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DIFFERENT BREEDS OF SHEEP.
To the Editor of the Live Stock Jeurnal :

I should like to see, in the Journal, a full
and fair description of the Cotswold, Leicester,
and Lincoln s eeE so a8 to distinguish one
from another. Sheep are being brought to my,
part of the country under the names, always,
of course, of the most popular breeds of the
neighborhood. F. H.

This inquiry has been answered in a former
number of the Journal. But as large numbers
of new subscribers are being added o our list
every month, it may be proper to repeat a gen-
eral description of the various breeds of long
wool and mutton sheep.

The Leicesters ars usually placed at thé
head of the Jong wool breeds as being the finest
in form and fleece, aud also because it has been
largely used in ‘erossing, for the improvement of
the other varieties.

The head is hornless, and rather long and
narrow ; ¢ars thin, with spots of bluish tinge,
The long, well cut ear of the pure Leicester,
with 1ts_sp_rightly backward inclination, is a
distinguishing characteristic of the breed, a«is
also the full prominent eye, with quiet and
lively expression. The face and forehead muat
be bare of wool, though covered with a fine
coat of hair— wflite, with a little inclination to
the bluish tint.

The body is straight, with ribs well sprung
and barrel-shaped ; the pelt inclined to be thin;
the wool exceedingly soft, fine and lus'rous,
and should be uniform over the whole of the
Carcass,

The extremities—muzzle and legs—are ex-
ceedingly fine, but the quarte:s are full snd
wide, with back broad and level. Indeed, the
carcass of the true Leicester sheep is as near
pti;lfect.ion in form as can be conceived pos-
sible.

The Cotswold, though of late years modified
by crosses of the Leicester blood, and, there-
fore, strongly resembling that breed, is some-
what coarser and longer in carcass; with a
heavier fleece, which should be as lustrous
though not 8o fine as the Leicester. The head
is larger. and must have a tuft of wool on the
forehead, which the Leicester variety never

has.

The Lincoln is as large as the Cotswold,
though in other respects, as now bred, very
strongly resembling the Leicester. The heau
s long, the face narrow and bare of wool, with
white fine hair and light bluish tint as in the
Leicester. They stand rather higher on the
leg than the two varieties before mentioned,
and the carcass is apt to be less symmetrical ;
but the fleece is longrr and heavier, and though
not quite so fine as the Leicester,is unsurpassed
in lustre, and, therefore, commands the best
prices in the markets.

1t is difficult to describe animals so as to en-
able a person to determine the pure-bred from
the mongrel ; indeed, the best judges are not
always able to detect the presence of a slight
dash of inferior blood.

One thing the producer may rely upon—that
long-wool sheep peddled about the country at
low prices are never puie-bred. Indeed,
blooded stock of all sorts should be purchased
of parties that are known as reputagle breed-
era—this is the only reliable security the pur-
chaser can have that the animal purchased will
turn out what it is represented to be.

The Southdown sheep has a broad, rather
ghort. though extremely neat, head ; forehead
covered with wool, and the face an(i legs with
grey or brown hair. The fleece is rather short
of good felting quality, equal to half-blood
Merino, but superior for flannel, &c., and
should be solid and compact, and of uniform
quality throughout without any projecting
hairs.

The carcass 8"ould be straight, with well-
sprung ribsand broad, level back, having wide
Tmrtem, deep flank, and well-packed twist.—
"T'his being held in higher esteem than any other
breed for the production of superior mutton,
the full and perfect developement of carcass is
deemed of tEe highest importance.

The Hampshire Downs are coarser in form
and fleece, with black faces and legs.

The Shropshire Downs are a cross between
the Southdowns and long-wools—a large breed
with long, coarse wool, in form resembling the
Cotswolds, with black faces and legs.

In regard to this matter of the color of the
faces and legs, it is remarkable that while the
Southdowns, which stand at the head of all
these varieties, have, as before observed, brown
or grey colors in these parts—their crosses on
other breels will frequently show black faces
and legs.

When the object is to keep a small fleck for
mutton, rams of this variety are found exceed-
ingly profitable to cross on ewes of a most any
other breed.  But the nearer they go to the
pure blood, the better the mutton.

CARE OF SHEEP,
1f possible, make arrangements to keep all
the sheep under shelter the present winter.—
And in the construction of sheds keep away
from low, wet ground. If left -to choose for
ahemselves, they seek that which is high and
Iy,

CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD MILKER.

We find in an exchange the following rules
given as a guide in purchasing dairy stock :—

1. Youth. A cow is in her prime when from
four to six years old, and the best paying time
to buy is just after the birth of her recond or
third calf.

