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“LA PRESSE” AND IRISH CATHOLICS.

1

one oi the Catholic exchanges in 
another province recently made refer- 
ence to a rumor In circulation that 
an eflort would be made to appoint

French-Cannd ‘an as successor to
the late Senator O'Brien. Thie ar- 
oueed the ire of our Catholic contem- 
norary and H indulged in some vig
orous language in condemnation, of 
such a proposal.

"La Presse” in Its issue of Wed
nesday referred to the matter in an 
article entitled "Gratuitous Insults 
to French-Canadiane, '’ in our opirv- 
to„, an extravagant use of strong 
words for the caption under the cir
cumstances. The outburst of indign
ation of “La Presse" is not Justified 
by events that have occurred within 
our memory.

French-Canadians, as we state else
where in this issue, have no reason 
to complain of the attitude of our 
people in the Province of Quebec. All 
those who have been qualified to 
speak on behalf of oùr section of the 
community in this province, and who 
have represented us in public affairs, 
have, whenever the occasion occurred, 
nobly defended every principle dear 
to the heart of French-Canadians.

What are the facts? Let our con
temporary pause a moment and re
flect upon the following. In reli
gious life have not our section shown 
loyalty and devotion under French- 
Canadian supm-iors, in the ranks of 
the regular and secular clergy. In re
ligious communities of both men and 
women.

Can “La Presse” point to any in- 
cident in any French-Canadian par
ish in this province where an Irish 
priest has been made the object of 
such real affection as that displayed 
by Irish Catholics towards French- 
Canadian priests. Fathers Singer, 
Campion, Toupin. Ouellete and Le- 
clalr, the latter now holding the 
high and responsible office of director 
of affairs, spiritual and temporal, of 
the leading Irish Catholic charitable 
institution of Montreal, the St. Pat
rick's Orphan Asylum. Can they 
point to any- incident illustrating such 
a spirit of true Christian charity 
an that of the golden jubilee celebra
tion. held in the mother Irish partsh 
in 1887, when the idol of the Irish 
race in Montreal, Father Dowd, took 
the venerable Father Toupin by the 
hand and insisted that that d stan- 
guished and saintly FrenchrCanadian 
priest should share the honors and 
congratulations of the Irish laity on 
that memorable occasion.

In political life, when their lang- 
nage was menaced with the threat of 
extinction, in so far as the public 
business of the country was concern
ed did not our Irish Catholic public 
men and the "True Witness." re
gardless of all considerations express 
thefir condemnation of such a policy 
of coercion.

In social life have not Irish Cath
olics, who have been afforded the op
portunity of enjoying the society of 
French-Canadians, shown their ap
preciation in various ways.

In the cause of charity where 
French-Canadians* interests were in 
question have not those of our race 
by their confidence, energy and finan
cial contributions aided those under
takings.

In commercial life have not Irish 
Catholics' at all times, whenever and 
wherever the proper Christian spirit 
prevailed, shown a disposition to 
join hands and allow no sentiment 
of race to intervene. So on in various

What is there to justify the ques
tion of “La Presse?”

"Why do Irish Catholics who 
should Le the natural allies of 
French-Canadians always diisplay 
such antipathy; it Is for us inex- 
plainable. We will be happy to be
hold a change in this condition of 
affairs, because we are ready to 
manifest a spirit of reciprocity with 
them as a section of our community, 
for whom we cherish feelings of 
good-will?”

This is not the first time in which 
“La Presse" has given expression to 
such views. Our people have always 
shown a desire to be on the most 
friendly terms with their French- 
Canadian fellow-citizens, despite the 
fact that in municipal provincial and 
Federal affoirrt, our representation 
has been, we say unfairly and unpa- 
triotically, restricted to one district 
of the city. Let our contemporary 
look nearer home for subjects of il
lustration instead of mak ng a com
parison such as it has done in the 
following paragraph;

“With a population of 114,842 
souls in the Province of Quebec Irish 
Catholics have two representatives 
in the Senate, while FrenchrCana- 
dians in the Province of Ontario num
ber 158,671, have but one represent
ative in that body.” This view is 
unjust for obvious reasons.

