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Stock Bepartment.

The following extract will be read with in-
terest. as it shows different modes and cus-
toms to our own :

A CATTLE SALE IN A 8OUTH AMERICAN
TOWN.

A tropero, or _cattle-dealer, arrives at the
Estancia, and all 1s at onge bustle and prepar-
ation for the morrow, duriug which from four
t five hundred fat bullocks must be made up
in o troop or drove, and handed over to him.
The first warning of the approach of dawn is
sounded by the clear note of the eock, the
shrill scream of the ever-wakeful tero-tero, or
South Awmerican lap-wing, and the hoarse
boom of the nandu, aveztruz, or ostrich, as he
leads forth his young to their early meal of
thistle-heads and coarse pasturage.  Every
one promptly answers the summons to be up
and stirring.

The not very elaborate toilet of the camp is
quickly peiformed. The dress usually worn
in the camp consits of a pair of very wide cot-
ton drawers, over which is worn a piece of
gnudily-covered cloth about four feet square,
one end of which is fastened behind, and the
other in front, by a brown silk sash.

Round the waist is worn7a broad belt, in
which are various pockets, and which supports
the indispensable knife. Add to this a light

oncho, or eloak, thrown over the shoulders, a
groad-brimmed felt hat,a pair of long boots
reaching to the knee, on the heels of which
are fastened a pair of spurs, with rowels of
about five inches in diameter. and you can

icture a camp-man prepared for his morn-
1ng’s work.

Al now congregate round the kitchen-fire
to wait for the first streak of day. Here one
is engaged in reasting a bit of meat onan
iron spit; another is deftly rolling up a sup-
ply of paper cigars; soie are by means of a
tube, industriously sucking the fragrant juice
of the yerba mate from the little gourd which
gerves for a tea-pot, while one and all are bus-
ily chatiing, either in the soft and flowing lan-
guage of old Qastil:, or in the guttural lan-
guage of the Pampa Indian. Soon, however,
the capataz, or foreman, annouuces the ap-
proach of day in the east, and all are immedi-
ately engaged in saddling up.

This process] is rather more complicated
than the adjustment of a few light straps and
girths necessary for holding on an Knglish
saddle. A thick rug or horse-cloth is tirst

laced on the back of the animal, over which
1s laid a caronna, which is a large square piece
of dressed leather, or of raw hide, as the case
may be; then comes a heavy demi-peak sad-
dle, which is secured by a broad girth of cin-
cha or raw-hide; over thisis a thick, soft rug,
called a pillon, or cojinitlo, covered by a small
picce of nicely dressed ide, and secured by a
sircingle, or sobrecincha; the whole i3 called a
recado, and weighs about 40 1bs.

1t is, in many respects, more clumsy and
unmanageable than the English caddle, but

shonld night overtake two travellers in the
camp, one the proud possessor of a neat Eng-
lish racing saddle, the other with a common
recado, the advantage of the latter over the
former becomes very apparent. The man
with the English saddle, after picketing bis
horse, selects a dry tuft of grass on_which to
sit, and, with his saddle on his head, and h's
Lead on his knees, dozes and shivers in wret-
chedness till dawn.  Many a longing and co-
vetous glance does he cast at h'gs companiou,
who, having spread out his varous traps on
the ground, stretches himself comfort bly ona
soft bed, impervious to the dampness of the
ground, and, with his head on his saddle and
a thick horse-cloth around him. sieeps goundly
and uninterruptedly till worning.

The horses have been tied up all night; and,
wearied by this unwonted restraint, one or
two show a decided unwillingness to submit to
he mounted, 'This, however, is a mere matter
of amusement to the swarthy savage, who
lightly vaults into the saddle, and the air re-
sounds with shouts and yells of encourage-
ment or derision as the cruel spur is sunk,
and, with the nose to the gronnd and back
arched, the buck-jumper bounds off over the
soft turf. The horses soon settle to the work;
the men scatter themselves along the bound-
aries of the Estancia, and, when a complete
cordon has been formed of from six to seven
miles in length, all begin to close in towards a
‘common centre.

