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of Farm and Dairy have been given
experiences of dairy farmers in both
Canada and the United States with
mechanical milking; and without ex-
ception the milking machine has
been a success.

Many of us have been inclined to
view the milking machine as still in
the experimental stage, a machine
whose value is still to de demonstrat-

.|ed.  The fact that the machine has

worked so successfully with dairy far-
mers here in Canada and with hun-
dreds of farmers in the United States,
should be proof enough that this ma-

“[chine has already demonstrated its

right 10 a place on the dairy farm.
We are told that in Scotland, where
labor is more abundant and cheaper
than in Canada, practically all of the

ot [large herds are milked by these ma-
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MILKING AND LABOR

“‘How many cows do you milk?" is
a question frequently asked by the
prospective hired man., His desire
to employ with us is very apt to be in
the inverse ratio to the size of our
dairy herd. The hired man’s anti-
pathy to milking may be due largely
1o the fact that on many farms the
milking is considered a part of the
chores and done after six o'clock at
night. But many laboring men so
dislike milking that they will not hire
for those of us who have dairy herds
even when we make a practice of hav-
ing the milking finished before six
o’clock at night. What are we going
to do about it?

The hired man who so strenuously
objects to milking cows by hand,
might take pleasure in looking after
a milking machine. In recent issues

chines. In New Zealand dairymen
consider milking machines as much
a part of their equipment as we do
a binder of ours, g

Those of us to whom the labor pro-
blem is presenting ever increasing
difficulties would do well to investi-
gate the merits of mechanical milk-
ing. From what we have heard of
it we believe that a milking machine
would be a profitable investment for
any dairyman with 30 or more cows,
and we have heard of dairy farmers
here in Canada who are using it suc-
cessfully on smaller herds,

HOW THEY WOULD SQUEAL

All over Ontario, as well as in most
of the provinces of Canada, there are
water powers of great value, the
rights to which were deeded away by

- | the Government to private parties on

most indefensible conditions before

rea, | the public awoke to their value. In

older Ontario there are few water

- | Powers that are not now in the hands

of private parties who in many cases
have made, or are making, fortunes
from their use and at the public ex.
Many others, however, are
still lying idle, but are held at enor-
mous figures, and thus the public is
being debarred from the benefit of
their use. We have in mind one
water power in Eastern Ontario the
lease of which the Government grant-
ed to private parties for one hundred
years at two dollars a year, or a total
of two hundred dollars. This lease
is now being held at a valuation of
two hundred thousand dollars.

Last October considerable excite-
ment was made when it was announc-
ed that private parties had acquired
control of the Chats Water Power on
the Ottawa River, The price paid
for this water power was less than
two thousand dollars, Later, the On-
tario Government expropriated the
lands and property comprised in this
sale. Now Messrs. Hartey & O'Con-
nor, its owners, have filed a claim
against the Government for $3,000,-
000 compensation. This, they claim,
is the value of the 50,000 horse-power
that they state can be developed at
this falls.

It is in such simple ways as this
that many millionaires have been
created in the past. They have gain-

ed control of natural resources which
properly belonged to the people and

thus have been enabled to become
wealthy at the expense of the public,
cither by reselling their rights at
enormous profits or by charging the
public excessive prices for their use.

There is a simple way in which the
eye teeth of monopolies of this char-
acter can be pulled and the rights of
the public be protected. At present
these water powers are either not
taxed at all or the land around them
is being taxed at farm land values.
All the Government needs to do is to
impose a tax on the value of water
powers and at the same time require
the owners to set their own valuations
on them with the understanding that
the Government shall have the right
to purchase the water powers at the
valuation set. On this basis the
Chats water power would be taxed
on a valuation of $3,000,000. By the
imposition of such a tax the Govern-
ment could readily break the mono.
polies now enjoyed by the owners of
these water powers and the public
rights would be protected,

OUR RENTING SYSTEM

“No, sir, 1 didn't sow a bit of
clover last spring. Think of the
price of it. I'm not working for the
owner of this farm, I'm working for
myself.” In these words we heard a
tenant on an Oxford county (arm ex-
press himself at a farmers’ picnic not
long ago. On further consideration
we began to think that perhaps the
tenant was equally worthy of sym-
pathy. This tenant was renting his
100 acres on a lease that could be
cancelled at any time, He would
rather have taken his farm for a
period of five or six years, but the
landlord was not willing to rent on
that basis.

