
Spirit of the stakes territoýry
hêwovew by& d âiIoe

i utthme.,*ouyeuês, Vancouver
In irt of**Wquu1hqe staked out

their territory àat t4twtestand peyhaps
only, new wavèt ý y *11 - iCanada,

Their second album~, 'fttipn Up the
Staîrr, lias been ty laWW on CJSR's
Top 20 playlist so. ts rluasséthis surnnier,
tlie've impressed audiences at the
Edmonton Folk Music Festivul two years
runriing and they itukmed to Edmonton
for a sold out concet &uday niglt.

The. tern new wave folk» la actually a.
contraction of the. desÔiption given te
themn in the. Folk festival program tis
summer; t'de Club meeting lt.eIDibliners
at the. Canada Pavillon aI Expo0 . Knutson,
on the. phone from Calgary lms Thursday,
lauglied at tii., description of the. band but
doesn'î mind i at à&. ITha juat shows how
hardit stIo pigeonhle our sound. In
Vancouwer, iurew long been considered an
alternative act, but ou"ad, especially in
the. Prairies, wve. gined much of our
audience througii playing at folk festivals"

The. Spii of the. West sound la a umdque
blens of rock anrairol energy, folk lyrical
conventions centeresi around variaus facets
of (mainly> Canudian If., and combining a
variety of.kisurnntaoinduding two
unusual instwmmn, a bouzouki a
stringed inuurwnen from Greece, by way
or Ireland) a" a bodbran (a C.ltic drum>.
Athough dtby've uw.ally appeared as a trio
in the pust, the. grosjp ls augmented on
bass by Hugb M4cfflmn on their current
tour. Hvi"ng 1*ng igives us more
freedomn on stage, sa"S J., 'because even
thougli lNe p&ayed ba on our albums,
nane of us is reuily a bas player.»

Along wlithJ. Knution, on gultar,
bouzouki, bass, synthesizer and percussion,
Spirit of the West ta aucon sedof Geffrey
Kelly, onwmhlade, fLute. bobra and
synthesizer, and John Marnn, on guitar and
bonea. Ai thee brouglit previous - '"prdessional musical experience to Spirit of
the. West, wiiicli helped them, tb graf t
togedhmor quiddly as a band.

Tiie current tour takes them acrossihe
prairies for the. next month or so, playing in
a variety of different kinds of venues, both
in siend in dm kdof music die
veriues usually presene. lM keeping wkbh
their dual statua wiuh msic fans. »In a way
its sort of fin", aays J, when we getAO
or 50 year aid folk fassacomlng out le thes.
new wave clubs tdm diy>clneyer go to
otlierwisee Iosee uw."

Th. b.nd wOi then 'hopefully have sanie
dime fffor Oiklma beère emu.ing
un aniessern swing aid tde making their
firs ever trip 1tii.h Uic. and the. European
contwinAMIl and May. Both of these
v.ntum am somewhat rsy but exciting,
for the bnd, M JL explans: *We're not as
well known Mg of Manitoba, se welll b.
plaing smabur places, aid being aur first
lime in Europe; w. reaNtyhavene idea how
the. audiences there will react to us.'

Considedng the tralitional fts datý
routinft n dm aenoda a tthe

liv gi, tm»= be atiemoe
instant àidtfcatIonbetwoen Spirit of the.
West and te rUic. audiences They coe
by dmeu infu honestty at leat- Meff
was bom in Scodand and .migrated lier.
when lie was nine or ten years aid, and
John aid 1 bath have some Britishi
bédtgrond but we're redy Canadians.'

Scodaid occasionaily fuma up ln Spirit of
due West lyrics as we.i. wn on the
Dofrtheireaowm dbut album

presing on ani ndependent ")el,
documen the m. - umpbowen
situation of th. town ln, Scodad where
Geoffs unde hivm but 'you don't have to
look tbf, ,you can &W fin iyourown

- 4kiit ofaie Wwu havn'Wnglcu heir
mwn backyard eluhor, à ags1k

ilomnelands,' documenti
the. Haida Indians on Varq
fromn the latest album, ah
time, thougii, their lynicsf
flctonalled accounts ofr
situations, like "Rockt Ti
which is »roughly based o
used to deliver the mail ir
Islands!' From the. tragedý
thé sang focuses on tfié.
té sfp's captain.

Otrsangsdocument
many, or most, people cal
flooding of homes, lonel
etc. There Is always a s"ri
way the. sangs are present
the upbeat rhythms and n
the senlous nature of the 1
of songs, however, are aiv
humourouis or Just plaing
like 'r4i Crawl 8, a lighthe
the crawliris lail don. ir
trne to crawl home, or "A
Gamie',".a look at living
in wilch the poor sucker
even break and wins the1

According to . though,
concerted effort at a baha

w*o< lue West
la Concet

iedew 4y Mli.Spndo.
Spirit of the. West rolled

day te an ecstatic receptic
crowd at theç cozy «0 seai
Museum Theatre. The bau
genulnely overwhelmedk
applause dmatgreeted the
moved te jokingly aak iw4

