
'.?y^. ' --^^3S^.S^'=aJgg^i'

OBOLOOIOAL SURVST OF mWiOUHDLANDi

pfodvctiTe u wnse, won completely edipeed all otiier enterpriMi,

and oblitented eren the naej xeoollection of the island's more pro-

blematical mineral reaonroei. A few desoltory attempts at mining
were, however, made from time io time, when indications of varions

minerals presented themselTes in the sea diib. Tlia most noted of

these was at a place called Shoal Bay, twelve mfles soath of 6t
John's, when a copper mine was opened up mora than a century
since, or about 1778. What the result was, cannot now be ascer-

tained, but I believe operations ceased owing to the scarcity of tiie

ore. It was however, re-opened by Captain Sir James Pearl, E.N.,

in 1839, and worked for a short time. No records of the diipments,
if any, are extant Quito recently I have seen very good specimens
of grey copper on from this same locality.

'^er attempto at mining of much more recent date were
made ^t various points on the Peninsula of Avalon upon small

veins, both of copper and galena, but in most cases they were at-

t^tnded with but poor success. The ores, especially those of copper,

were usually of a very ridi quality, being chiefly vari^^ated, such
as copper glance, erubescite, bomite, covelline, ftc., ai>d generally

oontfined in quartz veins, but sometimes in broken killas rock, fill-

ing small cracks or fissures. The galena, also, frequentiy occurred
in quartz, but more usually in calcareous spar; the La Manche lead

mine, Placentia Bay, being a good example.

In 1864, ihe present Oeological Survey of the Island was es-

tablished, ec»incident with the opening up of the Union Copper
Mine, Tilt Cove, N.D.B. The labors of the one, and success of the
other soon created a lively interest in mining enterprises, which at
one time reached to fever heat, and tiien again gradually subsided.
At the present time, mining has settied down to a sober, steady in-
dustry, slowly but surely advancing in importance witii the growth
of the country, and increase of our knowledge of ite resources. It
is not at all chimerical to look forward to a time when n-in-ag and
the manufacture of metals, &c., will rank second to n-^ wr in-
dustrial pursuit in this island.

As a preliminary to entering more into detail of the various
mineral substences now known to exist ifi the Island, I presume a
short general description of ite principal geological features will
not be out of place.


