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TOPICS OF AN OLD-
TIMER:

Continuaticn of Prominent Catholies in
Toronto in 1850—John Molloy of
Osgoode Hall —His Services to the
British Government in Quebee in
1837 —His Sons and Daughters and
the men the latier married Con-
nor Tracy and his Brother Jarn.es—
Charles Denlevy, the Publisher of
the Mirror Newspaper—Martin J.
0'Beirne and ihe 0'Deas.

Mr. John Molloy was one of the
Irish Catholics 1 knew here in 1850.
He occupied the position of caretake:
of Osgoode Hall. He had raised a
large family, all of whom were then
full grown. He had performed a poli-
tical part in Quebec before coming
herc During the troubles of 1837
he was chosen by the loyalists 1o
make speeches against the French-Ca-
nadians, as it was apprehended that
the Irish in Quebec, who were more
numerous perhaps in proportion to
population then than now, would join
the rebels. There was not as much
cordiality between the Irish and
Freuch as might be expected, and
Molloy was used to widen the breach.
""he times were critical. It would be
a serious thing if the two races join-
ed hands to sever British connection.
It is said that John Molloy, who be-
longed to humble life, had an influ-
ence akin to that of a leader among
his countrymen. He was born 1n
Queen’s County, Ireland, and came to

Canada in the year 1822. His chyr-
acter was not unobserved, and when
there appeared to be danger that

Papineau’s rebel
forced by a

Irish Catholics,
to be enamored

ranks would be rein-
large portion of the
who had no cause
of British rule, Sir
James Stuart sent for Molloy and
said he must make speeches to his
countrymen and urge them to join the

volunteer He said to Molloy: ‘‘You
address your countrymen and urge
them to be loyal and with us.” Mol-
loy said: “Sir James, this is no
time for joking. You would not ask
a man like me to take 2 prominent
part at such a time Sir James re-

plieu to Molloy: *“‘You are the man

we want.” So Molloy put aside his
scruples and attended a meeting of
his countrymeus which was called for

that evening, and when he came for
ward 1o address them he was nervous
The audience, however, cheered and
the speaker recovered his seli-posses-
sion, and it is reported, spoke as fol-
lows' “My fellow-countrymen and
fellow-citizens, you must not expect
refined language from me. Neither
must you expect much dignity. Jut
what we want is reality It is in-
deed an unexpected thing that a man
such as I am should be called on to
address such an assembly as this at
a time when it is of the most vital
importance I should counsel what is
right. But I have been called upon
and I have obeyed that call, and may
the Providence who has found for us
Irishmen a happy home on this side
of the Atlantic, give me fit speech.
When I arrived in Canada more than
thirty years ago, a total stranger,
before I was three days in Quebec,
my ears became familiar with expres-
sions which were insults to you. But
notwithstanding such expressions of
the French-Canadians from English
and Scotch, T met with the greatest
kindness. By George! One day |
dined with an Englishman and we
had the roast beef of old England and
French Pudding; and the next day I

dined with a Scotchman, and we had |

equally good fare.”
constitutional government of Great
Britain with that of other European
countries tn the advantage of Great
Britain. Copies of the speech were
printed and circulated in thousands
over the lower province and it is said
had great efiect. Molloy had some
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He compared the |

military experience, soon joined
volunteers as sergeant. He was
sent on a mission to London,
he had interviews with
Wellington, the late
other leading men.
Shortly after his Quebec experience
Mollpy came to Toronto and was giv-

the
then
where
the Duke
Lord Derby

ot

and

en charge of Osgoode Hall, I suppose
as a reward for his loyalty. I often
met him. A favorite resort of his in

my day was Patrick Doyle's store in
the St. Lawrence Arcade, where much
gossip took place, and the two had
.auch always to consider. Mr. Mol-
loy, as far as | understood him, was
much of a critic and cynic His
countrymen in Toronto, anyhow, did

not warm much to him. Two of his
sons that I knew were printers. Wil-
liam Molloy learned the trade with
Thomas Dalton in the ‘“‘Patriot’’ of-
fice. His son Joseph, who was much
younger, I met the first day I came
to Toronto in a printing office, seek-
ing employment like myself, and it
was he who brought me to a place
to stay that night. This member oi
the family now resides in Chicago
Three female members of the family
matried old friends of mine, viz
Matthew O'Connor, one of our oldest
Catholic citizens; Connor Tracy, for-
merly a shoe merchant of Hamilton
and Ald. Kenny Fitzpatrick of Ham
ilton.

