotting white sandbags, half-
choked trenches and a dreary litter of
old wire, cans and human rubbish re-
main.

On the left is the twin city of deso-
Jation, Orvilliers, La Boisells, and be- |
tween the two the whits road runs be- |
yond and mounts to the level of Po- !
ziezes. All the way to a visia of utter |
ruin and desolation. This is a desert |
land, but the silence of the desert is’
not there. Night and day the lilonco'
is shattered by the never-cessing fire !
of our own guns or by the crashing:
explosion of ths enemy’s shella,

Pozieres @hares the fate of La Boi-
selle. No hand could trace the out-
lines of 2 sinzle house or garden plot. |
There are no bricka or beams which
could be used in restoration. As a
village Pozieres has disappeared. !

Just beyond Pozieres and still below |
the summit runs the line o fenches |
firat occupled by the Canadians.
These are in the midst of the ground |
which has most suffered.

Here is the acme of destruction. No
grain cf surface remains andisturbed.
There is no room for a fresh shell !
bole. Nowhere now is the power of
ncdern artillery or the thoroughness
of preparation better exemplified. We
Lave literally blasted our way for-|
ward. Ruins appear not only in the
cevastated earth and the crushed
houses, but also in the sadder waste
of human life. This is all ground
sacred to the memory of our dead;
also in the scarcely defined trenches
of the enemy the German corpses lie
thickly.

Already the scenss of our earlier at-
tacks are losing the :{earmess of their

the past week our advance has not
been the result of infantry assault,
but of hard labor, under artillery fire,
and sometimes at night subjsct to the
sweep of machine gun fire or the bul-
leéts of the enemy sunipers. Cnly upon
one occasion ¢'d the enemy attempt
by counter attack to check ths ad-
vance.

At 2.30 p.m. on the afterncon of Oct.
11th she onened a heavy fire on our
front-line trenches. Shortly after-
wards about 100 Germans attempiled to
leave their trenches, but our signals
were promptly replied to by our artil-
lery, and so effltctive a Larage placed
ppen their lines that they were driven

back with considerable icss. As they
retreated northwards along the Pys
‘and east Miramount roads our field

artillery discovered them with shrap-
ne! and scattered the survivors. Othm--!
wise -the.normal artiliery duel con-
tinued without cassation. !

Our subply of amraunition Is nbun—(
dant, and we fired a proportion of over
five shells to the enemy's one. Aern-
nlare photographs sliowed the dastruc-
tiveness and accuracy of our flre. En-
emy battericz wers engzaged and sev-
eral empiacsments destiroyved

No more beautiful act of herolc self-
sacrifice can be mentioned than that
of Pte. Camille Shoule. of a Nova
Scotia Battalion. During the great ad-
vanee on Courcelette of Sept. 15th he
was a stretcher-bearer, and whila
binding the wounded after the capture

of the positions was himself severelv
wounded in the shoulder. His wounds
were dressed, but he refused to be
evacuated, and immediately continued
his work of ministration for the re-
mainder of the day and during the
night. In the morning he was again
wounded, this time through the lez
but he still refused to leave. Finally.
about noon, while he was actually

dressing the wounds of another man.]

this gallant, gentle soldier was shot
through the heart and killed. His gen-
eral has said of him, “greater devotion
to duty I have never seen.”

The whole Canadian army has learn-
ed with sympathy and delight of the
reinstatement of Lieut O. B. Jones
to his commissioned rank. Deprived
by court-martial of his commission
because of an act of intemperance
while on duty, Lient. Jones immedi-
ately enlisted as a private in a well-
known Montreal Battalion. He show-
ed not only strict dévotion to duty.
but conspicnous gallantry on several
occasions. He became a corporal, then
won his sergeant’s stripes. He was
awarded a D. C. M. for his reckless
courage, and again a bar for his
medal, On Sept. 16th, he was in the
thick of the fighting. It was sald of
him he was perpetually out killing
Germans. His conduct was such as to
recommend him for further reward.
Later he was so severely wounded
that it is improbable he will be able
sgain to serve his country as a sol-
dier, but he is now reinstated as an
officer, and he had won back his
honor. o=

The total number of prisoners cap-
tured by the Canadian troops since
Sept. 3rd is mow 42 officers and 2,062
other ranks,

ROUMANIANS
STILL GAIN

Latest Report Shows Teuton
Menace Waning.

Ally Force Wins at Danger-
ous Point.