French-Canadians have a magnifi
cent opportunity of perpetuating 
their name on this continent. They 
are the majority in the premier city 
of Canada, a city the future develop
ment of which not even the veriest 
optimist can outline. Let that ma
jority show our people some practic
al proofs of the reciprocity to which 
“La Presse” refers. Surely there is 
ample scope for it.

Since the above was written we 
have received a partial list of the, be
quests of the late Senator O’Brien, 
which we publish in another column. 
“La Presse” will, no doubt, be glad 
to notice that Notre Dame Hospital 
and another French-Canadian charit
able institution have not been for
gotten.

*************************************
***********************

contact of even thinking atout them; 
and not a few are suggestive of 
smiles and pity. We road the other 
day of one of these last mentioned; 
and were it not that it touches upon 
the serious question of education and 
of the unfaftv position that Catholic 
children, and Catholic parents, find 
themselves in, on this continent, we 
wçmld not bother with the incident.

The story is this! As the 21st 
May was Ascension Thursday, a 
large number of Catholic children at
tending school 49, New York city, 
failed to appear when the school 
opened ip the morning. They had 
gone to attend Mass; it bfeing a 
Holy day of obligation. The rest of 
the story we give in the language of 
the report that we have read:—

When the school bell sounded as
sembly at 9 o’clock the principal, 
the teachers, matrons and janitors 
were all in their places. So was 
everybody, in fact, but the pupils. 
There were few of these present, and 
James R. Pettigrew, the principal, 
assembled his large corps of assist
ants and the shrunken attendance of 
his pupils in the main hall and ex
pressed his mind freely on the sub
ject of religiqus enthusiasm. A large 
number of the teacners are Catho
lics, but they had attended the early 
service and were at their posts as 
usual. They were very angry at Mr. 
Pettigrew’s remarks, which they say 
included:

“The children wohld be better off 
here than in church.

“Why don’t the priest tell them to 
take a bath? Those are the children 
who have dirty hands and finger

‘/‘These are the children ttoio spell 
‘whose’ h-o-s-e and h-o-c-s, and the 
personal pronoun t-h-e-r-e. ”

To a reporter Mr. Pettigrew said 
it was a tempest in a tea-pot; that 
he had for years allowed all the 
children to attend religious services 
on the days when their creed requir
ed it, but in this case he had been 
imposed upon by a large number of 
Protestant children absenting them
selves on the same pretext,, and that 
he understood that some ot the 
Catholic mothers did not want their 
children to be away from school.

It was asserted, however, that the 
Catholic Board of Education will in
vestigate the principal’s reported re
marks. The parents of the Catholic 
children are very angry about them.

We do not know whether the Board 
really intends to investigate or not; 
nor do we know what benefit would 
be derived from any investigation, as 
the satisfaction that would be given, 
in all probability, would be very 
slight'. Nor have we much care whe
ther this Pettigrew was serious in 
his excuses or not. All we know is 
that a man who, under any circum
stance, could be so vulgar as to give 
the children whom he is teaching 
such a manifestation of lack of re
finement, want oi education, and ab
sence of all the qualifications that a 
teacher should possess, is absolutely 
unfit to be the model for and in
structor of youth. If such language, 
such coarseness, and such absence of 
consideration for the feelings of 
others were exhibited in a Catholic 
institution, towards some of the Pro
testant puiNls, that frequent in such 
numbers our colleges, convents, and 
academies, what a howl would go

laboratory. Unless the revelations 
in Newark are such as tend to con
found all previous researches for an 
antitoxin serum for tuberculosis the 
treatment of the disease is still 
where it has been for the last twenty 
years.”

