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The Catholic Necs

% Christianus mihl nomen est, Catholicus vero Cognomen.”—(Christian is my Name, but Catholic my Surname.

" YOLUME XVIIL

)—St. Pacian, 4th Century,
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party, the very ohjset for which the
dissentients are striving.
WELL KNOWN MEN,

On the platform were: Archbishop
Walsh, Sir Frauk Smith, Messrs. Hugh
Ryan, John Heney, John McKeown,
J. J. Foy, Revs. I. Ryan, F. O'Reilly
and Dean Harris, delegates ; Rev, Dr.
Burns, Hamilton; Messrs, . B, Iayes,
B. B. Hugnes, John Hanrahan, D, A,
Carey, H. T. Kelly. M. OConnor,
James Ryaa, E. O Keefe, Dr. Cassidy,
T. Winterberry, P. J. Lyner, A. T.
Hernon, P. Hynes, Jos. Connolly, J.
G. O'Donoghue, F. A. Anglin, A. J,
McDonagh, M. Walsh, W. T. J. Lee,
L. V. McBrady, P. Boyle, E. J. Hearn,
C. J. McCabe, N. Murphy, Rev. Messrs
Allaine, Treacy, Grogan, Morris,
Heydon, Crinion, Whitney, Sullivan,
McEntee, 1. Minehan, N. Minehan,
Wynn, Walsh, Carberry, Canning,
Aboulin, Mc¢Cann, Hand, Gallagher,
Brennan, Goearin, Kelly, Smyth, Teefy,
Dean Egan, and Very Rev. J. J.
McCann. Lotters of regret were read
from Hon. C. Fitzpatrick, Hon. John
Costigan, Hon. R.EM. Scott, Canon Mec-
Carthy of Oitawa, Hon. Ar. Mulock,
Mr, Peter Ryan, and others,

THE ARCIHBISHOP'S SPEECH

His Grace, who received an enthusi-
astic ovation on rising, said : Ladies
and genotlemen, it gives me sincere
pleasure to preside at this large and
influential meeting, assembled to greet
and honor several of our Canadian
delegates who assisted at the great
Irish racs couvention recently held in
Dublin, and to hear from them an
account of that memorable and epoch-
making event in the history of Ireland.
(Applause.) It will not be out of place
on this occasion to give a brief sketch
of the events that led up to that con
vention. The general election which
took place in Great Britain and Ireland
in the summer of last year resulted in
the return to power of a Conservative
anti-Home Rule Government, backed by
an immense majority. At that elec
tion, however, returned the
usual number of Nationlist representa
tives, but they were sadly divided
amongst themselves, Though profess
ing to labor for the same identical ob-
jeet, viz., the obtaining ot Home Rule
for Ireland, they wrangled and quar-
relled about men and methods and
frittered away their strength by inter-
necine dissensions. An anti-Home Rule
Government was in power, and the
Home Rule Parliamentary supporters,
like a panic-strickenarmy,turned their
weapons against themselves. The
Home Rule cause seemed wrecked and
lcst. It is true the great majority re
mained united and in proper subordin-
ation to thelr leade:is; but their efforts
were paralyzed and their cause
discredited by the destructive
work of faction. The Redmond-
ites Qlabored hard by tongue and
pen to keep up the unnatural strife,
wishing to make of the name and
memory of Parnell an immortal mis-
fortune and a constant source of ruin
to the very cause with which his name
and his fame are forever identified.
(Hear, hear.)