London ceble says: The news from
the Roumanian front is again exce!-
lent. In the one region on the long
front where the gravest danger me-
naced the Roumanians, the Predeal
Pass sector, the Teutons have been
driven across the Transylvania fron-
tier. Ground has also been gained in
the Bran defile. In the Trotus valley
the Roumanians forced the Austro-
Germans to retire, and took 600 pris-
oners and 12 cannon. Another detach-
ment attacking from Goicasa, in the
Trotus area, surprised the Teuton
troops and took 300 prisoners and
some machine guns.

To-day's Bucharest
reads:

“On the north and northwestern
fronts there have been artillery ac-
tions at Tulghes and Bicaz. One of our
detachments, passing by way of Lam-
pris mountain to Agas, in the Trotus
valley, attacked the enemy with the
bayonet and destroyed 12 of his can-
non end limbers. It foreed the enemy
to retire and captured 600 prisoners.
Another detachment, attacking from
Goicasa, in the Trotus area, surprised
the enemy, msking 300 prisoners and
capturing some machine guns.

“In the Uzal valley we repelled
enemy attacks. In the Oitus valley
fighting continues with extreme vio-
lence. Minor engagements tock place
in the region cf Vrancea. On the fron-
tier at Table Butzi there were light
engagements. In the Bezeu valley ar-
tillery fighting is under way.

“The situation is unchanged at Bra-
tocea and Predelus. At Predeal we
drove back beyond the frontier small
enemy units, which were advancing
toward Chabucepul and Taurului. We
gained ground in the Bran defile.

official report

“The indlcations from Drago-Sla-
vele is that amall enemy columns
| which had adyanced towards the
Scar Pass have been «topped. On

the remainder of the front the sitve-
tion is unchanged.

“On the southern and southwestern
front (Dobrudia and the Danube line)
the situation is unchanged.

The Berlin War Office reports:

“At the entranee to the passes over
the Roumanian frontier successful en-
gagements are in progress. There
were no events of special importance
as regards the army of Field Marshal
von Mackensen (in Dobrudja).”

THE STORM'’S TOLL.

——

Gulf Hurricane Killed Two,
Did Great Damage.

Mobiie,Ala.,despatch: Southern Ala-
bama and western Florida were recov-
ering to-day from the hurricane which
swept out of the Gulf across this coast
yesterday, causing two deaths and
preporeyt and marine loss. Although
the wind attained a greater velocity
than that which =zcocmpanied the
storm of last July, both Mobile and
Pensaccla, ths chief cites in the hur-
ricane’s path, suffered far less dam-
age. The totel loss in the two cities
probably will not exceed $100,000.

The chicf damage here was to rail-
road sheds end terminals, arnd to tel-
ephones, telegraph, and light and pow-
er wires. Train serviee from Rensa-
cola to Jacksonville will be suspend-
ed for a week.

Marine damage was heavy, both in
this harbor and ap the Florida port.
Two small vessels here sank, while
four others were driven ashore. In
addition & number of small craft were
destroved. At Pensacola cne steamer
went down, another {s missing, with
the fate of the crew undetermined.

e T I

Sillicus—Yes, he thinks I am a
regular devil. Cynicus—Oh, few young
men are really as bad ns the sirls try
to make them think they are.

LIMBLESS, BUT
THEYR'E HAPPY

Picture of Soldiers in a Can-
adian Hospital.

Dr. Roberts Receives an In-
teresting Letter.

An inside picture of the King's
Canadian Red Cross Convalescent
Hospital, at Bushy Park. Hampton
Hall, Middlesex, England, is contain-
ed in a letter just recelved by Hamil-
ton's Health Officer, Dr. James Rob-
erts, who visited the Orlent as cap-
tain of the medical statf, suffering
typhoid at Remnos and being forced
to return home. The communication
is from H. R. Casgrain, of Windsor,
brother of the Homn. T. C. Casgrain,
K. C.,, Canada’s Postmaster-ueneral.
He writes:

My Dear Bobs,—By a singular coin-
cldence your yetter from Quebec and
Berto's from France reached me by
the same mail. The reception of
these from you both simultaneously
brought back to my -mind numerous
pleasant recollections of the many
timeg we met in the flesh since we
mobilized in Loadon, 17th February,
1916, and parted company on the now
famous, but ill-fated, Lemnos.

