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The white population of South Africa is

£20,000, of whom 431,600 are “Dutch,” and 388,«

400 “English.”
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Lady Aberdeen, who arrived in Montreal on
Sunday evening by the Dominion, attended
service at St. Paul's Church where Dr Bar-
clay preached an excellent  sermon on the
subject of “The dead who yet speak.”
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Africa is the most elevated of all the cons
tinents. It is the “continent of plateaus.
Phe great tableland in the south has a mean
altitude of over 3,600 feet; the wide tableland
on the north has an average elevation of
about 1,300 feet,
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Who is the most intensely Scottish amoug
all Sir Walter Scott's characters? Mr. Bou-
chier, in an article in Notes and Quiries, says
fdie Ochiltree 18, Next w wdic he places
drew Fairservice.
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The Daily Talegraph announces the death,
quite suddenly, at Brightlingsea, of Mr. Hor
atio Tennyson, youngest and last of the bro
thers of the late Poet Laurcate, He was him
self a versifier of considerable power, but his
name was eclipsed by the fame of other mem-
bers of the family.
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In accordance with the wishes of the col
Jege authorities and several members of the
Presbytery, the Mocerator hag revoked the
summons for a meeting of the Presbytery in
Queen's College on November 1 for the intro-
duetion of Prof. Jordan, that his installation
may be made, as in the case of Prof. Ross,
an academical function.
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Dr. H. M. Aml, who, with Mr. Hugh
Fletcher, of the Geological Survey, has been
engaged In mapping out the coal fields of
Nova Scotla, has returned to Otawa. Dr.
Ami says that much valuable work has been
done this summer, the arcas of known seams
having been ascertained to be of greater ex-
tent than heretofore supposed, while many
new and extensive areas have been discov-
ered.
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Our new Moderator, says the Occident,
U.8.A., has a keen streak of humor. It was
years ago, when, Jn a ¢ srical gathering in
New York, a quaint remark of his went fur-
ther than some labored and learned argu-
ments. A good brother haa been advocating
a very literal interpretation of the Book of
Revelation, and when it came to be Dr. Sam-
ple’s turn to express his thoughts, he prougnt
down the house (figuratively) by saying,
“Brethren, I am afraid of this literal theory
when applied strictly. For instance, take the
woman who sat upon seven hills; taken liter-
ally, this statement calle for a sitting capa-
ity beyond all precedent.” There was no at-
tempt at reply.

MONTREAL, TORONTO, VINNIPEG

Phe Rev. J. Gordon Watts has been appoint-
ed editorial superintendent tc the British and
Foreign Bible Soclety. Since 1896 Mr. Watls
has been one of the secretaries of the soclety.
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1 is expected that Lord Strathcona and
Mount Royaly 1 e in Montreal about Christ-
mos and that hus Lordship at that time will
formally hand over the Royal Victoria Col-
lege to MeGill University, and will assist in
the unveiling of the statue of Her Majesty,
which stands at the main entrance to the