. . .

And this reminds me of Connor
Tracy, who was one of Toronto's old
Catholic citizens. And so also was
his father before him. I knew the
old gentleman when he kept a shoe
'shop on the north side of King street
east, and he was a true the

Emerald Isle, full of wit and humor
I was one night in his place getting
work done, when a disappointed
customer came in and threatened to
withdraw his patronage. Looking to
a lad who was learning the trade and
with a mournful face he said: John-
ny, we'll have to put up the shut-
ters!” Connor Tracy was a member
of the Cathedral choir here before he
went to Hamilton and sang bass, but
how few there are who will remem-
ber him now. He was intelligent,
worthy and sincere man. His widow,
if I am not mist i1s vet alive and
residing in Toronto with M Mat
thew O'Connor, on Maitland street

- L -

James Tracy, Mr. O'Connor Tracy's
vounger brother, was a young man of
irreproachable character and I believe
without a blemish. If men are to
be known by their company it is
my advantage, because James Tracy
was one of my intimate friends and
companions. He was an example for
all the voung men of his time and I
have always missed him. He was in-
tellectual, pious, patriotic. He was
a true Celt, but moderate in tempera-

son oO.

some

al

aken

10

ment. He was stockily built, had
jet black hair, black eyes, and al-
though swarthy of complexion, had a
pleasant smile. He always enjoved :

joke. He had not married within II}

recollection. I am not aware of the
date of his death or the circum-
stances attending it,

- - .

Charles Donlevy, the publisher of
the Mirror newspaper, was, I think,
a Galway man. He was a printer

bv trade and a careful person. Where
he was employed before starting the
Mirror I never learned. Mr. Matthew
Teefy of Richmond Hill knew him
well and probably cculd tell. When
[ first knew of him he was associated
with a man named McTavy, an Irish-
man, who previously had published a
paper called ‘‘The Constitution,”
which was a successor to W. L. Me-
Kenzie's ‘‘Colonial Advocate.” The
“Mirror’”” was a small weekly news-
paper of limited ecirculation. Donlevy
lwas a very timid man, whose finan-
cial resources were very
was married, but had no children
He was sober and industrious and a
regular attendant at his religious du-
ties. I only once knew him to take
any part in politics and that was at
a great Baldwin meeting which was
held here and at which he was one of
the officers. That was in 1842
1843. It was at that meeting that
| the late Hon. George Brown made
his first political speech in Canada
{The late Senator John O'Donohoe
was present at that same meeting
jand he once told me that Mr. Brown
spoke so broadly and guttraled and
spluttered so much that it was hard
| to understand him, although the matter
of his speech was excellent. One of the