I have just received a letter from
Dr. McCullougn, - in which he states
that he has seen you on several occas-
fons since you returned, and that your
health was improving satisfactorily,
all of which 1 am very glad to hear.
I em almost well and am most com-
fortably situated here with a fine
command. My hospital is filled to
the brim. I have already patients
convalescing from wounds received on
the Somme as late as threa weeks ago
All amputation cases are first sent to
Ramsgate. When their stumps are
ready for aitificial limbs, they are
sent to me, and from here they go to
Rochempton to be fitted, and after-
ward  remain  with them  nntil
they are able to use them
properly, when they are sent
to Canada for discharge. Patients
suffering from disease, as soon as
they are well enough are sent to Ep-
som, where they are whipped into
shape for further service. Rheumatic
cases are sent to Buxton, where your
triend Guest is O. C. All convales-
cent and active treatment hospitals
are full at present. No. 3 Stationary
i still in Frande, at Boulogne, and
under canvas. It is stiil undecided
where they vinter, whether some-
where in France or in England.

I have at present 328 patients un-
der my care. Many cf them are suf-
fering from all kinds of wounds. of
course shrapnel wounds predominate.
] also have many cases of shell-shock.
There are sixty amputaticn cases, men
with legs off above and below the
knee, and three cases where both legs
are gons. They have to be wheeled
around like bahies. 1 have also cases
of armless men, who have to be fed
like babies. They are all the happi-
est bunch one could meet, notwith-
standing thelr infirmities. Thelr only
complaint is that they cannot get bac
to the firlng line. They are pos
sed of an unconquerable spirit, whit
no human horror or suffering can
break. Were it not for their cheer-
fulness and optimism I would be mor-
ose and melancholy at the sight of g0
much affliction, but it is the fortune
of war. What does it matter who
dies. or how many are cripvled, if on-
1y England lives? Who carts what
happens if we can effect the ruin and
destruction of that plague spot beyvond
the Rhine, which has risen from God's
green earth, the German Embvire?

Your friend Kelly is still at Teplow,
and Gordon with No. 3 Stationary.
Connolly is in the Cazualty Clearing
Station in France. DBrown, Macaul-
ay and Nettletown are still with the
old unit. Captain (Chaplain) Frost
i3 in Canada, where he went to get
married.

Affairs are progressin~ at ths front
with all the Aillles, in France espec-

Z

jally. Since the big push began in
the latter, we have regained 130
square miles of territory, redeemed

tifty viljages, and captured 70,000 prie-
oners, hesides heans of guns and mil-
lions of rounds of ammunition. The
Russians are proeressing slowly with
their usual tenacity and dogged per-
geverance while the Serbians and
Roumanians are more than holding
their own and beating back the Bul-
gars and Austrians.

I am sorry that T cannot write von
® more in*srestng and entertaining
Istter. The routine is hecoming
monntenons.  Were it not that T am
helping the cause, I wonld become
homesick and return to Canada, but,
by the arare of Cod. T will remain
here until the last do= iz skinned. and
rmtil the Germans are bealen to a
frarzle.

ive mv kindest »egards to all en-
quiring friends, receiving a large chare
for yourself. I am

H. R. Casgrain.

STILL STRUGRLE
IN VOLHYINA

No Decisive Result of the
Fighting There.

Hun Effort to Seﬁara.te
Allies Fails.

London cable: As yet no decisive
result has been achizved by either the
Austro-Germans or the
the violent fizhting that has been go-
ing on for several days in Volhynia
and Galicia. The Petrograd War Of-
fice says that near Kiselin and Svin-
fuskl, in Volhynia, violent attacks by

Russiang in.

th2 Teutonic allles were repulsed,
v hile Berlin records the capture of
I ass! hes on the west bank
ci the Stokhod and the repulse with
heavy casualties of Russian attacks
near Bubnow.

Germany's effort to drive a wedge
bo‘ween Russians and Roumanians
by advancing in the Dorna Watra re-
gion is not succeeding. It is officially
announced to-day that continued at-
tacks against the Russians in that
sector were repulsed. A violent
snowstorm rages in the Carpathians.

RUSSIAN REPORT.

Petrograd, Oct. 19.—Thursday’'s War
©Office report reads:

“North of the village of Kiselin, the
Germans liberated zas and attacked
our trenches under cover of a flerce
artillery fire. The attack was repell-
ed. In the region east of the little.
town of Sviniusky fierce fighting con-
tinues. Here also all attacks of the
enemy were repulsed.

“North of the Kuropatnika yester-
day we took prisoner one officer and
35 men and captured one bomb mor-
tar. In the region of the village of
Potutork, south of Brzezay, an enemy
aeroplane fell after being hit by our
fire as it struck the ground. The
aviators were taken prisoner.

“In the region of Dorna Watra
(near the Roumanian border), e&tub-
worn enemy attacks were repelled.

“In the Carpathians a violent snow-
storm {5 in progress.”

—_——eee — ——

368,863 MEN

Total Canadian Enlistment
—46,000 Per Month Now.