college.
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At the great Ecumenical missionary meets
tng to be held in New York, and which is to
commence it3 sittings on Apr 1, 1900 three
thousand delegates are expected. This will
be by far the largest missionary gathering
that riodern times will have witnessed The
Conference held in London in 1888, large a8
« was, counted 1,600 delegates.
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The late Zlonist Congress at Basel, the third
that has been held, has no doubt resulted in
gaining fresh adherents for this remarkable
movement, There were 300 delegates pre-
sent, and the object of the movement was to
obtain a charter from the Sultan authorising
Jewish settlements in Palestine. It is stated
that between sixty and seventy thousand dol-
lars have been raised in America in aid of
the movement
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In one of our daily papers there lately ap-
pearsd a plea for the discontinuance of
Thanksgiving Day in Canada on the ground
that no such holiday ls observed in Great
Britain. Surely there are few amongst s who
would be willing to give up this day when
Al give thanks to the Lord of the Harvest
for His goodness during the pust year, and
surely in a country so essentially agricul-
tural as our fair Dominion this autumn fes-
tival is most appropriate. With all our
hearts we sing:
Thou, Lord, art our life and the length of
our days,
Our voices to thee in thanksgiving we ralse;
Our shield and our buckler our refuge and
tower,
We trust in Thy faithfulness, mercy, and
power,
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An Italian paper reports an instructive in-
cident which happened in Florence not very
long ago. A poor woman who was ill of the
influenza was visited at her home by a Cath-
olic lady of high rank, who did her utmost
to bring the strayed sheep back to the fold of
the IRoman Church. For two hours the strug:
gle lusted, but the faith of the Protestant re-
mained unshaken. At last the lady drew a
purse full of money from her pocket and
shook it in the invalid’s face. “‘See,’ she said,
“I came to do you a Kkindness. This was
meant for you. You have only to con-
fess and take the communion (and you can
do both In my chapel), and it shall be yours.
Even thie welghty argument, however,
proved too light. *“Thy money perish with
thee,” was the sick woman s spirited retort.
So the great lady (for she was a princess)
had to go away and tell her confessor that
she had been foiled by a humbile Protestant.
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The Friends have 90 colleges in the United
States, with an attendance of 20,000 students.
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We have been looking over the files of the
mission, says the editor of China’s Milllons,
to ascertain the equipment in medical service,
as related to our body of missionary laborers
in China, and to the heathen. We find that
we have 18 duly accredited physicians and 69
qualified trained nurses, and that there are
7 hospitals, 21 dispensaries and 47 oplum re-
fuges. This is a sadly inadequate ministry
for the needs ~{ the workers in our mission
and for the many millions of the Chinese
which our missionaries touch. Will not
friends ask that the hearts of some of the
Ohristian medical men and women on this
continent may be influenced by the Spirit,
and that we may receive many offers of ser
vice from this class of workeis, =
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The Barl of Aberdecn, whose son and heir
came of age a week or two ago, has (says
“M.A.P."") maintained his youthful appear-
ance wonderfully, so much so, indeed, that
the note of preparations for the rejoicings
took many people by surprise. His jet-black
hair and beard show no sign of advancing
age, and the Barl looks more like 36 than b2,
He I8 very enthusiastic in all his schemes,
and supporis his energetic Countess v all
her hobbies- save one. Lady Aberdeen has
advanced opinions as we!' as original Ideas,
and one of the latter is that she conceives
it her duty to dine with her servants once
a week—a custom once in vogue turougho i
Scotland, And although, it is said, the Ewrl
does not countenance this laudable attempt
to elevate the domestics, yet it was a customn
which, curiously enough, obtained for genes
rations in his family.
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Sir Claude Macdonald, at a dinner in his
honor, told his hosts that shortly before he
left Pekin the President and members of the
Board consulted him with regard to the best
means of defindtoly putting an end to the
ecenes of lawlessness and cruelty that periodi-
cally occur, the cruelties being chiefly perpe-
trated upon unoffending women and children
and devoted ministers of the Christian reli-
gion. The reply to the Tsungli-Yamen was
characteristic of the man. Sir Claude Mac-
donald sald simply. “Hang an official, the
higher the better—I mean the higher the offi-
alal the better—a Viceroy for choice; this Is
the best and only way.” Sir Claude naively
added that he had always recelved the great-
est consideration and courtesy at the hands
of the Tsung-li-Yamen. Referring to the
ocases of grievances by Dritish subjects
brought before him as our Minister in China,
Sir Claude told an amusing anecdote illus-
trating some of such compla:nts. English-
man, he said was in a “tight place,” and was
rescued by a Scot. Being duly grateful, the
Englishman sald, “My friend, you have done
me a good turn, and whenever you are in
trouble and In the right T will help you.” “It's
when I'm In the wrang that I'm wanting
help,” was the emphatic reply. Some of Sir
Claude's friends were not unlike this worthy
Scot.