Froni every quarter of the compass may be
heard the loud yeils and sbrill Indian war
whoops of the men as they rouse the cattle
from their lairs in the tall grass. Away inthe

L and cracking of whips, up to where the tame

distance are scen long lines of cattle, coming
at & steady, swinging gallop, while behind
them are half a dozen natives, dashing along
on their active lLosses, waving their bright-
colored ponchos, and shouting like axcited
maniacs. As the various lines converge, there
may be seen troops of scuel ostiiches, and
small groups of roe-deer, confused and terri-
fied, with, perhaps, a stiay stag among the
generahmob,

All a>e at last surronnded on a certain spot
gf crowpd, always used for the same purpese,
and called the rodev, (from “rodear,” to sur-
round) the blown and foaming horses are let
go, fresh ones caught and saddled, and the
woik of the day commences.

The tame working oxen are first parted off,
and kept ata spot about flve hundred yards
off, to act as a sort of decoy to the wild ones.
The tropero rides in awoug the cattle and
points out those which he considers fat enongh
for the market. Tue selected novillo, or bul-
lock, is taken by three men, who, one on each
side and one behind, drive him at full gallop,
confused and terrified by the frantic shouts

oxen stand, where he is lett, and they return
for another.

Ssmetimes, in spite of whip and shout, he
suddenly stops, and when the horsemen bave
shot past, gallops_back, thinking his escape
accomplished.  Not so easily, however, are
his dusky pursuers to be baftled.  One or two
lassos are speedily uncoiled, the noose of tough
green hide drops over the horns of the fugi-
tive, and the hardy little horse, though not
half his weight, pulls him struggling, bellow-
ing, and haif-choked, up to the required spot.
Llere a second lasso is adroitly thrown, so that
the bullock puts his hind legs into the noose,
when it is immediately pulled tight, and he
falls heavily to the ground. The first horse-
man now dismounts, removes his lasso from
the horns, and when he has remounted. the
lasso on the legs is slackened, the bullock gets
up, steps out of the hoop, and walks suikily
in among his doomed brethren.

Thus does the work of the day progress, the
monotony being relieved by oceasional acei-
dents and casualities, Ilere comes a man,
dashing along with a slackened rein and busy
spur, when suddenly his horse comes_down;
not, indeed, after the manner of an English
horse performmg the same feat, but planting
bis forehead on the gronnd he turrs a com-
plete somersault like a practised acrobat. The
rider, however, alights on his feet, runs clear
of his horse’s heels, and joining in the peal of
laughter which his contietemps has elicited
from his dusky companions, jumps on his_err-
ing steed, and is soon galloping on as reckless
as before.

Perhaps, too, the girth or cincha, to which
the lasso is fastened, gives way, when the
whole trappings are suddeuly and rudely
snatched from underneath the astonished
rider, who falls prone to the earth. The lasso
itself, when kept at its fullest tension b]y a
Lorse at one end and a bullock at the other,
suddenly parts in- tne middle, and the end
comes back in the fice of the rider with such
force as toloave an ineflaceable scar across his
swart brow. ‘These slight accidents only
serve, however, to make the work of the day
less monotonus, and afford food for possip
while sucking the never-failing mate or tea
over the evening fire. )

The required number of cattle having been
parted off, they are all shut up in alarge cor-
ral, or yard for the night. A bullock is killed,
and cut up in convenient pieces without re-
movingz the hide. Fires are lit, at which each
man roasts his cwn' allowance, generally about
five or six poundsin weight. K :ttles of hot
water are prepared for mate, and the dusky
Indiaus are happy. After supper, CZars,
cards and guitars are produced, and amid
smoking, playinz and danc'ng, the eveuinz
quickly passes away, till one yfccrqnut}mr
spre ds out his saddle, and, rolling himself in
his poncho, betakes himself to rest for the
nieht. The fires ara left in charge of the dogs,
and silence reigns over all until the freshening
cold which is felt shortly hefore dawn rouses
all to a renewal of their labors.

Next morning the troep ia driven to the
boundaries of the Estancia, where they are
counted over as they run past between tiwo
lines of men. The dealer pays down  hix
money, and with the help of his hired peons
or servants, marches for the sg\l:ulem or
slaughter-house in town. The price l{sm_hy
paid for fat three-year old oxen, weighing
from four to five hundred pounds, is about £1

jerked beef, and the bones are steamed for the
grease which they yield, and afterwards burnt
_for bone ash, which forms an importaut item
in the exports of the country.