or

limited. He |
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- alike, with such a hearty gnasl nougced. and this time il wg not a
: " . of teeth, such a rude appetite false ala From a gall facing
first newspaper articles in favor of AN AUDIENCE WITH POPEPIUS X ... covica thelr \1-,.,;'11 their the Sistine chapel entered the inevit-
responsible government was publish- T 1A their wholesale air of having accom- able Swiss Guare followed the off
ed in the "Mxxl’?}‘." The eaitor ‘?' (By James Gibbons Huneker.) plished the conquest of Kome cers of the papal househo grave
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know nothing; but I think the state- |® D€ world to pilgrims from Ameri- |with great forethought and one that Ciesiastics all wearing "'m"f' .n'h‘
: : . - ‘ ca A visit to the Vatican is an ex-|went absolutely to pieces when put Signor Pick, the papal prothonolary
ment Is a .mls‘al“" There are two perience never to be forgotten |1 the test -I " '_I g, and a man of might in business ai-
men now living, who perhaps could Perhaps Rome at a superficial glance | <o 2 PR Operation. o irs; then a few stragglers—anony
tell more about such things than| .. aﬁ‘t:ts the ‘“m;”(lla'“ S 1‘; did was wrangled over at each meal mous persons, stout, bald, officizus—
. - M - X : § where the Teutonic clans foregathered .
myself, and they are Mr. Matthew BT & Al oamiary st & : ' - g hered ~d. finally, Pope Pius X
Tl’l'[)' of Richmond Hill and Mr. Chas. provine ‘i ndtw awl l e _-., X ‘“‘ full [“““ The hird day 1 heard He was attired in pure white, even
Lindsay of Toronto. Mr. Donlevy's al cily, sprawled to unmeces-of a projected audience at the Va (A ' - is lu
y (CVY S sary lengths over its seven hills, and, |¢ These le } o Rome b0 the sash that compassed his plump
2 mlan y 3 ) : » |can hese people had come to Rome .
remains have a place in a vault in St Shoite the smartacss of its mey peof : little figure. A cross depended from
: : . § newW 110 see the Pope Big-boned and
Michael's Cathedral quarters, far from suggesting a weit- | gi; nt-like Mgr. Pick visited the ho- his meck. He immediately and in the
.. SRR : stadt, as does, for example, bustling, |tel daily. and omce after I saw his most matter '-1‘uu: fashion held out
Martin J. O'Beirne was here in 1850 shining Berlin or the mundane cuavity |in conference with Signor Fischer | Nis hand to be kissed. 1 noticed the
and he owned a clothing store on|.f Paris. But not for her. in her st Sk 4§48 wore L;».‘-‘wm— whiteness of the nervou ix‘.xir) tender
King street east in the block that superb and imperial indifierence, are “Of ’ , ‘ & : ) ed me, bearing the ring of Peter P
stretched on the south side from |{he seductive spells of operatic Ven- l' e CUesY “ “TI“'“ "‘ “t‘l WHY large, square emerald surrounded by
Church street to St. l.awwm'c Mar- |jce or the romantic glamour of Flor- Rl : '_'~ “‘“‘ ‘]f"[’ l' ,‘_"' R N M diamonds Though 70, the Pope
ket. He was a representative man, |,y She can proudly say “‘La Ville ""“‘f' ~ o ¢ "“‘i'l“.“’" O logks ten years younger. He is slight-
well educated, anq had been appoint- | et moi! She is not a city. but [:. r;\." hafl |“..r 1{[““ x!u" (Yxm " ly under medium height. His bair is
ed by the Baldwin Administration to |the city of cities, and it needs but ‘l',“\ "“‘“’1_""> . E l" PIESENT white, his complexion dark, red-vein-
positions of honor if not of emolu-|ywenty-four hours’' submergence in he: P“M > A e oo s ":“'\ VAl ed, and not very healthy. He seems
ments. He tock a chief interest im|gtmosphere to make one a slave at "“‘“. l\"h}lll’“ he has Av'l“""""] “.“, to need fresh air and exercise;, the
Irish and Catholic matters. In those |her eternal chariot wheels. The New 'fl ““' '~\lllf<:11' an a'lﬂll'vu]-'*.\l}“"' :“{““L great gardens of the Vatican are no
days the Catholic Irish of Toronto lyerk cockney, devoted to his cult of 'l\"'!“”lkl; l;”sl T”;, 2 .“"' =9 “”:,L “’\‘“ compensation for the man eof sor-
were not deficient in capable and in-|the modern—hotels. baths. cafes and X}#,l . ,‘ “' (‘;“11“\- \,',‘” ..w“ .\‘ ' rows, homesick for the sultry lagoons
telligent men. Mr. O'Beirne was one |1 xyrious theatres—soon wearies of “"l ““”_'{“:'f‘ (l' l( ; l“' iy "‘ “:“ and stretches of gleaming waters in
of the officers of the great respon-|Rome. He prefers Paris or Naples. “y“ (“'l.*dku ll1id.l?“\ selling vells 10 pis old diocese of Venice. II the hu-
