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that ef twenty-five horses, we have a total amount of 
f <fnr power equal to that of about two millions of 

men. When we consider that a large proportion of 
ibis power is applied to move machinery, and that the 
amount of work now done by machinery in England, 
haa been supposed to be equivalent to that of between 
three and four hundred millions of men by direct la- 
Iwur we are almost astounded at the influence of coal 
and iron and steam upon tho fate and fortunes of the 
human race. “ It is on the rivers,” says Mr. Webs­
ter,” and the boatman may repose on his oars. It is 
in high ways, and begins to exert itself along the 
courses of land conveyances. It is at the bottom of 
mines, a thousand” [he might have said one thousand 
eight hundred] “ feet below the earth’s surface. It 
is in the mill, and in the workshops of the trades. It 

it pumps, it excavates, it carries, it lifts, it ham- 
, it spins, it weaves, it prints.”

We need no further evidence to show that the pre­
sence of coal is, in an especial degree, the foundation 
of increasing population, riches and power, and of im­
provement fn almost gvery art which administers to 
the necessities and comfort of mankind. And howe­
ver remote may have been the periods at which these 
materials of future beneficial dispensations were laid 
up in store, wc may fairly assume, that besides the 
immediate purposes effected at or before the time of 
their deposition in the strata of the earth, an ulterior 
prospective view to the future uses of man formed 
part of the design with which they were, ages ago, 
disposed in a manner so admirably adapted to the be­
nefit of the human race.—Buckland't Bridgewater 
Treatise.

Discovebt.—Steam Navigation to distant parts of 
the world is likely to receive a new impetus by an im­
portant discovery which has recently been made by an 
English gentleman of the name of Bonnet, who has 
recently visited France for the purpose of making an 
fijwriment which it is believed will be attended with 
the most important results to steam navigation and 
manufactures, particularly in that country, by means 
of which the steam in engine boilers can be genera­
ted at one-third the expense and with less than one- 
third the quantity of coals now used. The experi­
ment was recently tried in Normandy by Mr. Ben­
nett, in the presence of several scientific French gen­
tlemen, and in every instance produced the desired 
result and excited the admiration and applause of the 
spectators. Mr. Bennett has been offered all the ex­
pense of taking out a patent in that country, accom­
panied with the most tempting pecuniary offers to se­
cure the advantages of his ingenious discovery ex­
clusively to France, where a number of wealthy 
gentlemen have proposed to him the formation of a 
Company, offering at the same time to secure him 
the superintendence of the establishment, with a ve­
ry liberal salary for life.—Sun.

Englishmen.—It is striking to observe, in accounts 
of the progress of steam navigation abroad, how in­
variably the names of Englishmen are found to oc­
cur. If Italy may boast of supplying Europe with 
singers, and France of providing the civilized world 
with cooks, England may no less confidently claim 
the merit of sending forth hersons to every region of 
|be gloho to spread and improve the useful arts of 
life—Mechanics' Magazine.

Union or the Atlantic and Pacific.—Letters 
just received from Guatemala, in New Spain, say 
that the works of the long-proposed canals for uni­
ting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans are still actively 
proceeding ; and that the vast enterprize, which is 
calculated to create a commercial revolution through­
out the world, will be completed towards the end of 
next year. The line of route for the communication 
««tends from the mouth of the river St. Jean de Ni- 
•hregua, following its course to the great lake of the
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same name, a distance of ISO miles ; the line then 
proceeds arrow the lake to the coast and town of Ni­
caragua, 97 miles ; from this latter town it extends 
to Borette, in the gulf of Popaya, a distance of 18 
miles, making the total length of the line ‘J49 miles.

W arming Public Offices.—A Copenhagen Jour­
nal mentions a new way now used in the war offices 
pf that capital, of warming rooms and public offices, 
by placing 49 pound cannon balls, made red hot, in 
iron boxes of fine sand, which are put under the 
seats of stools, chairs, &c. The warmth thus com­
municated to the sand will keep up in an apartment 
an heat of 60 deg. of Fahrenheit for nine hours, the 
windows aitd fire-places being stopped.

Pronunciation.—The difficulty of applying rules 
to the pronunciation of our language may be illus­
trated in two liqtes, where the combination of the 
letters ough, is pronounced in no less than seven dif­
ferent ways, viz. : as o, eif, of, up, ow, oo, and ocks :—

Though the tough cough and hiccough plough me through,
O’er life"* dark lough my courte 1 still pursue.

Flowers.—Flowers in all ages, have been made 
the representatives of innocence and purity. We 
decorate the bride, and strew her path with flowers : 
we present the undefiled blossoms as a similitude of 
her beauty and untainted mind ; trusting that her 
destiny through life will bo like theirs, grateful an<l 
pleasing to all. We scatter them over the ooffin, tho 
bier, and the earth, when we consign our mortal blos­
soms to the dust, as emblems of transient joy, fading 
pleasures, withered hopes ; yet rest in sure and cer­
tain trust, that each in due time will be renewed 
again. All the writers of antiquity make mention of 
their uses nml application in heathen and pagan ce­
remonies, whether of the temple, the banquet, or the 
tomb—the rites, the pleasures, or the sorrows, of 
Man.

The Refiner of Silver—A few ladies who met to­
gether in Dublin, to rend the Scriptures, and make 
them the subjects of conversation, were reading tho 
third chapter of Mnlacbi.—One of the Indies gave it 
ns her opinion that the “ fuller’s” soap and tho “ re­
finer of silver,” were the same image, both intended 
to convey the same view of the sanctifying influence 
of the grace of Christ, while another observed, 
“ There is something remarkable in the expression 
in the third verse, “ He shall sit ns a refiner nml pu­
rifier of silver.” They agreed that possibly it might 
l e so ; and one of the ladies promised to call on n 
silversmith, and report to them whnt lie said on tho 
subject.—She went accordingly ; ami, without telling 
the subject of her errand, begged to know of hiin tbo 
process of refining silver, which he fully descritied to 
her. “But Sir,” said she, "do you sit while the 
work of refining is going on r” “ O yes Madam,” 
replied the silversmith, “ I must sit, with my eye 
steadily fixed on the furnace fol*if the time neces­
sary for refining be exceeded in the slightest degree, 
tho silver is sure to be injured.”—At once she saw 
the beauty, and comfort too, of the expression, ” //> 
shall tit as a refiner and purifier of silver”.

Christ sees it needful to.put his children into the 
furnace ; but he is seated by tho side of it, arid his 
eye is steadily intent on the work of purifying, nml his 
wisdom and love arc both engaged in the best man 
ner for them.—Their trials do not come at random 
the very hairs of their head are nil numlwred. As 
the lady was leaving the shop, the silversmith called 
her back, and said he had still further to mention, 
that he only knew when the process of purifying was 
complete by teeing hit own image rejlected in the sil­
ver. Beautiful figure ! when Christ secs his own 
image in his people, bis w ork of purify ing is accom­
plished.


