A BIG BLUNDER,
AND WII0 MADE IT.

In the history of St
Thomas no greater mistake
has been made by its civie
authorities than the error
of yoars ago when the pres |
position to purchase the |
plot of land directly east of
the post office to he usex
for market purposes and as
A 8ito upon which to eroct
a city hall that wonl'l be a
credit to the city rather
than a disgrace. The pro-
posed site coverad a block
aud-a-half of ground le-
tweon Mary aud Hiawatha
etreets, ombracing the en-
tire block 2 between
Talbot and Curtis strects
and the half block adjuine
ing this and lyving on” the
north side of Curtis stret,
Throngh the exwtions of
Dr. Corlis, who was then
chairman of the market
comitten of the city conn-

this valnablo property,

sentatives of the eastern
wards, and the latter by a
the reprosentatives of the
western wards. The situne
tion was critical. Upon the
action to be taken dopend-
ol vory largely tho future
prosperity of the city., If
the by-law to purchase tho
easterly sito had been sub-
mitted, that site would
have been choson snd tho
hone of contantion between
the west and east end peo-
ple would have been for-
ever removed. The ox-
pressed wirhes of the peo-
pie in the potition present-
od to the council should
have convinced the west-
ernaldermon that a by-
law to purchase any other
site thun the one named
would be rejected, but this
was doabtless just what
was dosired hy the west-
arn mayor who voted with
his western  eolloaguos to
submit a by-law to pur-
chaso the weslerly &ite,

gitnatulin the very hoeart
of the city, was bondad for
the very low sum of =22
000,snd what was proh
the largest petition ove
presented to any conncil o
this city w i
citizons praying the coun-
¢il to submit a by-law
suthorizing tio purchase

of this site for markot pur- |

Posas,

Iad the representatives
of tho poople in the western
wards possoesod the wis-
dom that a glance into tho
futuro would have given
they would ot have acted
s madly as they did; but
governod then as thoy al-
ways have beon in mattore
of this kind by puroly sol.
fish motives, the 1 ace
tion was
that the g of the
market on any site east of
tho post otlice wonld ili-
tate against tho boginnes

Tearing

of western morchants, and |

Vwing unwilling that any
sitawest of the post affice
should ba choson in prefer.
ence to the present sito, a
plan was acreol  upon
whereby oad of grant.
ing thie prayar of tho citi-
zens to submit a by law {r
the purchaso of the site
doscribod ahove, a by-law
shouid be subniitted for a
site on the south west eo-
nor of Talbot and Eigin
stroots—a  site  adjoining
the railway and in no way
Ao snitable as the oue po-
titioned fur—a site, moro-
over, that could not be
purchased  npon  terms
n'narl\' 80 advantageons to
the v

which of conrso was de-
featad

| "
fo . Thomas to-day who

will not condomn the ac-
tion taken by the conncil,
for hiad the wiser course
haen taken the cause of
dizeord hetwesn  eustern
and westorn people would
not only have bean romov-
ed, but by the location of
the markot on the two half
Dlocks north and sonth of
Curtis street and between
Mary and  Hiawatha
streets, a sito oxcellod by
no othe
Lavo been securad, while
the half block facing Tal-
bot street could have been
sold in lots npon which the
Liest husiness standsin the
city wonld have heen erect-
ed—=two or more of thoso
f& bing reserved, of

s, for the evection of a
iab!a city hall

the entire amount paid for
! tha sito eonll have Twen
i secured, amld the site of the
| old v hall and St
| Andy market  could
| hava been realizod upon to
ereate s fund to erect a city
hall and morket buildings
on the now sito,

What stopidity  mnst
have possosswl thoso men
whaosa action in the eoun-
cil provented the sabmis-
sion of the hy-law petition-
ed for, which woull have
reanltad in the bnilding up
of the central portion of the

ity whoro now are scores

giblo Lusiness sites
uneallod for and nnocea-
pied, a burden to their

T wodistinet propositions
were thus before the coun- |
cil, vizi—to submit a by
law to purchase tho eastei-
Iy gite or the westerly site,
The formar proposition wi
soprcctad Ly all the ropr

(C

| sonr

possessors rather than a
stothem of handsome
\

ineame: What a themo

Inl']vlv'hll‘fﬁ it must he to

those erring aldermen and
that wavward mayor to
contemplate tho building

L LT

1 of o seeond ( t

Il‘

sin the city would |

By the |
of thessy yaluabla lots |

far vemovod from the first! }

And what delight must bs | who resignel or by tho | rbut or 81d egas.

experionced by those rosi-
donts of western wards |
who oncouraged  their |
ropresontatives in  the
council to scourgo tho city
as was dona by the
pervorse act sbove narrat-
od—nay who urged their
aldermen and mayor to do
the deed or staml asilo at
the noxt election, thful |
servants of a happy people,
what think ye of your-
solves to-day ?
* +
History ropeats itsolf.
The motives which govern-
ed the actions of represons
tativos of the westera wards
ten yoars ago were the mo
tives that actuated the
Same peoplo two yuears ago,
when onee mo
mistake was mado in tho
don of a proposition to
establish a contral market
on what is known as the
Mooro sito. Onee avain the
conncil was ovenly divid-