sible government meeting to which | Hacn't some one said, “See Naples ‘“: PRSI S— man in him could call out it would
I have already referred, and was €on-|,nd die—of its smells? AS an ex- Carriages blocked the street and yoice, ‘‘Venice,”’ not the Vatican. The
sidered influential. He removed to perienced traveller I know of no city jalmost stretched four Square around flesh of his face is what the painters
Hamilton where he set up business in |on the globe where vou formulate an ‘:““‘ l’**"r}(’-“ Margherita. There was a1l “ecclesiastical flesh,” large in-
the same line in the early fifties. He expression of like or dislike so quick- {noise. There were explosive \f"‘tl»‘f grain. His nose broad, unaristo-
was the Hamilton representative to|), You are Rome's foe or friend w}u-n bargains were driven Then, cratic: his brows strong and harmon-
the Buffalo Convention of 18585, that |within five minutes alter vou leave its after the venders of saint ‘ I'i"?”"" ious His eyes may be brown, but
of which the late Hon. Thos. D. Mc- dingy railway station. And it is |CFOSSes, rosary beads—chiefly '»1'“'“" they seemed black and brilliant and
Gee was the promoter before he came |p.,dly necessary to add that its new- |™M€n of orient persuasion, comical piercing. He moved with sil :nt alert-
to this country, and I remember hear- |, q\lanms, p}rtrntmus. cold, ' hard [®® iV Ay Seem=we drove off in high pegs An active, well-prese ved man,
ing him tell how that meeting was and showy, are quite negligible. One fe Ulwl nearly four mmdxul. strong. I though he has achieved the biblical
conducted, the tact shown by McGee {does not go to Rome to seek the had secured from Mgr. Pick, through three-score and ten last June I
in reconciling the differences between | g1,704 comforts of Harlem or Brook- ‘”"' offices of my amiable host, a par- poted, too, with satisfaction, the
the Canadian and American deleagtes |jyp. [tihued badge with a cross and the ghapely ears, artistic ear musical
and the happy results that were like- | “ Ao 4 theatergoer I could not resist |™otto, “Coeln—Rom., 1905, which, ears their lobes freely detached A
ly to follow I think a sister of Mr. |{he plandishments of the Costanzi. es- |\Bterpreted, meant ' »""’ Rore certain resemblance to Pius IX there
O'Beirne was the wife of Mr. O'Dea, |pecially as a new tragedy by D'An [ felt like singing ‘‘Nach Rom,” after jg put Pius X. is not a man of me-
who also had a clothing store in the | unsio was announced La Fiaccola (the I.li\hl(’)fx of the Wagnerians in (.u'l diocre intelligence He is not so
same block as Mr. O'Beirne; and an-|< 410 il Moggio” is its name, which II. of ““Tannhauser but u-x.lnxwywl amiable as was that g(md»1(~m|.wr('d
other sister was tke wife o1 Mr. . e paraphrased in English by v:»\w'.r with ahusing ny coachman for pope, who was nicknamed by his in-
O'Higgins, who was in the same line {«phe Light Under the Bushel’ a sin- |M8 SIOW driving. Tt was all as ex- timate friend, the Abbe Liszt, ‘‘Pia
of business here before he ""“m‘"digulml\ inappropriate motto, by the citing as a first night at the opera Nina.'' because of his musical pro-
to Hamilton and started ‘‘“The Chepp- way, for its modest author! Y | The rendezvous was the Campo clivities Altogether, I found anoth
est spot in Canada.” Therefore 1 listened to his new and | Santo del Tedeschi, ‘\\l-ulz. with its er than the Pope 1 hgd (')\pt'(l(“({
; LB aa |bloody tragedy at the Costanzi with .(L‘d‘lolhlng church of .\;mm‘ .\I.u‘m della This 'l‘:w.. was the exile—an "”1‘.'
Mr. O'Beirne was the uncle of Dr. |pmore than passing attention. Though ]“J‘a,' i Ao o B 18 Mgy s 1 “.md‘ A JEe———
James O'Dea, who was a promising ‘intn;mful by that robust and gifted 'h:\ Pius VI. as a burying u‘fu\nnl sight the city of which he is A{h(‘
young paysician here in the sixties ,‘“u“k actor. Fumagalli l did not | There I met my companions of the spiri "i"“ ruler, a prince over “”-m}m;
He wus an exceedingly  handsome | care for the play, for reasons not to wll!hn:;:«rnnm, and .mm‘ a stern-looking cipa “ ies and dominions, vet .v\vt 1a
young man who had secured a univer- ! pq given just now. Eut Oscar Wilde's | G€rman priest with the bearing of an a feeble old man, whose hh" might be
sity education and was very popular [«Salome"’ was the afterpiece, and officer interrogated me I was permit- i1 ed if he venwred mvw the
