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THE CHRISTMAS OFFERTORY.
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Not alone is this higher than man’s

It was a happy thought to turn one of the
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they minister in holy things.
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CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS.

AMID so much unbelief, scepticism and in-
: difference, it is encouraging to see the
increasing honor paid to the Festival of Christ-
mas, which is the witness for the central fact
of Christianity—the INCARNATION. Since the
dark, troublous days cf the Puritan revolt in
Church and State, generation after generation
who called themselves Christians have passed
away, protesting year by year against the cele-
bration of the birth of Him from whose birth
came, as they gratefully recognised in theory,
but in practice ignored, all their spiritual bless-
ings in this life, all their hopes of an eternity
of joy. This protest was an anomaly, it was -
against nature as well as grace. It was not
indeed truthful, it was far less a protest against
Christmas as a religious Festival, than against
the Catholic Church. Our Temples,our services
with their brightness, their joy, their appeals
to the tenderest instincts of humanity, their
setting forth the family aspect of the Church,
offended men whose religion was made up of

security, than a desire to live as children of

around her altars
Christmas mercics,
Christmas memories, and Christ-

gathered

sectaries were scowling at the Festival, follow-
ing their worldly vocatioans, or wrathfully de-
nouncing our “superstition,” as they so
charitably dubbed the worship of God on
Still there was a silent con-
test going on in the hearts of these gloomy
Puritans. They felt that something was wrong
when any of Christ's people were unable to
rejoice at the celebration of Jesus's birth. Here
and there individual souls broke tnrough the
harsh bonds of sectism, and dared to join our
Festival service. Here and there bitter :nd

Ministers whose hearts were too large for th ir
creed, having worshipped with us at Christmas,
a| were summarily dismissed by their angry flocks
—and masters. Even in Canada, a Presby- -
terian pastor of wide renown, who invited his
congregation to worship God on Christmas
day, was sternly rebuked and the doors of his
church rudely shut against him. Like a true

the Christmas service of the Church of Eng-
land. But Time the quietener, Time the healer,

fever, so that now, with rare exceptions,

offering to His honor and glory.