A STOCK FARM IN AUSTRALIA.

The following description of a stock farm in
the Colony of Victoria is taken from the Mel-
bourne Argus:

~ This pretty station—the cream of the
Colony ot Victoria it may be called without
fear of contradiction—is about four miles from
Colac, on the western road. The homestead
is prettily situated on the side of & hill, whirh
is tastefully and naturally studded with black-
wood trees, and commands a view of the town-
ship of Coiac, and lake also of the same name,
with Mount Gellibrand in the background —
one of the prettiest views conceivable. The
station cowprises some 30,000 acres of rich
black and chocolate soil country, sub-divided
into twenty-three different paddocks, securely
fenced, all' of which are extensively furnished
with splendid and costly tanks, dams, and
made springs for the use of the stock during
severe droughts, or else by large, deep. and
natural lakes of water;as well as some of
them having large cow-sheds on improved prin-
ciples for the housing and feeding of stock
during a severe winter, To give a good idea
of the magnitude of this establishment, and
the expense the owner has gone to in improv-
ing this property, it may be necessary to men-
tion that the improvements alone as they
stand, represent some $350.000, and the cost
of clearing the place of rabbits up to the pre-
sent time is estimated at something like be-
tween $65,000 and $70,000; and it is a strange
fact, but nevertheless a true one, that some
years back, at a station notfar remote, an in-
dividual posted notices up on his property
threatening to take proceedings against any
person or persons found interfering with the
propagation of these pests, ‘The cattle on this
property number between 8500 and 9,000,
about 6,000 of which are Mr. Robertson’s own
breeding, the balance store catile fattening for
market. In one piddock are to be seen 190
pure shorthorn cows, the pick of the muin
herd of that strain of bloud, especially re-
served to breed bulis from to keep the herd
up. and supply casual customers. They con-
aist chiefly of first prize animals at leading
shows 1n England, and their progeny by first-
prize bulls in the Ol Country as well, and are
now beiny served by a few choice bulls bred
from imported stock. The pediurees of these
cows and of the bulls are undeniable. The
owner, while purchasing in England, never
trusted to his own judgument, buv bought first
prize takers, lmvi“}% view to breeding buils
in course of time, knowing the value attached
in the colonies to the stock that has passed
faultless amony such judges as are to be met
with at first-class shows in England, Ireland
and Scotland.  Another paddock contains the
Iereford strain of blood, equally as pure, and
reserved for the same particular purpose, all
being imported for their progeny. Some cows
among the above lots have cost their owner
over 82000 at home. Next we come to the
main breeding herd of cows, each diff:rent
strains of blood in their respective paddocks,
all of which are carefully culled yearly. any
aged or otherwise objectiornable beasts beinyg
thrown out, spayed and placed in the fattening
paddocks. First, we take 900 shorthorn cows,
from which the 100 cows of similar blood are
picked for breeding bulls. They form a really
magnificent lot, and unpress a person at once
with the amount of cire and judgment dis-
played in ther selection, &ec., ever; animal
shawine the rich color and peculiar points that
tlis particular breed possesses, as wellasa do-
cile, fattenirg disposition.  Adjoining these
are to be scen the Ilereford herd of cows—
some 906 head—also evidently as carefully se-
lested and cared for, and the more noticeable
on account of their particular rich redc lor
and white faces, and as being the only herd of
pure Hereford cows in the colony. The greater
part of the cows in each of these paddocks
have splendid calves at foot, and in a majority
of instances, especially amomgst the Saort-
horns, the colonial-bred cattle are better
grown than either their imported sires or
dams. Iu fact, taking these two different
herds of breeding cows, comprising some 1,500,
as a whole, that is, taking n imbers and  (ua-
lity into convideration, they are, without
dyubt, not only the finest in the colunies, but
probably the best in the univers: as well.
The same regularity and good management

