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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS,

W beg to state that we have made arrangements for pub-
lishing in our colnmns each week, a verbatim report of Rev. Dr.
Wild's Sunday evening sermon, taken by our own reporter and
revised |-_\ Dr. Wild.- ll‘;l). C |

LIBERAL TEMPERANCE.

Wiex we first heard of the so-called

designated “ Liberal Temperance,” we asked ourselves the ques-

“new movement”

tion, what is it 2 what does the name ilnpl_v ? 1t has rather a politi-
cal somud | surcly it ecannol bo that in consequence of the mud
dling in political matters which has been so long going on, it is
thought o he necessary to start a movement as a counterpoise to
some other organization which, perhaps, has existed withont our
cognizance under the name of “ Tory Intemperance.”

We had to dismiss that idea at once. Presently we met a
friend who told us that the whole programme would be given to
the public, on Thursday evening, April 2, 1885, at a meeting to be
held i Oceident Hall.

On that said evening (which evening, by the way, was one
of the Glolw Weather Prophet’s worst, or best, we cannot say which,
from a “ Liberal Temperance " standpoint, as there was on hawd,
cowing fiom above, n very “liberal ” supply of water, and under
foot a too * liberal ” collection of Toronto mud) we attended the
meeting.  On aniving at the Hall, we found a fairly representa-
tivo and altentive audience assembled, listening to an addvess
from a uw]n-rh'd friend of owrs,

With all duo deference to our friend’s opinion, we are inclined
to the beliel that the main plank in the platform of the “ now
movement” is rotten.  The objection on the part of the “new
movement” Lo the principle of ‘probilition does not stand for
much, when it is seen that one of the new ideas is that of the
entire prohibition of the sale of ardent spirits in any house of
entertainment,

Oh, consistency ! thou art & commaodity of which thero scems
Lo be as small a portion in the “new movement” as in any

other!

|
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Il the “ Liberal Temperanco” movement is not started in the
inlerests of a new Canadian industry, our sprightly morning con-
temporary  must have been trying to get off a joke in these
troublons times, when in a late issuo it speaks of tho new “ Libe-
ral Temperance " movement as “ the very thing wanted,” and then
proceeds to tell its advocates that “to promote truc temperance,
and to secure to temperato people the wio of ‘good wine or boer
when they want it, the first requisite is to make a ‘dJead sure
thing* against whiskey."

IT the attompt Lo creato amongst the people a taste for mildor

i beverages be a step forward, we are with it, bat if, judgimg from

a remark made by the principal speaker, who admitted that he
hadl once been a total abstainer, but was now, as a “ Liberal Tem-
perance ” advocate, n moderate drinker, it be a etep backward,
we cannot think the adoption of such principles, or habits, or
tastes, can be for the public weal.

For our own part we cannol understand how men who have
arrived at years of diseretion, professed workers for the moral
and social well-being of their fellows, come to bother their braine
about a taste for some special boverage, gspecially when such
taste is expensive and of necessity cannot be indulged in by al,
honestly ; and when the physical benefit to be derived from the
cultivation of it is more imaginary than real. One argnment
made use of in the advocacy of the Canadian Light Wine Industry
was tho one just hinted at, viz, the benefit to health likely to
accrue from the use of light wines as a boverage. )

Fancy our stalwart friend getling the idea into his head that
a Liberal Temperale use of Yight wine tones him up and keeps away
dyspepsia ; fiddle de-dee! why, he is all tone now. Let a man eat
plain wholesome food, (not tuo much of it) quit wine, whiskey,
beer and Lobaceo, help his poorer or more ill informed neighbor,
as far as he can, to do the same, he will not be troubled with
nightmare, or have too much or too little tone in his stomach.

May we suggest to the new organization, that if it is satisfied
that it is working for the general well-being, mental and physi-,
cal, of the whole connnunity, that it does not let its zcal flag, or: '
relax its efforls until it has placed the many bencfits which it
advocates within tho reach of the masses. Would it not be a
goud idea to organize a stall of men whose duty it would bo to
administer a “ liberal * allowance of the choicest light wines and
other health-giving beverages to all those estimable members of
socicly wha, like onrselves, cannot afford to purchase such medi-
cinal luxuries, mul yet might be all the better for a little toning
up?

Who ean ealeulate the vast amount of good which might
vesult from such a conrse.  In a fow years we might expect to
seo our fair Dominion peopled with a raco of physical and montal
ginnbs, men far tov wixo Lo be any moro tronbled with such small
aflnirs as North West Rebellions, Canada Pacific Frauds, National
Policy Fizzles, or Total Albstinenco Socictics. As a malter of

| course, there would then be no more erime or pov. rty, perhaps no

more sorrow or suflering, and perhaps, perhaps, as we once heard
in this city a lecturer assert, that if we did but know:what Lo eat
and drink, or (we forget which) what not to eal and drink, we
might, perhaps, live forever on this earth, We are sadly afraid
that there is too much of a big “ 10" in the whole alluir.