THEY BROKE FAITIL

Mr. Healy and his followers, though
pledged to support majority rule in the
party, shamefully broke their plighted
faith and made the confusion doubly
confounded by bitterly assailing the
leading Nationalist representatives
with the weapons of misrepresentation
and calumny. Nowonder that, under
these deplorable circumstances, the
enemies of Ireland should rejoice, and
that Irishmen abroad and at home
should hang their heads in shame and
humiliation at this disgraceful spect-
acle! (Hear, hear.) The Hon. Edward
Blake (loud cheers) came in for his
own share of obloquy and slander, not-
withstanding the great sacrifices he
had made for Ireland and the immense
and unpayable services he had ren-
dered to her cause, (Hear, hear.) At
or about the time of these happenings
the honorable gentleman came to spend
a short time with his family and
friends in Toronto; and our Irish
people decided that during his short

and heartfelt appreciation of his in-
valuable services to the cause of our
mother land Loud cheers.)
UNITY MEANT STRENGTH

In compliance with the wish of our
friends, aud for the purpose mentioned,
I published an open letter to Mr. Blake
in October of last year, Inthat letter I
deplored the fatal dissensions that rent
and destroyed theunity of theIrish Par
liamentary party, broke and shattered
its ranks and rendered it powerless
for good. Unity meant strength and
life (applause), division meant weak
ness and death. How was this neces-
gary unity to be restored to the Irish
Parliamentary party and perpetuated
among them? | suggested an Irish
race convention to be held in Dublin,
composed of chosen representatives of
the clergy and people of Ireland and
of an advisory representation of the
Irish race abroad. In that convention
Ireland should speak out her mind, in-
sist on unity and condemn faction.
Applause. ) In that assemblage the
voice of Ireland’s sons abroad should be
heard (applause), and their advice
considered. Surely, I said, repiesent-
ative Irishmen in convention assem-
bled, free from prejudices and
passions,  having at heart not
the triumph of party or fac-
tion but the welfare and hovor of
their race and the triumph of their
country’s cause, will be able to concert
and adopt such measures as will en-
force proper discipline and compel due
subordination in the ranks of the
nation’s representatives, and in this
way will be able to secure amongst
them that unity of purpose and of
action so absolutely vital to their effic-
iency and success. (Hear, hear.) This
idea at once commended itself to the
Irish people at home and atroad, and
like the click of the electric battery it
quickly flashed a message of hope and
joy to the scattered children of the sea
divided Gael. (Cheers.) Accerdingly
the convention was decided upon by
the leaders of the Irish national forces
at home, it was accepted by the Irish
people abroad, held in Dublin in the
first week of September last, and has
now become a memorable avd epoch-
making fact in Irish history. (Ap-
plause.

RETURN OF THE EXILES.
One feature of that convention was
unique and instructive, and was touch
ing and pathetic in its character — 1
refer to the large numbers of repre-
sentative Irishmen from abroad who
left their homes and their business pur-
suits, and at their own expense, and
out of strong, pure love for their
native land went back to Ireland to
aid, if it might be, by words of counsel
and encouragement the men at home
in their struggles for their just rights.
(Loud cheers The return of these
exiles for such a purpose must have
appealed to the great heart of the Irish
people with a power and a pathos that
words cannot express. (Hear, hear.)
In the beginning of the seventeenth
century the northern chieftains with
some of their retainers took flight from
Ireland to avoid imprisonment or
death. In describing this sad event
and its pathetic incidents poor McGee
wrote as follows :
“ Faron the sea to-night ye are—ye noble
Princes and captaing brave and ladies lorn,
And ship-pent children, happy in your

trouble, b
Who know not to what trials you are born.

 No port in sight—no nobly lighted mansion
To greet ye in, lords of the open hand ;
Cleauing I'see you by the sea washed stanch-
on,
Praying for any but your native land.

“ For God in heaven will not permit for ever
This exile of our greatest and our best,
Who, for the taith, in lifelong leal endeavor,
Upheld the holy Crusade of the West.

“ They will return : O, God the joy and glory

Of that proud day to all the race of Conn—
They.will return and in their after story
Find solace for the woes they've under-
gone.

BEVYOND THE SEAS,
In 1547 43 and subsequent years
there was a flight from Ireland, not of
chieftains and nobles, but of the Irish
people flying from the horrors of fam-
ine and pestilenceland from oppression
and tyranny. These cruelly tried peo-

the empire.
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