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Before this issue reaches all our sub-
scribers the Dominion of Canada will
have within its borders a new Governor-
General. Lord Grey, who succeeds Lord
Minto, was to set sail the first of this
month, and should by this date be in
office. The new Governor is a brother-
in-law of the distinguished gentleman
who has just vacated the chair, and
comes to us with an_exceedingly good
record: The great journalist, W. T:
Stead, says that Earl Grey is one of the
Elizabethans, a breed which will never
die out in England until the English
race is extinct, He is one of the most
charming of men, By birth an aristo-
crat; no one can be more democratic in
his sympathies. 'An unfortunate anti-
pathy to home rule alone shunted him

into the Unionist camp. Otherwise it |
would have been difficult to find a stout- |
er, sounder Liberal within a day’s |
march. Nor is his Liberalism confined |

to party politics. He “is Liberal. in

Chuch- as well as in State:; Liberal in |
the catholicity of his friendships and in |

the breadth and variety of his sympath

i¢s. A man more mentally alert and |

miore physically active it would be diffi
cult to find in a day’s march. He turns
up everywhere, whenever any good work
15. to be done, and seems to find time
for every kind of social and political
effort, Thirty yeéars ago, he was inter
ested in Church reform; to-day, he 'is
enthusiastic over the work of the Salva
tion Army.,

Albert Henry George Grey, the fourth
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He came of notable lineage, his father
having held positions of great trust in
the British Court. His grandfather was
Prime Minister. of the Crown from 1830
to .1834. The neéw governor-general is
is' not only the grandson of one of the

most famous prime minis of the |

nineteenth century, but he is son of a
man who from 1849 to 1870 occupied

a position which made him the personal
frl(*nd and trusted confident eof the
Queen in all the business both of Court
and of  State.

Mr. Albert Grey went to school at

Harrow. He graduated at Trinity Col- |

lege, Cambridge, in 1877, he married

Alice, the third daughter of Mr. Slay- | ali loses 1 !
whose residence in | M3!1st closes by saying that wh:

Park Lane is one of the most famous |

ner Holford, M.P.

palaces in London.

In 1880 he entered the House of Com-
mons,. being elected Liberal member
for South Northumberland. The wave
of Gladstonian enthusiasm was then at
its flood and' Mr. Albert Grey was a
Gladstonian. At the general election of
1885, Mr. Albert Grey elected to stand

I'yneside, one of the constituencies

» which South Northumberland had
been cut up. In the following year, Mr.

ladstone: plunged * for home rule. Mr.

refused to follow him, and his

| party and the House |
him no more. He |
nionmist. He did not |

till his uncle’s |

December, 1904,

LADY GREY.

death, in 1894, opened for him the por-
tals of the House of Lords.

He was a friend of Mr. Rhodes, and
is a Rhodesian to this day. Was success-
ful administrator of Rh()de\n in 1896-
97. Took an active part in sec curing the
Hague or Peace Conference. In home
politics, Lord Grey has devoted himself

{ with' great enthusiasm to the course of

7 | co-operation and the cause of temper
earl, ‘was born on November 28, 1851. |

ance.

Lord Grey’s family seat is at Howick,
in Nurt]mmhuldnd and he has twice
visited tln Dominion.

Lady Grey has never taken a promin
ent part in the political world. Her
eldest son, Lord Howick, who was born
in 1879, acts as his father's priva
secretary. Her eldest daughter, who ex
cites enthusiastie \dmiration wherever
she is known, will probably play a

siderable part in the social life of Canada

They are in one respect admirably fitted |

for their new role. They are singularly
tfree from the reserve that gives 1(; SOme¢
English peers an air of pride and aloof
ness that harmonizes ill with the freer
life of a democratic colony. The jour

1itever

else may be lacking in Government |
House during Lord Grey’s tenure of |

office, of one thing we may be quite ¢
tain there will be no stint, and that
a hearty, sympathetic camaraderie
all comers, and eager, enthusiastic
port of all that makes for the prosper
and greatness of the Dominion

the empire of which it forms a part
I —— OIS a part.
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What Happened on Chrisf.mas
Days.

Christmas was first celebrated in the
year 98, but it was forty years later
before it was officially ad- opted as a
Christian festival: nor was it until
about the fifth wutury that the day of
its celebration became permanently fix-
ed on the twenty-fifth of December. Up
tc that time it had been irregularly
ybesrved at various times of the year

in December, in April and in May,

| but most frequently in January.

- Two notable coronations occurred on

e | Christmas Day: that of Charlmagne, as

[ mperor of the \‘\Vtﬁr‘ in the. year 8‘)“7
and that of William the Conqueror, at
Westminster Abbey, in 1066. Clovis,
the first Christian King of France,
was baptized on Christmas Day, 496.
Gilles de Retz, of France, the orig-
inal “Blue Beard” was cuted on

| Christmas Day, 1440, in atonement for

multitude of crimes, which included
g of wives, from which the
story is derived.
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