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Crop Situation
in Western Provinces
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Due to the advent of gasoline engine* 
and the perfecting of at earn plowing 
outfit*, land owner* get large Work* of 
prairie broken at prices within the reach 
of section and half section farmers. 
Three million sere* of new land were 
broken in the West in 1910 and 1,000 000 
in 1911. Given proper transportation 
facilities, this acreage would lie increased 
proportionate'}' in I9l<? and succeeding 
years, so that practically a new empire 
would be brought into cultivation within 
the nest decade. Nearly 11,000.000 
acres were in wheat the last crop, this 
will lie inereasedi by 191.1. to 15 or 16,- 
000.000 acres with a like increase in the

DIRECT LEGISLATION FOR 
ALBERTA

The Alberta Legislature on Friday 
last unanimously endorsed the resolu
tion of Chartes Stewart. Liberal mem
ber for Sedgewiek. railing upon the 
government to make an investigation 
of l>irect legislation and to introduce 
a measure at the next session bringing 
such into effect in Alberta. A number 
of mem liera, both Liberal and Con
servative, spoke in its favor.
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acreage under oats, barley and flat 
This acreage under normal weather con
dition* will provide ov*r <00.000,000 
bushel* of wheat alone for export, ex
cluding the increased quantity of oats, 
barley and flax. I"nies* some new avenue 
for marketing will be provided the crop 
of 191.1 «ill be marketed with a loaa, 
probably 15 to <0' , of its value to farmers 
The grain growing industry can stand 
no such abuse nor is it fair it should be 
asked to.

Cera and Motive Power
A* in the past, railway officials are 

profuse with promises. It takes ears 
and motive power to Wove crops. Be
tween 1907 and 1909 t«o roads increased 
their efficiency for moving Western grain 
99' é and three roads only 19'",' as between 
1909 and 1911. The three roads now 
delivering Northwest grain to F'ort Wil
liam and Port Arthur are incapable of 
preventing congestion in the fall months 
west of the Lakes. With only a single track 
outward to the east nothing but calamit
ous congestion can result There seems 
no relief in sight for the immediate 
future excepting the completion of the 
Transcontinental Railway eastward in 
time to move part of the cron of I91<. 
This should be insisted on by the govern
ment even if contractors were bonused 
to a large extent to enable them to do so. 
There is no hope of relief from the Hudson 
Bay Railway for moving the crop of 
1915 or exen 1911, the only adequate

relief that ran lie figured for the marketing 
of the I9I< or 1911 crops is access to the 
markets to the south of ui.

More Storage Needed
In the matter of prox-iding storage 

and handling facilities at the Lake front. 
Immediate steps should be taken to 
provide more equipment and terminal 
facilities for unloading cars and storing 
of grain. The elevator facilities in Mont
real, the distribution equipment at bay

Ctrl points and West St. John want to 
! modernised. This is especially true 

of West St. John, which practically is 
the winter outlet for all Northwest grain, 
containing only two elex-ators, that of 
the Cl’ R and Intercolonial, both wooden 
structures It is something alarming to 
contemplate what would happen in ex-rnt 
of these facilities being burned down 
during the winter season.

SASKATCHEW AN FARMERS LOST 
S17.000.000

Regina. Snsk , Feb 10.—The loss to 
the farmers of Saskatchewan this year 
on export wheat through the failure of 
the people to pass reciprocity and thus 
open the American market is indicated 
in a special table of the department of 
agriculture at nearly ?17,000.000. This 
is the difference in the prices between 
the grain on the Winnipeg and Min
neapolis markets, and does not include 
the grain which may be lost through lack

of transportation facilities and outlet!
The figures were reached through 

investigations made by Deputy Minis
ter Mantle at both Winnipeg and Min
neapolis. On so average high class wheat, 
showed a spread of 11 rents on <5.000,000 
bushels, lower grades <0 cents on <0,- 
000.000 bushels, oats. II cents on *5,- 
000,000 bushels; barley, 4< cents on 
13,000.000 bushels, and flax.A<6 cents 
on 7.000,000 bushels; a total of $16- 
790,000.

CHARLES DICKENS
Barn February 7,1812 

Lord Rosebery has this to say of 
the inimitable author of “The Pick 
wirk Papers,” whose centenary is 
celebrated this week ; m

"I do not think the literature of 
the early days of Queen Victoria 
or of the reign of William IV. was 
very exhilarating; but now anyone 
who laites Dickens, and Î suppose 
from the sale of his works the num 
her of |ieople who taste Dickens must 
be almost coterminous with the races 
of the world, and who feels de
pressed. who feels unhappy, who 
feels physically unwell, has only to 
take down his ‘Pickwick’ and read 
a few pages, possibly that he almost 
knows by heart already, and he will 
find himself indulging in that inno 
cent and healthy exhilaration of 
which t spoke.’’ ______