2. Prominence and fulness of milk veins, and
velvety softness of skin. The millke veins run
down on either side of the animal towards the
udder, and are essily perceptible to the eye, or
can ren.d_llv be found by pressure of the hand,
if the animal is not over fat. The skin should
be soft and mellow, not hard, rough and
¢* gtaring.”

3. Symmetry, fulness and softness of the
udder. It should be ?r()a.d, well spread out,
projecting behind the legs, and also reaching
forward under the belly. Tbese should be a
softness to the touch, and an absence of
fleshness and thickness.

4. Perfeet number and condition of teats.

If‘ one teat is wanting, about a fourth less milk
will be the result. A cow’s udder is not, as
some gusr»_se, a barrel with four taps, but it
is divided into four different compartments,
called ‘“milk glands,” each of which has its
own tap or teat. It is not only important that
the full number of teats be present and in
working order, but it is desirable that they
will be well p'aced, not crowded together, but
{)retty far and uniformly apart; but rather
ong aund tapering; all pointing out and
downwards ; equal in size and even inappear-
ance.
4. Doeility and quietness of disposition.
These are indicated by large, mild and clear
eyes, and an air of contentment generally. A
cow that is quiet and contented feeds at ease,
chews her cud with entire satisfaction, and will
secrcte and yield more milk than any restless
and turbulent animal, having similar charac-
teristics in other respects.

FROM CONTINENTAL CORRESPONDENCH OF
PRAIRIE FARMER.

We have at last a clean bill of health re-
specting the plague. One case of suspected
typhus was notified to the authorities, the
animal was slaughterad, but the post mortem
examination revealed no signs of the scourge.
Far otherwise is the condition of the foot-and-
mouth disease. It ragesnot only extensively
but with intense gravity. That it is contagi-
ous is now admitted, and much regret is ex-
pressed that in point of vigorous inspection
and summarily circumscribing it, all was for-

otten. The milk, too, of affected stock is no
onger considered safe, evenwhen boiled. Car-
bolic acid given as a drink or used as an injec-
tion, in small doses cautiously diluted, is
highly spoken of hoth as a remedy and a pre-
ventive. Vaccination has been tried but unsuc-
cessfully. A drink composed of cooked bar-
ley, following a slight dose of Glaube’s salts,
produced good effects. It has been observed
that a sure symptom ef the disease is when
the mik, left to set, throws up but little
cream.

TRANSACTIONS IN LINCOLNS,

Richard Gibson, Exq., writes to the National
Live Stock Journal, that he has purchased all of
J. C. Snell’s imported Lincolns. Also, that he
has sold four imported shearling ¢wes, to Mr.
Thomson, London, Ontario; an imported ram
to Mr. Wright, of Windsor, Ont. ; a ram to
F. Sales ; and 23 high grade ewes (on Lcicester
foundation), to Col. King, of Minneapolis, Minn.

John Snell & Sons., ¢ Willow T.odge,” Td-
monton, Canada, have rccently inade the
following sales:—To ,S. Truman, Mitchell
Iowa, one Cotswold ram lamb ; to J. Tompkin’
Spencer, N. Y., one Cotswold ram lamb and
one‘ewe lamb ; to R. Kenny, Ottawa, one Cots-
wold ram lamb, one Leicester ram lamb, and
six Leicester ewes; to H. Jeffiay, Whithy,
Ont., 10 Leicestep'ewes ; to J. Rowart, Dariie,
Ont., ene Cotdwold ram lamb ; to . Cameron,
Perth,Ont., four Leicester lambs,

THE NECESSITY I'OR IMPROVEMENT.
A correspondent of the Rural Home, in dis-

cussing the sheep question, declares that it is
no longer protitable to keep flocks of Merinos in
the older States which will only shear an

average of 4 lba. of wool. He mentions the
names of Geo. Ashley, of Hemlock Lake, N.Y .,
and also these of Messrs, S. P. Reed, R. C.
Beach and H. D. Adams (same place we pre
gsnme), which have been carefu'ly bred, and
average from 74 to 8 1bs. of washed wool ; “and
the day is far distant,” he thinks, when such
flocks ‘“will not pay in in Western§New York.”

provement in all directions, is the price of
BUCCEsS,

PURCHASE OF COTSWOLDS.
Messrs. Snell have purchas:d the entire flock
of Cotswolds of A. & J. Jeffrey, Whithv, Ont.,
bred from the stock of . W. Stone, of Guelph.

—

COTSWOLD._SALES.