There is some sense in tne com
ments. So many of these new-fang
led, world-regenerating, life-securing, 
immortality-producing experiments 
have been made, that it is no won
der the human mind becomes suspi
cious of them. They are ushered in 
with a flourish of trumpets and the 
final result is that, after a few suc
cessful trials (we never hear of the 
countless failures) they die away in 
oblivion. And the great world goes 
on; human beings are born, grow up, 
suffer, catch diseates, and eventually 
die, generally inside the limits of the 
allotted span, while not one whit Is 
the plan of the Creator altered. 
There is a feverish idea abroad to
day that Impels every one taken with 
it to seek any or every means of pi o- 
longing life, of escaping- suffering, of 
avoiding labor, of pushing back 
death. Better and more effectively 
would the time be spent in preparing 
for that death and for the life be
yond; far more profitable to draw 
the sting from death and divest it of 
half its horrors by making ready to 
meet it. But this would be a sacri
fice, a bending of the will, a sub
mission to God; and man’s heart is 
rebellious when God’s grace is not 
within it. Yet the olden law stands 
good. It was spoken at the gate of 
Eden, and it Is ordained that “man 
shall earn his bread with the sweat 
of his brow,” and that “every man 
shall die.’’ and “after death comes 
judgment.” There is no serum in 
nature that can save us from that 
law; as well to submit.

St. Patriot's Academy 
Reading Circle.

claims and demands, which are out 
of all proportion both to their num
bers and to their deserts.

As to numbers the Romanists in 
the empire are in a very considerable 
minority, and only rank next to the 
Jews, from whom tbey differ in 
everything which constitutes a claim 
to consideration; for whereas the 
Jews are thrifty, hardworking, loyal, 
law-abiding—the Romanists are—as 
a rule—just the reverse."

We need not go on with thus tir
ade. What we have given will suffice 
to show the calaber of the man. But 
the reply ot the Editor is Indeed de
serving of attention. Here is his re-

"Colonel Porcelli stands condetr.fi- 
ed in his arguments even from his 
own pen. In language less true even 
than courteous he asserts that Cath- 
olics—or, as he would say, Roman
ists—are seeking more than their 
numbers warrant, from which, of 
course, we assume that he favors ma
jority rule In religious matters. Ac-

A GOOD ANSWER. — Nothing 
pleases us more than a good and ef
fective answer to those people who 
are ever seeking to build up difficult
ies and create troubles concerning 
Catholic affairs,, when, in reality 
they know absolutely nothing about 
the Church, beyond what they have 
picked from most anti-Catholic 
sources. Recently a writer, signing 
“Alfred Porcelli” —an Italian name, 
to all appearance sent a letter to 
the London “Universe,” in which he
says:- jority rule in religious ™»uvCa~ —

"Sir,-I see you style the King of coring to this plan the vast Wjori* 
England’s unfortunate and utterly of Hindus should rule in 
mistaken move -a complimentary 
visit to the Vatican.’ As a fact, he 
saw nothing, practically, of 'the Va
tican,' confining himself to a private 
talk with the Blsbop ot Rome in his 
private room. 'The Vatican’ is s 
building. ■ ' ,

in the true meaning of the word. It 
»*s politic perhaps, and intended to 
make things work more smoothly In 
Ireland, Canada,

n*.'■, wHr™™

who are 
of i 
their

se you style the King ol coring to this plan tne 
unfortunate and utterly ■ oi Hindus should ru e

....... ...........................matters and insult and penalise
every other religious body in the Em
pire. If the Hindus were too civil
ized for that the duty would fall to 
the Mahommedane oi India, who al
so might be more polite than the 
Anglican Church, and forbear from 
public insult qf the oldest Christian 
body. After that would come . the 
Buddhists, and then the Anglican 
Church, which, coming fourth, arro- 

the rights which the pagan
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to do with justice. As 
r of Catholics, we would 
is a strange disloyalty
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which, out of 11,000,000, finds 6,000 
to lay down their lives in the late 
war, whilst out oi the non-Catholic 
population nearly 400,000,000, the 
full number slain was 14,000. At 