Ottawa despatch: Recruiting in Can-
ada is proceeding at the rate of about
6,000 2 month, compared with 30,000
a year ago. In the fortnight, ended
October 15, 3,180 men were enlisted,
compared with 3,046 in the previous
two weeks. The aggregate enlistment
from the start is 368,863.

From the 1st to the 15th of Octo-
her, Montreal agein led in its enlist-
ment . It reported 672 recruits.

By divisicns the enlistments are as
follows:

Mil. Dis. " Two Wke. G'd Tl
London .. < 30,456
Toronto .. .. .. .. 447 82,827
Kinrkton-Ottawa 356 38,891
Mentreal s 672 31,951
Quebec .. ... .... 138 7,344
Maritime Prov. .. 2336 33,410
Manitoba-

Sagkatchewan 425 74,320
British Columbia . 296 36,157
Alberta s 286 33,608

Total .. .. 3,160 168,863

———

QUAKE AND STORM.

‘The Southern States Were
Shaken, Also.

Atlanta, Ca., despatch: ‘The south
was rocked by an earthquake and
swept by storm a tthe same time to-
¢ay. While a tropicai hurricane was
flaying the gulf coos!, earth tremors
overturned chimreys and frightened
many Dpeople from their homes in
Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee. The
earthquake did little damasze, but a
wind that reached a velocity of 114
miles an hour lifted roofs from hous-
es at Penascola, Florida, and sunk a
number of vessels in the harbor. One
Iife was lost.

The earthquake was left as far
north as Louisville, Ky., and €ast to
Augusia, Ga. Its duration was about
three minutes and there were two
shocks,

LOST 40,000

MEN.

Austrian Casualties Since
Cadorna’s Drive Opened.

Nome, Cable—Des)pite the inclement
wecther the Italiams continue to push
their new offensive toward ‘I'rieste. It

was estimated to-day that the Austrians
have lost 40,000 in killed, wounced and
captured since the offensive began,

The War Office reports: “On Monte :
Pasubia here were aimost incessant al-
tacks and counter-attackes, all preceded
and supporied by extremely violsnt bom-
bardments. Yestuiday morning tie en-
enmy succeeded in breaking into the re-
doubt on the ‘Tooth of Pasubia,’ but was
promptly driven cut after a hand-to-hand
strugkle. Abhout 100 prisoners were tak-
en, and one gun and a howitzer. Along

th- remainder of the front only artil-
lery actions took place. On the Carso
plateau we took some prisoners and ina-
chine guns.

“Hostile acroplanes dropped homhbs on
Borgo Carizia and on our lines east of
Gorizia without inflicting ar damage.
Our aviaters destroyed an enemy kite baul- |
lovn eest of Conen.”

|
STORMM DELAYS LAKE TRAFFIC, |

Cleveland, Report.—A storm that swept
Lake ie Wednesday night and this
morning caused considerable delay, and
in some cases freighters had trouble get-
ting in and out of Ohio ports,

A nuinber of boats were late, and the
steamer Republic, due here jast night,
did not get in unal this afternoon.
Steamers had 10 walt outside al some
pert:

At the head of Lake Superior the
was blowing a gale from the n
to-day, and a uum
and ready to
L'uluth.

A package freight
aspore at Outer lIs

bRl O IR

WORK CF U-BOATS.

Washington, Report.—Despatches to the
State Department to-day report the sinli-
ing of the Dritish steamer Kennett by a
submarine and the ianding of the body of |
her captain. Fhe steamer Damia, pre-‘
sumably Norwegian, also wae ;.»“m-yhd’
~unk by a (German submarine, and thoe :
Syedish stearcer Norma was reported
disabled south of Droygden light vos-
gel by her vropeller becoming entangled
in nets stretched by the Germans to trap
submarines.

i et

1 r of boats loaded
2ail were held in port at

steamer is reported

The cowhoy had just bezn served
with papers in a breach of promise
esuit, “Well, I guess here's where I am
lass-sued,” remerked the cowboy.

You never can tell. The fellow who
gives himself away scmetimes has
to take it all back.

110 are

-Sailly-Saillise! and consclidated

ALLIES ARE
CLOSING IN
ON PERONNE

More Gains On the Scmme
Front by Both British
and Frauch.

" AIDS ROUMANIA

Germans Prevented From
Sending Men to Help
~Falkenhayn’s Drive.