John R. Craig, Esq., Edmonton, "Ont., 're-
ports sales of a Cotswold ram each, to Mr.
Moffat. of Ohio; B. F. Doran, Buncetown,
Mo. ; Robert Kerr, Mexico, Mo. ; H, Welleno;
Blackwell, Mo ; J. W, F, Belt, Bethalto, Mo.,
Mr. Duffy. St. Louis. Mo. ; B. L. Dorsey,
Dorsey Station, TII.  Four rams to Wm. Gill,
Runker Hill, Mo. ; five rams to A. S. Ferguson
St. Louis. Mo. ; one ewe to E. M. Chrisman
Tacksonville, TIl. ; four ewes to Messrs. Miller
& Powell, Beecher, Il ; and four ewes to Capt.
Bastle, St. T.ouis. Mo. Also a prize pen of
five, embracing selections from the winners at
the English Royal of 1871, and the Canada
and American fairs of 1872 (being the pen to
which was awarded the sweepstakes for any,
age or breed at St. L»ouis, 1872), for $1,000.

Poultry Pad.

HENNERIES NECESSARY.

The Germantown Telegraph says:—Those
not fully familiar with all the requirements of
the ** hennery,” should remember that if they
desire a liberal crop of egys in the winter, fowls
must be fed with raw meat chopped fine, not
less than twice a week. They should have a
constant supply of gravel, also ald mortar, lime
or ground bones, They should be kept warm—
the house should have a mouthern exposure, if
possible, with window lights to shift when ne-
cessary. Noone who cares about the appear-
ance of his lawns, or the cleanliness of his
yards, doersteps, ¢tc., should allow his fowls to
wander about. A chicken yard as well asa
chicken house, is indispensable.  Als a dessert,

be overlooked. On it mainly depends the suc-
cees of the hennery in winter.

DISEASES OF POULTRY.

Nearly all poultry diseases are caused either
by wet, want of cleanlines, or bad feeding ; in
other words by neglect somewhere. It is
casier to guard against this than to cure birds
when they are ill, which is almost always a very
unsatisfactory speculation. 'The chief obstacle
is that being covered with few feathers, there
are few symptoms to observe ; and as the poor
dumb things cannot tell what is the mattdr
with them, we often have to prescribe very much
in the dark. We see, for instance, a fowl evi-
dently ill, with feathers ruftied, comb dark and
dull, appetite nearly gone, and listless and dull
in manner ; but this may be the result of many
different causes, and mo¥e special symptoms are
hard to discover, seeing we can hardly feel ita
pulse, and its skin is difficult to examine.
Common fowls hardly pay the trouble they give
in treatment ; but with valuable birds the .case
is different, and it is chiefly ‘on their account
wo give what is yet known, so far as we are able
to discover, of poultry disease.

There can be no doubt whatever that a cer-
tain percentage of death amoogst fowls is an
actual benefit, Fowls, like éverything else,
must die some time; and, again like everything
else, it can but seldom happen that the cause of
death will be mere old age. A certain propor-
tion of loss, therefore, is not necessarily a proof
of mismanagement, but is rather part of cco-
nomy of the great superintendent of the uni-
aerse, by which creatures no longer really
capable of maintaing the vigor of the species
are taken from a world in which they are of no
further use. As is well put by a writer in one
of the Ameiican poultry journals, ‘‘the sure
eve of Nature has picked out the very ones that
you would be glad to get rid of eould you detect

to breed from; the weakness, moreover, often
consisting in some profound fauls that does not
show itself.”

It is cases of this nature, in which some extra
trial of weather or circumstances has only de-
veloped latent weakness, issuing or not, as the
case may be, in any well—mar‘f(cd complaint,
which are difticu’t or even impossible of cure.
There are, however, many cases in which ex-
posure or other active cause has occasioned
acute discase in the most lie Ithy birds pre-
senting plainly-marked symptoms, the treat-

ment of which is well underfrood.  Such arc
the mostly zinensble to judicious treatment,
ancd fowls of priceless value may thus be paved,

which otherwise must be lost to the mnateur.
Between the mmall croup of such plainly marked
(iseascs— as roup —and thé many instances in
which t all present knowledge the symptowr
are totally obscure, and reeovery must be left

Keeping the best, and studying hard for im- .

to the natural powers of the bird, aided by such
nursing and regiinen us appears best, is a large
class of cases in which partial groud for gui-
dance is afforded by some one oc more symp-
toms of 4 inarked character, In these also
treatment may be adopted with hope if the
allection be of a sudden or acutecharacter ; but
i ehronic symptoms usually betray ¢ nstitutional
‘ weakness, and are not only difficalt to deal
with, but even in the interest of the yard it is
often better to let them run theirna ural course,
or to anticipate their effect by merciful exeou-
tion. — Wright's Illustrated Book of Poultry,

'has the reverse of t

them, and has left you the hardier individuals }
| e 2gH.

PURCHASING UNDRAWN POULTRY.

