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I HAVE the honour to enclose to you herewith six copies
of -the, speech with which I opened the Fifth Session of the
Seventeenth General Absenbly of this Colory on the ilth instant.

I have, &c.
H. MURRAr,

Governor.

Enclosure in No. 14.

OPENING OF THE LEGISLATURE.

Legislative Council, June 11, 1896.

His Excellency the Governor Sir' Herbert Harley Murray,
K.C.B. opened the Fifth Session of the Seàenteênth General
Assembly on Tiursday, 1Lth instant, at 2'o'clock,p.m., ith the
following

SPEECH I:

.Mr. President and Hònourable Gentlemen of the Legislative
Council :

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen- of the Honourable House of
Assembly:

In addressing you for the first time as the representative of our
,Most Gracions Sovereign. the Queen, I desire tb 'express, the
gratification I feel in being associated with you for the promotion

>f the prosperity and ndvancement of this Colony:
In reviewing the events of the year that hàas arly 'elaósed

since1 the close of your last session, .1 Wouldýl first eall your
attention t nthe satisfaitory condition·- of our'"financial- affàirá'

The policy of retrenchment in 'the public eKþenditue; whieh
was adopted by the Legislature last yaàr" h'às bé'n faihfuiilly
carried out by my Government, and, i am pleased to observé,
without in any wary afecting the efficiency of the Publie Service.

The honest and conscientious fulfilment of this trust has
resulted in the restoration of the credit of the Colony abroad, and
inincreased thrift a'nd enterprise oni the part of thé Pèôj>le of this
,Colony.

Theinterest duetoholders -f our Colonial Bonds has been and
will.be promnptly met, andnfter al obligations in connexion with
-the Public Service fori the present quarter have béen provided
for, there *i- be a' considerable balance to the credit of the
Treasury. The change that bas taken place in 'the -çondition of
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