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- Our Attitude on Moderation

Epiror’s NOTE —The following letter explains itself. It

ent by its signatories jointly to the Moderation League,
was » -

ho stated that they hoped to publish all the replies receiv-
“i (o their queries. So far, the following reply has not
ed 1o th

heen published by them.

P

SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA
Local (Vancouver) No. 1.

401 Pender St. East,
17th November, 1920
1 8. Glynes, General Secretary,
Moderation League,
Vancouver, B. C.

Sir— We, the undersigned candidates on the
Qociglist Party of Canada platform for the Van-
couver City Electoral District, are each in receipt
of vour letter of the 5th inst. containing a copy of
yo(;r platform, your prineiples and aims, and a copy
also of the resolution of your League, passed on
the 3rd instant. We are also in receipt of your
letter of the 16th instant, in which you request our
reply to the former communication asking us, in
response to the terms of the aformentioned resol-
ution, to say whether we are prepared to carry out
the objects of the Moderation League, independ-
ently of our Party affilation.

Since we cannot look upon these matters other-
wise than from our Party or working-class stand-
point, and since your League calls for our pro-
nouncement upon this question, our reason for
adopting this viewpoint must be, though briefly,
set forth. )

In our Party’s continuous educational campaign
of over fifteen years, we have laid incessant stress
upon the status in society of those who produce the
wealth of society. Whether they be wage workers
or salaried employes, they serve only as producers
of wealth and they enjoy no vestige of ownership in
that wealth when it is produced. The so-called cap-
tains of industry, npon whose shoulders the burden
of skill in direeting the wvarious industrial pro.
cesses is supposed to rest, are in reality to day en-
gaged, not in industrial supervision, but in the shad.
owy by-ways of eredit and finance. They are the
useless inheritors of the bourgeois class of Liberal
radition from whose efforts was supposed to reult

the extension of trade and commerece, and the devel-
opment of industrd.

"Today, the development of industry, through the
evolution of the various productive industrial pro-
cesses, has reached a point where the world’s work-
ers, attending these machines in mill, mine and fac-
tory, are alone able to produce an over-abundanece
of food and clothing and the general necessaries of
life, and they are able to'do this with these machines
running at less than half capacity. In the mean-
time, their masters, direftly and in-the shape of
financiers, press owners, pulpiteefs and politicians
call for more production. More production! Why?
Because, in a productive system that is based upon
the production of food, clothing and shelter—not
to be used by the community when needed, but to be
sold for profit, the realization of continuous profit
depends upon continuous production. The more
production, the more profit.

’I‘F:system we live under, the capitalist system,
is s0 perfected as a wealth producing system, that
its workers are able to produce more than the
everyday conditions of its markets will allow it to
consume. The productive glut is chronie. At the
present time there are mountains of commodities to
be sold and no market to sell them in, while at the
same time the workers are actually in need of relief
from hunger and want. They lack not only the
comforts of life, but the decencies of good food and
clathing. Yet they have by their energies produced
those mountains of commodities that lie awaiting
sale. More production is the popular cry, while at
the same time the capitalist class close the gates of
their factories and workshops in the face of those
who would produce more.

To us, candidates of the Socialist Party of Can-
ada, there is but one viewpoint upon any public is-
sue, and that is the class viewpoint, All other issues
are but momentary cries that will suffer abandon-
ment in a moment of industrial erisis.- In this elee-
tion, there will be many workers no doubt who will
concern themselves with what they may consider to
be a properly balanced Moderation Act. We have
this to say to them, that the day is not far off when
circumstances will eompel their attention to their
bare need for bread. Thousands of wage working

MATERIALIST CONCEPTION OF HISTORY
(Continued from page 3)

duced prostitution on the one hand and a demand
10r it onu the other, because of the inability of young
fuen to keep a home. A peculiarity also of our
odern industrialism is the development on the one
hand of factories and towns where females predom-
fate, as in the textile industry, and predominant
fale populations as in the mining and lumber
amps,

Therefore, we see how the economie conditions
re becoming more and more the most dominant
ictor in shaping man’s social institutions in every
‘Partment of human activities. We will trace the
nfluence of this factor in all human progress since
‘,"“.""l“rﬂ"d his subsistence by the invention of
' first tool to aid his means of production.
_“ur next lesson will deal further with this prim-
live stage of humanity, where woman lost her pos-
'ou of equality and became the subordinate of man.

