
IrUHE AC E 0F S PA DE S
I.-THE PROPHECY.

T was Sunday evening. The
lumbermen were sprawlîng
over bunks andl henches,
miending, reading and smoke-
ing. A group abyout the
stovewere joining in the
chorus of a rougli hack-
woocls chanty qrhat: was fam-
ous throughout the lumber
camps for its lult and in-
decency, and 'a hiaif dozen

were deep in a gamne of higb-low Jack.
swarthy Frencli-Canadian dropped a coverless

zinc of ancient date and sauntered down toffhe
f the long deal table to peer over the sboulders
e players.
fter a vwbule a tali blonde, with tbe physique
Viking, yawned ponderously and, leaned back:
st the logs.
ýay, boys, I reckon I've hadl erbout enougli of
Let's git Frenchy to tell us our fortunes."

bis týook the zest out of the gaine and the men
to relight their pipes and stretch their le gs.
Lýavislh collec'ted the scattered cards, shuffed
ack a few times and held them out to Francois.
he Frenci-ýCanadliani was noted for bis skil in
-Mling the hand of fate. Many times bis state-
Sh-ad been verified, until the simple men about

believed ýin his infallibility. If lie bad ever
dl the mark Ithey bad forgotten it, but tbey
nbered that George Smith had been forwarned
Llainity six montbs before -his little girl bad
of typhoid feve-, and Bo'b Hines was toki of
ood fortune long before Bessie Saunders lad
ýht of accepting hi'm. They could show the
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some minutes before he arous-ed himself. Then lie
gave a low mairthless chuckle.

"Do'oït wnrry boys. I reekons it's me aIl righ-t
enough. I don't rightly know how I know, but I
sort of feel it in my bones. Here I prove it to
yer sure enough."

He picked out the four aces and shoved the rest
of 'the pack aside. Then he tintied a red bandana
from about fiis neck and made the man nearest him
bind it tightly over his eyes.

Now, Jim, shuffle the four cards and place 'em
face down in front of me. If I pick the'ace of
spades nothin' cani save m'el 1"

MacTavish oheyed. TPhe cook leaning over bis
shoulder, looked as if lie had seen a ghost.

Jake was mucli relieved at the Frenich-Canadiàn's
conviction that ît was *his own dea'th lie read in
the cards, and a sudden sense of pity not unmixed
with deviltry, awoke in bis brain. W-hy not make
the mian's prophesying s'eem false, and who knows,
perhaps save bis life by a very simple expedient?

Just as MacTavish announced lie was ready,
Jake shot out lushand, if-ted the edges, of the cards
until lie found the ace of spades, drew it out and
replaced ijt with the jack of hearts from the top of
.the discarded pile. One or two of the men grinned
fain'tly at bis audacity.

Francois stepped close and paused with bis fin-
gcrs. a few inches ahove the row of cards. He
appeared to be waiting for guidance or prompting
from somne unseen spirit. For almost a minute lie
stood there without a muscle mioving and the crowd
about scarcely dared to breathe for fear of breakîng
the spell. 'Pheir rougu kiindly faces were f ull of
awe and expectancy, as their eyes strained on those
thin bient llngers.

Some had begun to think that their comrade's
trick had destroyed the test, when the hand slowly
mnoved across the cards and drc>pped on the secondl
fromi the end. The other snatched the bandage
from its owner's eyes as lie turned the card over.

A roar of laugliter sbook the camp. t -was the

týo form that nothîig less powerful than dynamite
couki break.

So the "lumberjacks" had now become "sackers"
or stream-drivers, and exchanged their axes for
cant-hooks and pike-poles witb -which to herd their
unwieldy flock into, civilisation and the shriek of
buzz-saws. Strung out on both sies of the river,
thýey kept pace witb the lumber, pushing and prying
and preventing dawdling, haIf the time wading up
to their waists lin the icy flood, and risking their
lives a bundred times as they sprang a-cross the
walîowing ýbacks bencath Vhem.

Thougli the winter had gone witbout unusual
event, Francois' certainty of approaching death hiad
not weakenied. If flot this montb, wýell then the
next, and lie would continue doing -lis duty as lie
saw it withQut bding influenced by *bis fears. His
strange psyichiical powiers hiad prepared im for
what was to bappen 'and nothing fie could do would
delay or prevent it. However, fromt ont of the
gayest men in 'the camp lie -lad hecome -the most
preoccupi'ed and quiet, and bis fellow lumbermen
understood in sulent sympathy.

For a tâme the drive moved on swiftly and witb-
out serious hindrance, and anticipation of a near
return. to families and snug farmbouses kept the
rougli jests and boyish sboutings ringing in the wtt,shaggy spruces above the river. Even Mýacenzie,
tbe silent luos,ý, grinnied cbeerfully over the success-
fui close of the season's work and the fulfilling of
bis contract.

'Pheil ont morning as they returned from an old
deserted camp along their route wlTere tht y h-ad
spent the niglit, tbey d'iscovered a' jami had formed
opposite the mouth of Little River. In tht few
hours of darkness a solid tangled mass, a dozen f-tet
in heiglit and a huundred in widtb, liad blocked thestreami. Logs liad 'betei sucked downl to fill the
cbmnks belo-w and wedged into tbe gravel. Their
ends stuck out at every conceivable angle. Eadb
miomnent fresh ones were joining their fellows and
the water was already hanked a good fîve feet
bigler above the jam than below.

.MacKenzie glanced at it, muttered a curse bie-
neath luis breath and sent one of the men back ta
the camp for a stick of dynamite. Then lie and
,MacTavis-h studied the problemi carefully by scranm-
bling ouit upon the jam, and finally agreed upon
tht vital spot.