London cable: Operations on the
Suline, dirccted toward tne isolation
ot Peronne simultaneously with a
frontal advance on Bapaume, made
progress again to-day. Directly across
the river from Peronn2, ‘where the
French last night announced that the
German first line had been stormed,
there has been, according to this
moerning’s French communique, a new
advance by General Foch’s men. In
Leavy fighting they have made further
progress between La Maisonette and
Blaches, on a front of about two
miles. More than 350 prisoners were
taken by the French.

North of the 3ovrame a German
attack on the French lines north and
east of Sailly-Sailliscl was repulsed,
end the French are firmly consolidated
in the ruins of the villago, the last
house of which was taken in the face
¢f clouds of poleon gas and sheets of
liquid flame. The Germans fought
desperately to retain a footing in this
hilleide village, overlooking Cambral
plain. At least a score of counter-at-
tacks were launched, but each mass of
German infantry which swept forward
was mowed down and the French con-
t'nued their slow but methodical
advance. The fighting then became
hand-to-hand, and practically the whole
garrison was killed. Nearly 200 enemy
machine guns were captured or de-
siroyed.

The British have slightly advanced
their line at Butte de Warlencourt.

Berlin, in admitting that both the
French and British made gains, claims
that they were not “commensurate to
the losses sustained.”

The Germans on the Somme front
aro being prevented from sending
men to aid in the . Austro-German
attack against Roumania. according to
Mgjor-General F. B. Maurice, chief
director of military operationus of the
War Office, who to-day discussed with
the American correspondents the ob-
jeotives of the Anglo-French offensive.

This provides a temporary feature
of the Entente objective in the west,
as the Entente commanders feel that
while the situation in Roumania can-
not be considered a crisis. it is serious
ard that the best assistance the west-
ern armies can give is to preveat, as
they have done thus far, the despatch

of any reinforcements to (ien. von
Falkenhayn.
General Maurice deslared that

Eapaume and Peronne cannot be con-
sidered objectives in the usnal sense
of that term. The capture of these
cities, he said, may be exnectad as a
result of the present offensiva, but
their fall could not be call2d a decisive
feature of the operation. It is planned
to crive such a wedge into thaGer-
Jines that attacks can he madain three
d:irections against the 2xpaunded Lostile
battle-front.

Ultimately it is hoped to carry these
advances so far that a breaking point
will result. The Germans, said Gen.
Maurice, may shorten their lines be-
fore this happens, but such an out-
rome ig alwaye kept in view by the
Entente staffs in planning future ad-
vances.

BRITISH REPORT.

London cable: The bulletin from
Briusn newaquarters in kFrance issued
Thursday night reads:

“Rain fell heavily all morning. We
have slightly advanced our lnme at
Butte de Warlencourt. An encmy
counter-attack in that neighborhood
was stopped by our barrage.

“Klsewhere there is nothing to re-
port.”

FRENCH REPORTS.

Paris cable: Thursday's War Of-
fice report read:

“North of the Somme the Germans
tried vainly about 5 o’clock in the
afternoon to attack our lines north-
east of Sailly-Saillisel. Our curtain of
tire broke up their unorganized efiorts
and inflicted heavy losses upon them.
South of the Somme we made fresh
progress between Biaches and La Mai-
sonette, The totzl number of prison-
ers taken duriug yesterday's action ex-
ceeds by actual count 350, of whom
officers. Elsewnhere on the
iront the day was calm.”

The afternoon report read:

“North of the Somme our trocps or-
zanized during the night the village of
the
conquered peeitions around this place.
Some CGerman corater-attacks were
broken by our curtain of fire and all
our gaine were maintaincd.

“South of the Somme we made
froeh progress between lLa Malsoneite
and Blaches.

“In Lorraine an eneniy surprise at-
tack on our trenches near DBures,
northeast of Luneville, was repulsed
easlily.

“Our mathines yesterday, during
operations south of the Somme, at-
tacked with machine guns enemy

troops in the rezicn of Biaches, It ie

confirmed that Adjutent Norne
brought down ¢n Oct. 16 a Cerman
geroplane. to the mnorth of Peronne,
this being his fourteenth. Another

enemy aeroplane fell to the ground

ncar Bezaulenceurt.”

COMMITTED FOR OLD CRIME,

Chatham, Ont.—Frank Macdonadl of
Tidpetawn, was comrutted for trial in
the County Police Court thisz afternoon
on a charge of murder In eonnection with
the derailment aof a Mich ean Centra’
trnin near Ridgetown on the night of
May 31st, 1911 Henry Mnaecdonald, =
brother, will in all probehility be enm-
r'‘“ad om a similar charze. The ecom-
mittal of Macdonald was brought abort
:\;uln? through cvidence by his wife
Norah,