The short lease is the weak point
in the system of renting farms that
is most commonly practised here in
Canada. If a tenant fertilizes and
tills his land as he should, he should
be given an opportunity to reap the
rewards of his industry, This he
cannot be sure of doing on a yearly
lease. Hence, the run-down condi.
tion of many of the farms in the
hands of tenants. In England, Scot.
land, and the countries of contin. ntal
Europe, we find whole countiesin which
practically every farm has been in
the hands of tenants for the last 100
vears. And yet the fertility of these
farms is not only kept up, but is
being continually increased. And
here is the secret. Leases there are
made out in some cases for periods
of 80 years or more. No farms are
leased on the yearly basis, Both
owners and tenants recognize this
latter system as bad.

Those of us who have farms for
lease should not bind our tenants
down too closely as to their farm
practice, but we should make some
agreement with them as to the length
and kind of rotation to be followed.
We should ourselves supply the
alfalfa and clover seed; and com-
mercial fertilizers if they are to be
used. And tun with a long time
lease and ts.r play between tendnt

and owner we would not need to be
so frightened to rent our farms. But

above all things we must have lor ;e
leases, or dissatisfied tenants sucl
the Oxford county man to whom we
referred will be common,

NOT GOOD ENOUGH

In the big factory of the Naticnal
Cash Register Company is the o
lowing motto hung in a place where
all workmen will see it every diy
“Good enough, is an enemy of ihe
best.” We farmers might well h.ng
a print of this motto in the stabl. in
the living-room of the house, in t|
hired man's bedroom, and in ou
own.

We find that the cattle have got
into the grain because the fence was
fixed “good enough.” We find (ha
crop yields have been unsatisfactors
because we bought seed that we cop.
sidered “good enough,” although we
knew it was not the best. How many
of us have neglected to renew our
subscription to our agricultural paper
or to attend the Institute meeting
where the best farmer in many coun
ties was to speak, because we though
that we could farm ‘“‘good enough "

We follow the “good enough” pro
position in our duties as citizens, 100
We have known elections to be run
on the cry, “Let well enough alone
And many of us have been foolis
enough to vote for the “good enough'
ticket without ever inquiring as to the
possibilities of
better.

A contented state of mind is a fine
thing. But a little discontent rhat
will lead us to strive for better things
to make our ideal ““the best there is
is a finer thing. And rememb.r
““Good enough, is an enemy of the
best.”

EXERCISE THE BULL

“One cannot improve on Nature
This is an old saying, but not strict
ly correct. In a few instances we
farmers have gone Nature one bet
ter. Our dairy cows that yield such
abundant returns, in a state of na-
ure would be merely producing
enough milk to feed a calf. The
difference in production is due to the
interference of man who by scien
tific breeding, weeding, and beter
feeding, has vastly improved the
money making powers of the rox
But we can garry artificial condiions
altogether too far in our dealings
with the live stock on the farm.

One place where many of us an
most decidedly stretching the poiit is
in the care of the herd bull. Th
following instance that came uide
the notice of one of our editor re
cently could be duplicated in alnos
every section in Ontario where dairy

having  something

Eastern Ontario dairy section, and it
a dark corner, in a small box stall, w
found the herd bull, a two-yea:-old
“‘He has never been outside of thi
stall except for use,” said the o ner
We then stepped outside ourseives
To us the pure air and the surlight
were a relief after the dark, -lo¢
stable.  That bull would hav. «
joyed the air and sunlight quie

much as we, and would be o

more healthy and vigorous o tsk
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