15s.; and for fat cows, about £1, 5s. 1n the
saladeros from six to scven hundrel cattle |
are killed before 10 a. m., the flesh of which '
is converted into charque, better known as

seems to exist with regard to the remaialer of
the herd. Each different class, and ace of
each breed have their separate

them to advantage. The heifers are not put
to the bu!l until three years old, and the
number of paidocks enables the breeder to
guard against in-and-in breeding, not a very
easy ror important matter either. The steers
araall kept until a proper age, when they are
fattencd and sent intd market, principally the
Melbourne one, where they are greatly ad-
wired, aud generally make very long prices.
Two thousand five hundred head of prime
cattle were forwarded to market from the sra-
tion last year, and there are some 3 500 ready
now for the coming of 1871.  Only a few bulls
have as yet been sold out of this herd, but
those already di-posed of have given such satis

faction that, to meet the increasing demand. it
has been found ne-essary to increase the num-
ber usually kept for sale two-fold.”

FALL FERDING OGS,

Every farmer should eommence to feed his
hogs in” September, as it i3 much casier to
fatten them in warm weather than in cold,
besides early pork mostly brings the highest
pricesin market. From the present indica-
tions pork will command as high prices this
fall as last. therefore every farmer should use
all the facilities in his power to fatten them as
soon as possible.

The growth of hogs shonld be made as rapid
as possible during warin weather. It should
be remembered by every pork raiser, that a
given amount of feed will produce larger re-
sults in summer than in winter. = In winter a
large amount cf vitality is expended in resist-
ing the cald, and therefore an inerease of feed
is required just to sustain the system in &
healtuy cond tion,

At first feed lightly of grain,  Give them all
the pumpkiny, xquashesand roots they will
eat. It other foud is scarce, lot the farmer
sommence cutting up green corn for his hoys
by the first of August, vr even earlier. It wili
be economy to do o, rather than tu let them
go without till it is ripe aud . then feed 1t L0
them.

If vou wish to fatten your pork rapidly, do
not give great quantities of rich fool, grain
&e., at ones, buu give a reguiar feed of a wmall
quantity uutil you give what yo. think they
will eat up clean ; but as soon as they leave
any feed in their troughs, you should not feed
them again until they have finis' ed eating up
their breakfast or dinner, as the case may be,
when yot may give them » rath r diminished
supply, leaviog them satficiently huogry ab
meal time to eat with relish what is given to
them. Too much feed at the eommencement
of fattening 18 ns bad for swine as improper
food, a stunted growth being the noticeavle
result in both, and any breeder of experience
knows that itis worth almost as much, 1f not
more, to fatten a stunted hog than it is
worth.

The fattening process shonld be commenced
ingood earnest, und the work completed be-
fore severe cold weather setsin. As a rule,
we believe that where hogs are kept in open
lots without shelter, as mnost are, two busiels
of corn will lay on more fat in October than
three bushels willin January.

If you feed corn on the ear, be sure and
have a good dry pen’or lot to feed it in. Many
farmers will throw corn to their hogs in a wet,
filthy pen, where they stand in mud up to
their knees. It is more than half wasted be-
fore they eat it, and what they do eat,doos not
do them much good if they donot have a com-
fortable place to sleep in.

It wiil scarcely be credited how much is
gained by cooking the food of fattening hogs ;
and if that cannot well be done, the food ma
be greatly imi roved by- being soaked in mili
or water, whether it be first ground or used
whole. By so doing, if the soaking process
contines long enough, tho food wil‘r {mcmuo
f.rineated, and then the animals will eat mcre
of it, and fatten more readily than on the raw
article. English farmers not only teed their
hogs 2 variety of food, but have it cooked, or
soaked till fermented, and finish up by giving
raw meal for the last few days to harden up
the fat.

It will not cost much to rig up & new appa-
ratus for cooking feed, and we know that it
will repay many times the cost. A writer in
the Country Gentleman states that he tried
the experiment of feeding on raw whale corn
and on corn ground and boiled, and as the re-
suit of his experiment, he found that every
pound of pork made with the raw food cost
22 cents, while every ponnd made by fecding
cooked meal costs but 4} cents,

Another point should not bo forgotten, and
that is, that the hog ean only be profitably
fed up to a certain point—that is, it will only
py to continue the fattening process #0 long

inclosnres, !
which thereby enables the proprietors to work :

as the animal will eat enough to lay on flesh
and fat rapidly, —Live Steck Journal,