! the Catholic rate per head of the 
1 population the number of non-Cath- 

olics killed should have been equal to 
the whole British army. Why this 
nonrCatholic disloyalty, to judge by 
deeds? The argument ae to. the visit 
to the Vatican is not worth much 
truly. Most non-Catholics called it 
"complimentary." We regret that 
Colonel Porcelli has so serious a dif
ference with his friends'. We regret, 
indeed, to find that His Majesty was 
so rude as to shut his eyes and ob
ject to see anything or anybody but 
the Pope and his private room. It is 
remarkable that even Colonel Pro- 
celU should endeavor to split such a 
hair as divides a visit to the Pope 
and a visit to the Vatican. It is all 
over. We trust Colonel Porcelli will 
not deem us to have abused him. We 
have not mutilated his letter as we 
fairly might have done, nor garbled 
it. We have given it in its bare un- 

j loveliness. This being so we will 
j take leave of our old opponent with 
a quotation from the Colonel's let
ter: fit is a good thing to be told 
the truth,'.' for which reason., and for 
Colonel Porcellt’s sake, we have 
troubled to rebuke him mildly.—Ed, 
Untv.) .

BIGOTRY.—From time to time 
very queer Instances of bigotry 
come to our attention. Some of than 
are actually too contemptible to de
serve comment; others are so miser
ably vindictive that one hates the

THE SERUM TREATMENT. — 
From Newark, N.J., comes the news 
of a serum treatment for tuberculo
sis that has the endorsation of the 
Board of Health. They tell us that 
it has been ti **d in several cases and 
has been a grand success. Quite pos
sible; but we are strongly of the 
opinion of a New York contemporary 
which thus refers to this matter;—? .

“Scarcely a day passes that has 
not ite new discovery of a sure rem
edy tot the inâlady. At present the 
trend of experimental research is in 
the direction of serum treatment. The 
number and variety of the tuberculo
sis antitoxins seems infinite. From 
the time Professor Koch, of Berlin, 
exploited his tuberculin until the pre
sent there has been no end of injec
tions into the bodies of the unfor
tunate victims. Each experimenter 
reports good results, and while the 
game goes on the average death rate 
remains virtually the same. A cer
tain proportion of cases of “con
sumption” are destined to recover in 
any event, and the result is natural
ly attributed to the particular med
ication ou trial. Hence every new 
method has its ratio of successes and 
each new investigator is duly sang
uine as to the value of his discovery. 
Thus, while duly lauding the motives 
of the laboratory men, we are forced 
to accept their conclusions with judi
cious suspicion.”

After commercing upon the sup
posed merits of the discovery in ques
tion, the same writer says:—

“It is safe to say that the con
sensus of professional opinion to-day 
is not in favor of the serum treat
ment of tuberculosis. This conclu
sion is based on a much larger expe
rience than can be obtained in any

ALL SAILORS WELCOME.
Concert Every Wednesday Evening

All Local Talent Invited; the finest 
in the City pay us a visit.

MASS at t.80 a.m. on Sunday. 
Sacred Concert on Sunday Even

ing.
Open week days from 9 a.m. to 10

On Sundays, from 1 p.m. te 16 
p.m.

Tel. Main 2161.

ST. PETER and COMMON Sts

On Monday evening last the mem-» 
bers of the Reading Circle of St. 
Patrick's Academy, Alexantter street, 
gave one of their seances. The pro
gramme was as follows:—

PART I.

Chorus, A Garden Fair.
Introductory remarks.
Recitation—Song of the Stars.
Action song—The Morning Glory.
Analysis of “Thanatopsis.”
Class recitation—Thanatopsls.

PART II.

Biographical sketch of Bryant, in
troducing “The Waterfowl,” “ The 
Hurricane,” “The Past.”

