Wednesday, August 29, 1990

Awkwardness and clumsiness becomes compelling

by Paul Gazzola

The Northern pikes
Snow in June
Virgin Records

To be honest, after listening to
side one of Snow in June, | really
didn't have much enthusiasm to
get up off the couch and put on
side two. Side one was, well, bor-
ing. Whether it was a rock song, a
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country song or a country/rock
song, they all sounded the same.
Worse, everything sounded awk-
ward and clumsy.

Somehow, though, on a second
andsubsequentlistenings, this
clumsiness and awkwardness
became compelling. What at first
seemed a forced marriage of
words and music now sounded
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uncannily natural. After all, most
of the songs deal with love, leav-
ing, isolation and failure, so, the
record should be more than an
easy listen.

However, there's still a few prob-
lems that even repeated listening
won't help. “Tomorrow Never
Comes,"” a song about continual
family failure, is too lifeless, while
“Shotgun Morning” is too word-

Island Records

If you are the type who likes to
wander into a record store every
now and then just to pick up a
tape by a band that you've never

heard before, chances are you'll ;
be grabbing the first thing that =
catches your eye. If such a casé

arises, you may:end up buying
the new brightly: coloured red

and green album from an Italigh :
“this tune is convincingly belted

band called 49ers.

Who has ever heard of this
band? Certainly not this re-
viewer. And, I'm not sure whether
I'll ever hear from them again.

heavy ("I am the patriotic son-in-
law who raped the daughter of
truth.").

Side two is better, though, being
more musically consistent in
theme and tone. Accoustic
instruments are prominent on
“Unimportant” and ‘Green
Fields,” two of the stronger songs
on the album (even if the former
does sound like it was sung by

—

t you were listening to
0cal wails of Aretha Franklin

out. There is also a cool version
of the old Gloria Gaynor tune "I
Will Survive." It's a little slow, with
Neneh'Cherry overtones, but it's

Leonard Cohen).

Guitarists Brian Potvin and Mel
Bryck and bassist Jay Semko are
all capable songwriters. The title
track, written by Potvin, provides a
strong, noisy ending to the album,
and Semko has the best voice of
the three.

Thatis, when he's actually sing-
ing, and not just content to talk, as
he does a bit too often.

Bspite it's take-off of Jody
Watley's “Don't You Want Me," is
a really great song that has
already climbed just about every
dance chart in existence. The
other four tracks on.the album
don't warrant any special men-

2 tion; it's standard heuse music.

- Forthose who like house, there
fs a lot to choose from on the
tore shelves, but 49ers is upbeat,
h a Top 40 beat that never
becomes annoying. Besides, the
price of the album is worth it if
only to hear the glorious warble
of those two uplifting words:
TOUCH ME!
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