There is no sane resident fed, the mix westarn allor-

men voting solidly against
tha proposition of tho si

ocastern slderman, vizi—
that a by-law be submittod
to the people authorizing
the purchase of the Moore
site for a sum of $10 000,
The proposition was a fair
one, and it was supported
by a large number of citi-
2on8 who petitioned for the
snbmission of the by-law.
It was not the duty of the

council to balk the will of |

the poople. It is custom-
ary for councils to tost pub-
lic opinion when any con-
sidorable number of rate-

i
)
!
|

payers ask that such should
be done ; therefore it would
have beon wrong if a ma-
jority of tha couneil had
opposed the subiun

| this by-law. Bat n.m:njar- | by

ity of tho council did not
50 OpPORY By the cast-
ing voto of the may a
rosidont of the East Ead,
the conneil was willing to
submit tho by law

t the will of oven a
majority of the council w
thwarted by a minority of
tho members of that boly,
who vacated their soats at
tho couneil board at sovoral
stecossive mootings  and
loft the council without a
quorum oithor to pass the
required by-law or to trans-
act the business of the city.
A spirit of outlawry was
stondfustly ninintained
during the entire sammer
by those who had sworn
to act impartially in the
matter 0} making anl
enfurcing laws on hohalf
of the peoplo.  The dishon-

sion of |

the ro-election of the one

elaction of another man as
firmly pledeod to oppose
tho will of the majority as
is prodocessor L
Thus the mattor
a partial compre
mado to the detriment of
thoso who urgzed that the
will of the peop's in tho
mattor undor d SRIO1L
should bo ascertained in
order that the nnholy strife
between the two classes
of citizons might coase.
During these trouble-
soma times the city press
was foond on tho side of
| the western  digputants,
land on one occasion tho
| Journal in a rabid editorial
reviewing the situation de-
signatod the raprosonta-
tives from the Eastorn
wards as “cot-throats.”
Calumniatoad as they wore,
howrever, tho action of tha
Last End alderman was
fair and just to all citizans,
Tiieir action was that of
ilmm‘nt logislators, and it
" has always been approved
by thoso whom they repro-
sonted in the council. It
is approved to-day by tho
ontire population of the
eastern wards, not one of
whom  believes he is
deserving of the appollation
of “cut throat,” or that the
Journal elitorial was other
than cowardly and
malicions and untrae. The
stubborn rosistance of the
west end pooplo resulted as
it had done on the provious
oceasion in the defoat of
tho will of a majority of
tho citizens, and for a time
again the market guestion
was allowod to remain in
aboyance,
*

¥

The latest move made
the long suffsring
residents of the east is the
| ono undertaken in March
| last when a public meoting
| was callod to consider the
advisability of opening the

Horton market. It is
| nnnacassary to roview the
history of this market,
whichi bmt for the plan
! adoptod by the wost ond
schemers of  saommer-
fallowing the site of this
market in the fall of the
year would years ago have
proved an  establishod
succoess. It was dotermined
to reopen this market, and
the re-oponing day on
Saturday lust witnessed a
largo gathering of both
sellers and buyers. It was
a pronounced success, and
alino: t an vn ua'ifisd ono;
the only qualification
being that although thore

est conrse pnraured by tho

western aldermen wasap- |
proved by the people whom |

thoy represented, for va- |
rosu'ting from re.

ef wo ternalde,

was brought to this narket
a much largor quantity of
produce than the average

business portion of the city ! men ware filled cithorby [ to supply all who wwe

desirons ot purchasing |
Tortun-
ately tha  groars  werg
suppliod, howevor, and all
who could not purchaso on
| tho  market  found  no
idienlty in buying from
] rogular

[
|

at
market prieos
The gupply of prodiice on
[ the wesiern market was
o good, but inorler te
spove of their produce
quickly, many of the sellors
found it necessary to hurry
down to the Horton
market where tho bnyers
mads  overybody  feel
Lhappy by spowdily con-
ting their produce into
cash, Thofact was that
withont tho usnal number
of oast end purchmsers, the
St. Andrews maihot felt
lonesome, and  even the
auctioneors failad to draw
sronad them an approvi-
ativa crowd, tho resalt
boing  that a modern
Hogira was witnossod and
the anctioncer’s goods wore
hurriadly  transferrod to
the vastern market whore
everything was soon sold.
Yustorday 's nrarket was
also  gomd, it being
ronounced tho  best
WVednesday's market that
has been held for mauny
months in 8t. Thomas. Its
ruccess romovod the last
doubt that existed about
tho permanency of the
Horton Market. True, the
Journal onco more got in
its contemptible woerk of
misrepresentation in its
roport of last evening, but
the day has gone Ly when
such tactics can  result
unfavorably to those whom
it caleulated to affoct.
The residents of tho eastern
wards can —and do —
congratulate  themsolves
hoartily on tho success of
the movement so lately
undertaken by them to
remove tho noceesity that
has so long existed for
their wives and sisters,
mothers and daughtors to
go to the St. Andrews
market and bear a heavy
barden of producs, &c., 80
great a distanco to their
homes. Tun Era also
pressnts its  complimonts
and congrafulations to
them—onse ll:d all. g

Another word ero we
conclude this sketch of
market history. There are,
doubtless, some 8o highly
elated over tho success of
the Horton markot open-
ing that a little harmless
banter has been indulged
in hi’ thom. Let thoso
who boast, however, that
the &t. Androw’s market
is ** =11 broken up already "
I e governed by wise coun=
rel and und d that it

amount taken heretoft
to the 8t Andrews market,
thore was still not milicent

is not the desire of any
fuir thinking citizons to seo




