
100 WHY I AM A CHURCHMAN.
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Festivals and Fasts, which are pro-ided in the Prayer Book, are happUy adapted to the ne-

cessities of our spmtual nature, and^ are founded upon
the authority of Holy Scripture. Festivals and Fistswere eniomed by God upon the Jews, and were observedby our Lord and His Apostles. Their necessity has been
ackiiowledged by those bodies of Christians, who, in their
haste to denart. apparentiy as far as possible from the
Church, undertook to do without them. Thus our Pun-
ten FathCTs made it penal to observe Christinas, but or-dained a Festiv^ m the Autumn, In the form of a Thanks-
fftvtrtff Day. They would not keep the fast of Lent, butthey set apart a day in the Spring, as a " day of festin«.
humiliation, and prayer."

^'
f T?« C^^ch has, from the early ages, observed a fast offor^ d^s, wherem the ordinary means of grace were
used, after an exti^ordinary manner. Those bodies ofC^tians who discard this practice, have felt the neces-
sity of such a season, and have virtuaUy confessed it, in
that species of substitiite found in their " four days* meet-ings or " protiracted meetings," and other extraordinary
services, connected, commonly, with what are known asmodem - revivals." We tiiink their own experi^ tprovmg that the *^old paths" are the better way!

L. (Page 79.)

The office of "the Church of the Living God, as thegUM and ground of the ti^uth." is not only to sprJad that
tijith but to conserve it. This, the Prote/tent EpiscopalChurch does, not oniy by retaining an Apostolic ministiy,but by embodying the great principles of the Gospel, ikan Evangelical Liturgy. If the minister go astray and be-come heretical, he cannot easily carry the people withhim. Nor can he continue to preach after he leases to
believe ui the Divinity of Christ. He must quit tiieChurch at once when he quits the faith, since he cannot
preach without using the Liturgy, and he cannot do that,
after he ceases to believe tlmt Christ is a Divine Bring.


