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!'ha; path of history is strewn with the wreckage of unnecessary failures.
It offers records of many men who had the world nefore them and the
prospect of splendid careers but foolishly turned their back upen thedir
own chances and threw away all the glittering prizes of 1life for some
idea,some principle,some enthusiasm vhich they had allowed to cap ture
their soul and which made them in many cases the laughing stock of their
generation, In every age a :{:ua.l world has found 4t a laughable spect
acle to walich men of firsteclass brains and capacity deliberately rejecting
the ordinary guerdons of suecess to stand by seme rrinciple or rursue some
741l o' the wisp,ideal for which no ordinary man of sense would give
a single evening s leisure or enjoyments There was poor Socrates in A 3
- with the possibility of a great career as a teacher or an advocate
wasting his time in dile disputation at the street cornmers, There was
Rembrandt who starved amid riches stmg because he would not paint the
class of pictures demanded by the riec urgeoisie of the day.There was
Shelly sacrificinghis family patrimony and his place in British aristocrat
dc soclety to battle for the cause of libe with his soulstirring
songse There was the famous partnership of Wilberforee and Clarksen surrend
ering careers,the one in timrovnoemk polities and the other in the church,
for some black men in distant landgrwhom they had never seen. There was
ano ther later partnership of Jomn ight and Richard “obden forswearing
office and pride of place till their work was done and Shaftesbury the
great Tory reformer spuming all honors and rewards lesthis work
for the poor factory children of %ngland should suffere it is ture that
some of these misguided people have reaped some posthumous rewards for
their eecentrities, Spepates has something of a reputation 4n the world
of philosophy,Rembrandt s pictures are only acces-ible to men with long
purses, the nawes of Copden and Shaftesbury are honoured in overy land and
clime as the models of disintercsted statesnanship but each of them in
their day and generation was derided as a fool and a mad nisionary
if not s¥pernicious rascal, , '

In the beadroll of such misguided idealiste the present Premier of Cananda
7311 never be found.He is one of those stern reaitats 7ho appreciate the
Career and its perquisites at its proper valuejhe will allow ne sil.y prine
ciples or idealistic nonsense to stand in the 'a{ of its achievement and
7hen one door to advancement is closed he wil! b ithely jettison all

that need be jettisoned to get entry by another, Among living peliticians
he and My Winston Churchill stand in a class by themselves as acknowledged
masters in the adyancement o ” Aadvancement with this vital difference
that My Churchill s command 7ays rrevent him from bLringing diseredit
to any offiece he Adorns and Kingps variegated talents do note Both

have led great rhetorical lives and both are wondrous skilled in the art
of selfadvertisement;but probably their greatest asset is a capaeity teo
face things as they are and their clear understanding that the duty of the
succesful man is to succeed, Therefore, the world being what ithis. the chan :
ces are that they will managein their respective parliaments to sit many more
years on the right hand of the Speaker than on the Lefte Y¥r Churehill has now
discarded the title of Liberal but our Premier will cling to it till his
dying daye Both however are fundamental conservatives on one prinary issue,
the necessity of conserving their own careers and i their countries

were to suffer by readon of this necessity /hy should they repine? Our
Premior will {ind no lack of complaisant biogrpahers to limn hinm to post
erity as a brilliant type of the succes-ful realist and why should he have
any cause to envy obscure idealists like Socrates Snhelley and Shaf tesbury
living; ridicdous lives of -prinedple and saerifice and going to their

graves derided by their contemporary gemeration, .
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