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tries both in: the nature of  development objec-
‘ves and in key economic, social and political variables
{that affect the process of development. To say the
: , this is stating the obvious. Thirdly, generaliza-
“tions ‘are not helpful — surely the Economic Council
"could ‘not be expected to devote the time and re-
ces necessary. to complete a thorough study of
jmd1v1dual Third World countries. The Council is
quite correct in claiming that individual country
tudies are beyond its resources. However, ignoring

the ﬁndmgs of the research which has been under-

‘taken cannot be accepted so easily. For these reasons,
he’ Councﬂ has been driven to adopt a simpler ap-
roach — “we. have assumed that any developing
on that looks to this country for assistance wishes

burecewe Canadlan capital and technology and to -~

_obtain access to Canadian markets for its products”
fmthout, spelling out clearly the inadequacies of
this approach or the premises upon which it is based.
- The simpler approach, moreover, fails to address the
ent and - compelling failure of Third World
ountnes to break out of a- condition of “underdevel-
3 ~‘As the Chalrman of the Development As-

'ere 1mpress1ve rates of eg

‘ nomic. growth have not been matched by growth i

mploymient or by 1mpr0vement in . the - relativ
distribution of income — as the speeches of Rober
: chNamara and others have pomted out. Instea)
- the tendency has been for increased unemploymen
~and polarization of incomes, as development has
“failed to ‘provide enough opportumtles for pro
ductive employment :

o Desplte portraying ‘the. soelal d1v151ons Wthh have

arisen as-a result of attenuated growth and despitg

2 recogmzmg that political elites have been influencel
. bythe premises of “dependency theory”, the Economig
- Council - is content to. reaffirm the liberal economid
~model. Tt is the political dimension of “growth withou
“development”, that is, the potentially explosive resulig

of social differentiation between rich and’ poor, bed
tween the modern urban and the:traditional rural

-areas, between the landed and: the landless withi

underdeveloped countries that has led political elites
to demand major reforms in_the structure of th
international economy. S

The Economic Councﬂ bases its opt1mlst1c assess#
ment of the future on two major assumptlons First§
the social stratification evident in underdevelope
countries is temporary.. Secondly, where selectedf
countries — namely, Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan
and Korea — which have industrialized are today, the
majority-of Third World countrles will be in twent
or thirty years’ time:

No evidence is presented for the first assumptmn,
the second assumption is quite simply an expressmn
of hope. Moreover, the authors are. incredibly naive
in assuming that political consciousness and action]

“on the part of the underprivileged majority withinf

underdeveloped countries can be overcome by point-§
ing to models that portray some improvement in per
capita income by the year 2000. The Council acknow}}
edges that the concessions it is prepared to advocatey

- will only benefit the more advanced Third World]

countries. ‘Yet, even here, liberalization of trade,

; opemng the Canadian economy - to ‘their products,

.is likely to be conditional upon ‘a market i}
provement 1in such factors as ... (Canada’s) ... over!
alt employment level. Until that occurs, we cannot inf
conscience advocate anything more than a hold-theg

~ line policy”.. For the Third World as a whole, thef
Economic Council is willing to let international marj
‘ ket forces make the necessary. adjustments: “

. the best policy in the area of trade is to let the
forces of competition operate freely, in accord with
the* 1ntervnat10nal‘ distribution of ‘comparative ad-8
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