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Story of a Great Opera
i mit M from page 41

Inst lier mutin:' mnl Imriivil her own 
liiiliv. mnl wln-n >mi listen to II Trovn- 
toiv. m u nrv listening to thin story.

Tliv -toli'ii child lis ml with thr gypsies 
mill grew t" In- mi honoralih* man mnl 
«as nmiivil Mmirii'o. lie was a troulm- 
'!• nr. W ho were the troiihiiilour-1' They 
wie ju-t some wandering fellows who 
eotilil -ing mnl write poetry. They fre- 
ipient I y attneheil themselves til the 
entirts of king- mnl nobles, whom they 
prai-eil or -eohleil in their songs, ju-t a- 
I hex happelleil to feel. Sollletiine- tlli'X 
-eleeteil a It 'll lit i fill Ill'll mnl inhlre—ei| 
all their love songs to her.

When Mmirieo wa- grown to man 
IioimI. In- father, the i mint i|e lama, Innl 
■ lieil. mnl hi- «hier brother Innl taken 
the title. Mmirieo appeared at the 
palace of Count ile lama, during a tour­
na ment, ami was vrowneil victor by the 
Duché— I .eon ora. a beautiful lady. Man 
rico and lanuoru fell deeply in love with 
each other, and lie -ang many -ongs un­
der her window. One night the elder 
brother (now the Count de lama>. while 
out in the gardens, was surprised to hear 
tin- voice of the -inging troubadour, lit­
tle dreaming that this wandering singer 
was hi- own brother. The Duchess Leo 
iioiii came in from the palace, and mis­
taking the count for the troubadour, 
hastened to him. Mmirieo saw this and 
became jealous, lie and tin- Count de 
lama fought a duel. Mmirieo was not 
injured in the duel, but In- immediately 
joined the armv. ' >ue terrible day, Man 
rico wa- wounded and left on the battle 
field. Aztieena. In- foster mother, found 
hint and removed him to her home in 
the mountains and nur-eil him back to 
health, lie was about to take up his 
wanderings a- a troubadour again, when 
lie learned that the lady Leonora was 
mourning him a- dead and wii- about t<> 
go into a convent. Mmirieo set out in 
great haste and overtook her ju-t in time 
tu -ave her. lie conveyed her to Casti'l- 
lor and that place was besieged by the 
t unlit de Luna. Mmirieo and Leonora 
were preparing for their speedy mar­
riage. when word wa- received by them 
that A/ueeim. the gypsy woman, who 
was supposed by Count de Luna to lie 
Mmirieo'- mother, wa- about to be ex­
ecuted as a spy. Mmirieo hastened to 
her rescue but was taken prisoner. The 
( mint de Luna then named the day when 
Mmirieo and Azileena should lie executed. 
The evening before the day set for the 
execution. Leonora appeared Indore the 
Count de Luna and offered to marry him 
if lie would give Mmirieo hi- life and 
liberty. The count was so glad to have 
Leonora for hi- bride on mix terms 
whatever, that lie gladly granted her re 
ipv-t. Leonora licgg-d to lie permitted 
to enter the prison and release Mmirieo, 
and she was allowed to do so. but oil her 
wax -In- took poison rather than marry 
the man she did not love. Mmirieo, who 
had doubted Leonora, now saw that she 
was faithful even to death, and took her 
in hi- arms, ju-t a- Count de Luna en­
tered the prison. The count w as furious 
mill ordered Mmirieo executed at olive, 
and during the execution, lie dragged 
the gypsy woman. Az.ucena to the win­
dow in witness w hat he supposed was 
the death of her son. At that moment 
Az.ucena revealed her secret in a frenzied 
scream, crying aloud : “Mother, my tor 
turn! mother, and my poor, burned baby, 
I have avenged you. Count de Luna, 
Mmirieo is your own brother."

In this opera Verdi tells a story of 
love and faithfulness and hatred and 
revenge in the beautiful language of 
music. The famous Anvil Chorus is sup­
posed to have taken place in the emup 
of the gypsies, where Mmirieo spent his 
boyhood days.

