
CANADA FOR THE CANADIANS

1

patrol ftfford the bcit idmum of dwllng •d'^aftely with Atm.' Oalj •

few WMki ago Prcaident Van Uiw of Madiaon Unlvenity, ao enthoalaatlc

loTcr of oor Canadian wooda, told me that during an expedition in the

North-Weat laat anmmer hla party bad the eatiafactlon of extiuiril«Mng

three Indptent forcat Area due in each caae to neglect of atamping oat

the camp Are by eome party ahead. One day they came np with the

party. It prored to be—two flrcwardena going their ronnda! There

needa to be leaa politlca and more regard for competence and charactar

in theae, u« in all our appolntmenta.

Afain, with regard to water-powera, a vital queatlon, for thfa wonder-

ful abanJiAce of our aupply ahould mak.. tbia country a new and amoke-

leaa Lancaahire, the Commlaaionera lay:— 'No rlghta to the uae of

wate^power8 in atrcama ahould hereafter be granted in perpetuity.

Each grant ahould be r-. Utloncd upon prompt development, continued

beneficial uae, and the pnymcnt of proper compenaation to the public for

the righta enjoyed; and ahould be for a definite period only.'

Yet I waa told a few yean ago that here in Quebec we had givon

away for ever poaaibly the fluent and quite probably the uioNt caHily

available water power in the world—I mean that at the Bhawinigan

Falla,—to a company moatly with foreign capital, for a lump sum of

aizty thouaand doUara! It aeema incredible. I can hardly believe it

now, though 1 once took an opportunity of asking the luie Hon. Mr.

Duffy about it, and he confirmed the fact, justifying the act of the

government on the ground that it was the 0.1 1> way to secure rapid

development. VVhy, gentlemen, if this pow.T had b -en held for the

province, it might have been an endless source of publi >aub; it might

for instance have paid for our education in perpetuity.

Then aa to the coal. At the recent meetii.g of the Mining Society

one of the csgineera present informed orv tbat from 40 to 60

per cent of the total amouat is v/isted tht- ich reckless and haaty

methnda of extraction; whereas vU-. jj-'oper car.: 'ind patience the waste
need not be more than 15 per cent. i. nd when we Ret it out, look how
wastefully we bum it. The engineer of the Lake Ontario once told

me tbat she could make nine knots on twenty-seven tona a day; but that

to get two more knota out of her required sixty-six tona. Three hundred
and fifty tona must bo burned to get the eighteen knots of the Etraria;

for only three knots more the Lucania wants Hre hundred and five tons;
nnd our modem monsters, like the Mauretanin, for their twenty-four
knota must be fed with a daily allowance of upwards of a thousand tona
Yon aee how rapidly the consumption mounts up in proportion to the
-.cault attained, and all to satisfy a few people in a hurry. I know that
many look to science to provide a substitute before the coal meaanrea