We are one of a score housekeepers who
totally object to the purchdfing of poultry un-
less it be drawn. The habit of forcing fowls
on the market undrawn, and allowing them to
freeze and thaw (generally with full erops), by
which process they become fetid and tum
green, can not prove otherwise than unwhole-
some food—mnot fit to be eaten. No fowls
ghould be purchased by housekeepers unless
they are properly cleaned and drawn. In many
cities there is a fine imposed upon the person
who offers undrawn poultry upon the market
for sale.

PURCHASING POULTRY FOR THE TABLE.

®WAs we have given the mode for fattening
fowls for market. &e., we now have a word of
caution to offer those purchasing poultry which
may not. perhaps, come amiss.  Those who mre
not good judzes of poultry, as to their age,
may, and often do, have old, tough fowls
palimed off upon them by an unscrupulous
dealer. !
Fowls are killed and prepared for market
with much adroitness and eare by rome dealers,
and many devices practiced to catch the e*ﬂe
of the unsophisticated purchaser—the best side
of the poultry being shown to the greatest ad-
wantace. Everv sort of fowl is killed, plucked
and put on the wmarket, and if the purchaser
buvs an inferinr article at‘an exhorbitant prioce,
he has only himself to blame for so doing.

HOW TO JUDGE THE AGE OF POULTRY.

The age »f a plucked fowl can be judged
simply by the legs. If the scales on the leg of

| » hen'are rough and the spur hard, it will not

a feed of crushed hones or bone dust should not ;]’e necessary {o see the head to determing that

she is old ; still the head will corroborate your
ohservation; if that of an old hen, the bill
will be stiff #nd hard, and the comb rough and'
thick. The scales on the leg of & Xoung hen
are smooth, glossy and fresh colored, whateven
the color may be ; only the rudiments of spurs
are observable ; the claws tender and short, the
under bill soft, the comb thin apd smoo An
old hen turkey has_rough scales on the legs,
callosities on the soles or bottom of the feet,
and long, strong claws; while a yo turkey
heso marks, "thom
goose or dnck can be readily told by the ten-
derness of the skin under the the
strength of the joints of the legs, and the
coarseness of the skin.,
Tf the foregoing directions are strictly fol«
lowed, in purchasing poultry, we will venture
the assertion that the *‘goed housewife” will
have no fault to find with the length of time it
takes to cook, or the toughness of her holida
turkey, goose or chicken, = This mode of ﬁnl
ing out the age of fowls is infallible,

HEALTHY FOOD FOR OHIUKENS,

T have noticed lately, in many of the East«
ern and Western papers devoted to the iriterest
of farmers, a great complaint in regard te
*“Chicken Disease,” almost equal to the * Epi-
zootic.” among the horses. Now I find no such
reason to complain of mine, and T have as fine
gtock as thero is in the county, full-bloods of
different kinds. Having had considerable ex-
perience in the ¢ chicken business,” I will tell
vour thousands of readershow I feed mine from
Nov. 18t to Feb, 31st.

For one hundred hens T take everg morn
one dozen medium sized potatoes boiled an
mashed, together with five quarts of bran, one
quart of good wheat middlings, and one tea-
spoonful of Cayenne pepper; mix the whole
with hot water. This dish they relish. keep
perfectly healthy and produce an abundance of
I, of courne, give them fresh water
every day, and get at the buteher’s every Wed-
nesday morning. three lbs. of what we, in the
West, call *“ eracknels,” or the refuse of ren-
Aerings of lard, The cost of this latteris very
cheap—three cents per 1b.—and the chicks de-
vour it with as much zest as you and I do our
mince pies.

‘When there is smow on the ground I keep
them in the hen house, which is always kept
clean and drv, one built expressly for them, 28
hy 40, with every convenience ‘for their com-
fort. Of course to have mnice, healthy and fat:
chickens. and plenty of fresh eggs, requires
care : but T do this in the morning while break-
“agt i heing prepared, and don’t seem to miss
the time: and when we desire a nice, fat,plump
hen for dinner or eggs for breakfast, we slways

have them pn hand. Our Brahmas. when
roasted, are about eanal to a turkex.—C. S, &
Tonn. Plymouth, Ind., in *Moore’s Rural
New-Yorker.”
— — __,_....,._w—_zfxzx,
A Lonigville man who l:ﬁd only been ao-
quainted with his girl two ghts, attempted
to kiss her at the gate. In bis dyink depos-
tion he told the doctors thitt just as he ** kisa-
.d her the earth glid out from under his feot,
aud his soul went out of his mouth, while his
head touched the stans.” Leter dispaiches
show that what ailed him wss 'the” old man’s

boot.
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