THE HOUSEWIFE AND HER STREET
When a housewife sets her indoor 

realm in order, she finds a sense of 
satisfaction in seeing that order pre­
served throughout the day. If she lives 
on a clean, well paved street, bordered 
with strips of grass, concrete walks, 
curbs mid gutters, lier house-cleaning 
drudgery will lie reduced to a minimum 
beenu-e the children, who will play in 
the street de-pite all command- to the 
contrary, will not la* so likely to track 
up the Hours and rugs with muddy feet.

Street paving, therefore, has a direct 
relation to house-cleaning to the clean­
liness of the home.

( tiller the old order of things the 
housewife gave but little attention to 
the problems involved in building and 
maintaining a clean, permanently paved 
street; that was a matter for the town 
council: and the town council, being 
more or lc-s of a political machine, gave 
little consideration to the interest of 
the housewife. The fact that her win­
dow curtains were heavily laden with 
grime, blown in with every passing 
breeze from a dirty and poorly cleaned 
street, was never a matter of sufficient 
importance to bring even the most gal­
lant town councilman to his feet in her 
defence, -o accustomed had the town 
council grown to look upon street paving 
mid street cleaning as being wholly 
foreign to the indoor realm over which 
the good housewife so graciously and 
lovingly rules.

Mat that old order is changing. It 
began changing the day the ipieenly 
housewife put on her gloves and went 
out to lake a hand in the election of 
school director-. Coming home it ap­
peal's to have dawned upon her con­
sciousness that she had some rights in­
volved in the manner in which her street 
was being maintained. Her inborn de­
sire for comfort and cleanliness went 
beyond her front gate, and she began to 
demand more attention to elegance and 
permanence in the construction of the 
thoroughfare upon which she lived. She 
came to realize that her street was her 
front door park, over which the truck 
driver was allowed to transport liis load 
as a matter of coinmuhity custom and 
as a means of rendering community 
service one to another.

Concrete is the modern paving mate­
rial for the modern street. From be­
ginning to end tile concrete street is 
built for permanence. The housewife is 
not annoyed with the presence of street 
repair gangs periodically tinkering with 
holes in the street. Her husband, who 
pays for its construction, pays for it 
once only. He ing smooth and non-ab­
sorbent it is more easily cleaned than 
any other type of street paving mate­
rial. Rubbish does not collect so readily 
on a concrete street, and every passing 
shower washes the surface, making the 
street clean and sanitary.

Concrete pavement is the housewife's 
ally in reducing house-cleaning drudgery 
to a minimum, and because of its ele­
gance and permanence it adds to tIn­
stability of the real estate value of her 
home. A- in every other use to which 
it is intelligently applied, concrete on 
tin- housewife's street will pay for 
ii —i*lt in reduced labor, giving her more 
time for instructive play with her chil­
dren and more time for her social hours 
with her neighbors.

A GREAT PIANO AT HALF PRICE

To get one of the very finest pianos 
niade nr marketed in Canada at some­
thing like half price, must la* a matter 
of more than ordinary “news value" to 
many readers of The Canadian Thresher- 
man and Farmer. That this can Is- done 
while the limited number of pianos to 
lie disposed of remain unsold, is guar­
anteed by this paper, and the guarantee 
is without qualification as per clearly 
defined .statement on eilitorial page.

Here is the reason why this advimtage 
«•an be obtained from one of the lead­
ing linn- in the Dominion, a manu­
facturing house that need never resort 
to any unusual measure or blandish­
ment to force a sale at its regular and 
very reirsonable prices.

A- is well known, the Karn-Morris 
i- a manufacturing house, and therefore 
is expected to market its products by the 
wholesale method. Hut like many other 
musical instrument houses, it has for 
years sought to reach Western huyors 
by establishing retail branches at dis­
tant points from the factory, where the 
householder or impressario could pur­
chase a Kara Morris piano really at first

For some time, however, the impression 
has obtained that the marketing of the 
pianos to the public should la- left in 
the hands of the retailer, particularly
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The ROBIN HOOD brand 
on your sack of flour is 
your insurance against 
poor bread on baking day. 
Read the “policy” below:

Have you secured one of 
the highly-prized ROBIN 
HOOD Cook ^ 
Books? Ask 
your dealer 
to give you 
full inform­
ation.