among all classes. His office was on this pleasing entertainment for babes ted to .mlh the pilgrims \\f.d' at streets of Rome
the south-west corner of Church and |ijn arms held me in mv uncomfortable | S had been a thing of no value wa he Pope had now finished the eir-
Queen streets. It was a great 10ss |gtall until the iinal curtain drop. New |"OW h'i\.“[”(. a atter of life and cle of pilgrims and stood at the oth-
to Toronto when he removed to New lyork will probably see it first, with .r.!v.‘vh The mesmeric influence of the oy end of the sala. With him stood
York He was a great friend .Hlllitho seven ll'd;:m-. boots of Richard | 318! and enthusiastic body m‘ pi his chamberlains and ecclesiastics
adinirer of Mr. McGee. He w~s born |Strauss’ music. for the tragedy de- |STiMS was beginning its work. 1 Suyddenly a voice from the balcony
in Toronto and had many friends and imaml.\ acting of a high order and a knew it, for had I not night after which I saw for the first time, bade
relatives here. It was his sister, |gorgeous setting. Played by ama- night, year after year, sat out exe- ys come nearer I was thunder
Miss Mary Ann O'Dea, who bec “”“'.it('Ul'S on bare boards it is no longer crable plays in the theatres of New gtruck! This was back to the prose
the wife of Mr. Thomas Wilson, the |wilde. who is luxurious or nothing York, plays whose sentiments : I of jife with a vengeance! We obey
business partner of the late Sir Frank iin his art It is a skilliul |li{])'.illvvn loathed, whose sentiments, l”“’""""" ed instructions A narrow aisle was
Smith, and who was a very beau- ,f Gustave Flaubert’'s ‘“‘Herodias. [less, brought tears to my uncritical made, with the Pope in the middle
tiful woman. Dr. O’Dea had a bright |gnd horribly morbid as it is in its |€YES and all because no man perspective. Then the voice, which 1
young brother named Frank, who was 'comminglement oi blood and lust |SITORE enough to quite withstand 'l"‘ discovered by this time issued from
also a model of manly beauty. He | ({hese characters have no real life |¢lectric currents ‘”A“”-"»“l ’.h“‘“—»' the mouth of a bearded person be-
was a good scholar and had he lived | gutside the psychopathic ward), it |3 gathering of his fellow men? M‘nh hind a glittering camera, cried out in
| would certainly have made a mark. |)acks the genuine fiver of tgagedy mania it has been called h\‘ Le Bon peremptory and' true photographe:
| Alas! What beauty, what talent,’ But what has Wilde of D'Annunzio |0 his “‘Psychology of the Crowd style’
l“h‘“ chivalry doth those good old tg do with Rome, with the Pope? Only | After standing about the dust and “‘One, two, three! Thank Your Ho
days call to mind now, when all, or that Rome, of all cities in the world, |buried bones of illustrious ana for- liness.”
'nearly all, have faded away, leaving furnishes the most surprises The |gotten Germans, we went into the And so we were photographed. In
(nothing but memory to gratify the palimpsests of its various civiliza- |church and were cooled by an address the Vatican and photographed! Old
;mmd. and perhaps, some sad reflec- tions are not its chief charms It {in German of a worthy cleric whose Rome has her susprises for the pa
| can be as new as to-morrow while jname 1 cannot recall. 1 remember {ronizing visitors from the New
' : A TR T T { basking in the neighborhood of anti- [that he told us that we were to meet World! It was too business-like for
quity. Besides, I did not go to Rome |the vicar of Christ, a man like our- me, snd 1 would have gone away but
to see the Pope. 1t was the marbles jselves. He emphasized strangely, so I couldn’'t. as the audience had only
The Home Bank of the Vatican that haled me off my |it appeared to me, the humanity of begun. The Pope went to his throme
projected course. {the great prelate before whom we and received the heads of the pil-
- The usual manner of approaching |were bidden that gloomy autumnal grims
Of canada the holy father is to go around to the lafternoon And then, after intoning . Pope spok® a few words in a
American Embassy and hurry the |a Te Deum, we filed out in pairs, first ringing baritone voice. He said that
| good-tempered secretary into a prom- |the women, then the men, along the ,_ e ek’ Tha Tl
8 KING S8T.W. 78 CHURGH ST. ‘?se of a 1;;(‘1\1‘1_ that is, if vou ﬂllt‘ not {naked stones until we reached the 8 Jored Gormany', loves S IRRIEI
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