Chorus—The Birds.
Flower Drill.
Flower song—“Fo-ur-Leaf Clover.”
Thanks.
Instructress in elocution and phy

sical culture, Mrs. Belle Rose Ems-
ley.

All praise is due to the teachers 
and pupils. The programme was ren
dered in such a manner as to delight 
the friends of the institution. Rev. 
Martin Callaghan addressed the pupils 
at the close of the programme. He 
spoke of the great good that was be
ing done by Mother Aloysius and her 
able assistants. He referred to the 
various items* and expressed himself 
as pleased beyond measure not only 
with the rendering of the selections, 
but with the excellent views ex
pressed on the life and work of the 
poet, whose career would have been 
a far greater success If instead of be
ing nature's sweet singer he had been 
inspired by the supernal ural truths, 
which raise men's minds and hearts*, 
and lead them to the highest concep
tions.

Hon. Mr. Justice Curran, Mr. J. 
H. Semple, School Commissioner, 
and Mr. C. F. Smith, all devoted 
friends of the institution, each spoke 
words of praise and encouragement, 
and expressed their feelings of grati
tude to Mother Aloysius for the abil- 
tude to Mother Aloysius for her abil- 
standard of excellence of the Aca-

Brodie s celebrated 
8ELF-BAI8INC FLOUR

Is the Original and the Best.
A PREMIUM iItm or the empty bas

returned to our Office.
10 BLEU RY St., Montreal.

Parry Kennard’e, Kenwoed Farm, Owaece Lake, X.Y.

YORK STATE CIDER
ABSOLUTELY PURE.

Parry Kennard’s Sparkling Champagne Cider, $3.00 per dozen Impe
rial pints $5.50 per case of 2 dozen Imperial pints.

FRASER, VIGER & CO.

FRASER’S TEAS.
Fraser’s English Breakfast Teas

Per Ibj
Superbly Choicest Lapseng Souchong........................................ . ............ $1 00
The “Russian Karavan,” very choicest, early spring picked

Breakfast Congou ...............  ................. ................................................ 1 00
Choice Lapseng Souchong .......................................*•'................................. 75
Extra Congou .................................  .................................................... ?..........
Special Blend .......................................................................................... 45
English Breakfast ........................................................................................ ?.. 35
Good Black ...... ...................................... .............................. ........................... 25

Fraser’s Formosa Oolong Teas
Formosa.Oolong, "Royal Dragon Chop No. 1"...... ............................ 1 00
Formosa Oolong. "Royal Dragon Chop No. 2’’ .................................. 75-

Franer’s India and Ceylon Teas
''LILAC” TEA

In 1 It>. and t lb.'liSd packets, "a very he/rediing biehd of café-
fully selected growths" ............ . .......................... 50

Fraser’s “Golden Tipped” Ceylon, in 6 lb. boxes .....j ...... ;........... 50
Fraser's “Ceylon Bouquet,” in 6 lb. boxes ........................  ............... 50
Very Finest Ceylon ................................................  ........................  ............ 60
Choice Ceylon ................................. .................. ............................................. 85
Finest Scented Orange Pekoe ...... .......................... . .............................. 60
Fine Ceylon ...............  ......................... ................................ r.............  ;......... 25

Fraser’s Japan Teas
Vety Choicest Japan ............. ..........................  ................................ - ... 60
Extra Japan ................................................................. -....... ............  »?•........ 50
Fine Capan ......................................................... ».......................  ••• 40
Choice Japart ................................... « ..........  ............................................. . 80
Good Japan .......................j ............... ............................................................ 25

Fraser’s Young Hyson Teas Fto’1
Finest Young Hyson ................... -............................................. ?............... Wî
Gunpowder Tea ...... ...................... ....... ......................................-........... •••

All our Teas can be shipped in Caddies or Canisters of 6, 10 
20 lbs. each.

— ,r ------ —

FRASER, YIGBR A GO., fHf IWFIMFfl 1
ITALIAN WAREHOUSE. 

WT.MI.mllN. 207, 209 » 211 81.
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