The arwd nimxled no
though, cdieedng an thé.
two-and-a-half haur set
of standiards from theïr twi
cover versions çr-eone Bu

niç ,Johnny Hortx
adde bouspreviews of

unrecordédsSq%,
The banq was tilt a s

haps, as they suggesed,o
at Expo Mhi sumnmer. New

-n Iaime hdpere
ers, reeling off fiuid, vlrtuw
underpin t"i.guiar a"db
panîment of J. Knutson ar
and the. bones and light I
supplied by John Mann.
uted vocaléy, with ".adu

ing the struggle of we should andcit usuaily works oui OK."
icouver Island, And judging by th. ecstatic reaction given
ow. Much of the. by audiences at lam summer's folk festival,
have deait with ht really does.
real or possible As for playng indoors in the. winter, the.
rhieves Bay," band enjoys it hacause « it gives us more
on the. way they control over the situation and we can do a
in he Gulf langer show,» as opposed to the. 30-40
ly of, a shipwreck, minute sets that ail too often seern to ha
eefeoffth e wafeof cu so usatstheband and, he udience

are getting warmed up at festiuk% For thus
. occurrences tour they've taken advantage of the.
3rn relate te: opportunity to break their show Up imb
ly truckers' wives, two sets, eacli an hour or so long, which
king honesty in lthe .gives us the. opportunity te play a lot of
ited, thougli, and material that we wouldn't get te
melodies contrast otherwise
lyrica.,These kinds Spirit of the West's latest album was
ýways balanced by produced by Paul Hyde of PayolaS fanie.
good tinies tunes On working with Hyde, J. says "lie wasaa
.arted jig in wiiich real easy guy to work with, lots of fun le
i pubs, until ita have around, and of course lie has a wealth
An Honest of experience and studioattitude, which
g in Lottery land," was gond for us." Tiie album does boust a
finally gets an dlear, well-produced sound and was

lottery. r.leased on the local label Stony Plain
i,there is no Records, wbich has a national distribution
knoe. '%Ne just deal wfth RCA, whicii should help garner

feel like or think Sprof theWest a iigier profile Inthe

band -in bestg
the. tii.. original members of the. band.

On. of the mosl endearing features of
Spirit of the West's show is their between-
sang banter and introductions to songs,

cLinto toiAfl Sun- whicii often turn into, hilarious mono-
on from a sold out logues running on for several minutes.
at Provincial Tiiese guys poke fun at eveythlng, includ-
bnd seem.ed ing themselves,but they aimar-nanaed to
by thé leve of involve the audience witiioV conulng ,
emn and were even across as anyhing but likeable, real people.
ut.e the applause Simple:."It's a big thrill to comie lier. at ,

tisi time of year and plug my car In for the
~P~1ng ~ firatlime èverl." or something 1k that.

a Only onice, in îhe minro 10 "Tripping Up
plu itermsslo> The Stairs/An Honest Gamnble", did an

wo albums, a few overly long intro cost thenim nentum, as
Unietle, Richard the crowd se.med lost in reflection as
on) ad,as an ppsto dappngaélong tothe Mg as
) several new, they dld mou the ti timne.

dde-ffw er., Perhaps tii. moa amazlng tbing about.
dhis band a i e nergy tliey exude on

Of theïrrsdmc stage. They seemn to alternat. between
w' bassist Hugli coniplete relaxation between songs to total
ctly with the au- concentration duning sangs, oertainly a
joso bass. unes to requirenient In view of the higli lMelof

bououl acm- musianshlp tley consWsendy denion-
indGeofre Kely ate Thy sillmanage, somneboe, whlle

bodhrn ei playing, te dance around tie stage with a
Ail rfervorequal to any rock and rail band.

Mies soit betr~e So in between jokes about Reagan and

eastern provinces.
And, yes, the band did play at Expo,

several limes in faci. "It was a really
different experienoe,» says J., "the money
was really gond of course, but it was
strange doing four sets a dayseven daysa
week, for sucli a transitional udience. You
know, we'd finish and tliey'd ha practically
already be gone.8 Thanks in part te Expo
bucks, thie bard can iio* survhe ëoh lb.e
inconie îhey derive from touring and
album sales, a condition that has only
occurred in lb. last six months. As th. titI.
of their latest album suggests, they're finally
»Tripping Up the Stairs" of lb. Canadian
music industry.

To my suggestion that Spirit of the. West
has already becomne somnething of a
Canadiari institution, J. just laughed, but
judging by lb. amount of attention they
have deservedly been r.ceMvng f rom
*dicming musical audiences, that
evaluation may not hbe far off the mark.
However it may ha though, Edmonton
concert audiences an look forward te on.
regular briglit spot on the calendar sinoe
Spirit of the West seern unllkely to forsake
us for the Hollywood Bowl, atImas for a

while yel.

Of s'Plîri ts
Central America, the weather, leaving car
headliglits on, the sîze of beer cups at
Expo, broken guitar strings, and sa on, we
gel a well-paced set cf ail lb. Spirit of lb.
West liv. standards, including "W. Are The.
People of The. Frozen Northi", a humeur-
oua look at hew Canadians are perceived
by foreigners and aIse by ourselves whicli,
as usua* brought the lieuse down.

The. more serious sangs d.aling with the
probleris of common people received an
equaily good reception f rom the. crowd,
and the. exhaustive Introductions made
them comé te 11f, doubly from lb.
recorded versions. The band aIse invited
patrons to visit in tie lobby after the show
and gel albums autegraphed if they
wlshed, another indication of the basic
decencydthtes. pays seem 10
enomp.

Ail inuait, am evening te rernember and a
superb pe<forMaucé- Ik launfc>rtunate only
that theshowhWdto beheld in such a
smaîl venue, as by ail indications, Spirit cf
the West could have seld out the SUS
Theatre just as .asily. If you missed themn
tis lime, make sure you ge your tickets
early for th. ruxt, hacause tliey'll ha going
fait

I
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