
CANADIAN COURIER

D0 you realise, as you read these calm and even commonplacelines, that the proportion of insanity in this country is very
considerably higher at this moment than it has been for years,

or than it will be again until the next general'elections? I .n fact, the
entire North American continent contains more unbalanced minds-
more determined lun'atics-to-day than it did four weeks ago, or than
it will four weeks hence. The truth is that there are very few of us
who are not a little "touched." Between elections, we can ail discuss
political questions with a fair amount of "sweet reasonableness". and
a moderately straight quality of- thinking. But, as a campaign warmns
up, many people beêome steadily more and more insane. There is
no other word for it. They cease to see things as they are; and that
is the supreme test of sanity. They cannot hear anything againist
one of their. own party without feeling a sense of exasperation; and
tbey cannot hear of a discovery to the discredit of a public man of the
"other party" without a positive accession of glee.
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TJ HE men Who lead the parties and who get what "fruits" there are,
are seldon. victims of passion. They are the beneficiaries of cool

calculation. They stir this ancient evil in others; but they do flot
feel 'it themselves. The methods Which they employ to awake it in
their followers are for themn food for lauigh'ter or the cause of "ennui."~
They have had their operation for this form of "appendicitis." They
have had their eyes opened. But party passion is very useful to them;
and they hate to see the old flame die down. If the people once got it
into their heads that politics was nothing more nor 1less than the
discussion of the business'of the country-about 'as Wise' a'place to
permit partisanship or'any other intoýxicatio'n to get hold of one as a
meeting of a board of directoýs-they would cease to, regard an election
as a party struggle of the old kind, and approach it las' the considera-
tion by the stock-holders of two rival tickets for the Directoraàte. They
woul-d then ahl be independents ani none of themn partisans; and party
passion would become as obsolete as the custom of sending m embers
of the defeated party to prison or to the block.

A, MUSICAL DELEGATION

TJ HE approaching visit of the Sheffield Choir to Canada is a musical
event of importance beyond even the choral circles of the

Dominion. There are about three ýhundred in the British party, of
whom fifty are journalistic or business friends of the members of 'the
great musical organisation. Two years ago, when this body of singers
visited the German cities of Dusseldorf, Frankfort and Cologne, the
Teuton laid aside his stolidity and gave enthusiastic civic welcomne
and honour to the Yorkshire choir. The councils in the. Canadian
cities to be visited are already preparing to show the guests from
the "North Countree" that the musical and industrial importance of
this visit of the' greatest EBnglish choir is appreciated in a yoùng
country whose lungs have alreacly proved equal to effective '"attack."
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