PETER T. LECKIE

ECONOMIC CAUSES
OF WAR

By PETER T. LEOKIE.

These articles are now being published in
Pamphlet form. Ready next week. Orders
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men and women are without employment in Van-
couver today. The unemployed condition®is ser-
ious for them. Like their fellows in other parts of
the ‘world, their produective capacity, when employ-

ed, is so great, that now and then they are eom-

pelled to withdraw their energy from produetion so
that the surplus product may be gradually disposed
of through the avenues and channels of the world’s
market. ~

The life experience of the wage worker is just
plainly eat, work and sleep, and if he cannot find
work he loses sleep and eats asg best he may. In the
best of times, over a period of years, caleulated in
terms of personal material worth, his possessions
are nil. From the beginning of his life’s journey to
the end his funetion is to work, and the closer his
point of contaet with the machinery of wealth pro-
duction, the more miserable ig his.experience. He
works for wages, or he may be emgaged in an em-
ployment where salary, is the word, but in any case,
on the average, the amount of that wage or salary
is determined by the cost of those things necessary
to feed and clothe him so that he may eontinue in*
the labor process. He owns nothing and has nothing
to sell but the energy generated da him threugh the
consumption of those necesgities,

The issue that should interest him ipn this election
is the class issue. = His interest lies in aligning him-
self with all others of his kind, so that the produet
of his labor may be his. No Moderation Act and
no Prohibition Aect ean alter his eondition as a wige
worker whose produet belongs, not to him as pro-
ducer, but to his master as owner. No side issue
can obscure the main issue and the root cause of
the world’s trouble today, the exploitation of human
labor for private gain. We stand for the soeial
ownership of those things that are socially produced.
Clear away that issue first of all, and all other con-
tentious matters will be easily adjusted.

. 8 . We are, youra ete; -~
J. DENNIS
& ]
J. D. HARRINGTON
W. MeQUOID
J. F. SMITH
C. STEPHENSON
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CULLED FROM THE ‘‘PROVINCE"
(Vancouver), November 16, 1920. %

Tool of Profiteers.

Now that Wrangel’s effort has failed, it will do
no harm to tell the real genesis of the Crimean move-
ment. Wrangel was not a supporter of the old
regime, nor, at the outset anyway, did he intend un-
limited action against the Bolsheviks. He was in
reality the tool of a powerful business organization
with headquarters in Paris, in palatial offiges in the
Avenue Marcheau,

This company, called the Russo-French Society
of exploitation of South Russia and Crimea, was
formed at the beginning of the year with a capital
of 12,000,000 francs by a group of Franco-Russian
financiers and industrials, of whom M, Kamsnk of
the Banque Du Nord was the most prominent. They
included the principal shareholders of the iron mimes
of Krivolrog, and of Russa’s most valuable collier-
ies in the Dontez basin, south of Kharkov.

Piped Wrong Tune.

The company bought in France very large stocks
of clothing and supplies for Wrangel’s army, in-
tending to finarice their operations by the sale of
grain and other produce from the Crimea; later
they hoped to continue business with exportation of

iron and coal. They actually succeeded in bring-
ing some shiploads to Marseilles, which were sold
a good price. :

o l'ngiug t‘ho piper, they called the tune, and in-
sisted that a liberal form of government be estab-
lished in the area occupied by Wrangel. !n accord-
ance with their poliey his offensive was directed to-
ward Ekaternoslav and further north in the diree-
tion of the Donetz basin. Unfortunately they were
powerless to control the r_eactlonan?s from Con-
stantinople attracted by their general’s success.

(Verb Sap.)
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