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guished himself in debate, and before
the close of his first session was
regarded as the rising star of the
Con. Mpqrty', ‘“His first .speech,”
says Mr. Davin, im his *‘ Irishmen in
Can.,” ‘‘ marked him as a man for
whom all things may be hoped.”
Sir John Macdonald, the Prime
Minister, ,spoke of him as *‘the
brains of the party,” and designated
him its future leader. For 15 yrs.
or more no one, with the possible
exception of ‘Sir Charles Tupper,
gossessed the aged statesman’s con-
dence to the same extent. -Out-
side of Parlt. he undertook the
work of orgarization for his party,
and for a considerable period filled
the office of Chairman of the Ex.
-Comte. of the Lib.-Con. Union of
Ont. More than once he declined a
seat in the Cabinet, and more than
~ once he declined appt. to the high-
est judicial office in the. Province.
Mr. McC. broke with his party in
1889, in consequence of the position
taken by the Cabinet on the Mercier
Jesuits’ Estates Act-—a position to
“ which the almost entire Prot. senti-
ment of the country was opposed.
From this time he assumed an ind.
attitude in politics. He was placed

- at the head of the *‘ Equal Rights”
movement, and in that character
fought with courage and resolution
for the rights of the people whose
“cause he espoused. Later, during
the Thompson, Bowell and Tupper
régimes, he gave battle to all comers

" .on the Man. Sch. question. Com-

mencm% in 1893, he made several
tours through the Dom., addressing
large audiences, 'sometimes as many
‘a8 3 a day, in opposition to the
licy of his former political friends.

Je was stigmatized. by the leading

’ garty organ: ‘“Chief of the wob-
lers,” and read formally out of the
Con. party. His efforts, however,
did not’ ken till the last was
heard of Mr. Dickey’s Remedial Bill
with the defeat of the Admn. at the
polls, in June, 1896. . At that elec-
tion Mr. McC. was returned both
for North Simcoe (which constitu-

ency he had represented since 1878) |

and for Brandon,.in the Province of
Man. Electing to stay with his old
constituents, he resigned the seat for
Brandon.” His work as a politician

| being done, for the time, he has since .

the meeting of the new Parlt. been -
heard from but littlé. Of late his
name has been mentioned in connec-
tion with a seat in- the Laurier
Cabinet. . Politically, Mr. McC.
calls himself ‘¢ neither a Tory nor a
Lib.,” but stands to do right. Re-
garding the trade question, his con-
tentions'may be summarized as fol-
lows: Ist. He has thought, since
1891, that the time had come when,
according to the policy laid down in
1877-78, sufficient opportunity had
been afforded to*manufacturers to

a return should be had to the prin-
ciple of a revenue tariff. 2ndly.
That he was opposed to any recipro-
cal relations with the U. S. wgie,h
involved discrimination against Gt.
Brit. ; short of that, he is pre-
pared for the freest possible tariff
regulations, not merely in natural
products, but in manufactured ar-
ticles as well. 3rdly. And chiefly,
-he was the advocate, and; we may
say, the political parent, of the
maximum and minimum tariff, giv-
ing Brit. and our sister -colonies
the preference, which, under the
scheme of the preferential clause,
‘has been embodied in law by the
Laurier ‘Admn. (see his resolution,
1893). Touching the futureof Can.,’
he has long sin®e reached the con-
clusion that Can. would find her
truest and best development within
and as a part of the Brit. Empire,
and that Canadians needed no higher
aspiration than appertained to that
‘position. His opinion is that noth-
ing short of a great war, in which

ment, would ~change the political °

‘the Mother Country. . This does
not ignore the gradual extension of

ian political rights until Cana.
dians in all respects stand on an
equality with the Englishman, Irish-
man and Scotchman. - He is Presdt.

-

establish their industries,.and that .

the Empire would suffer dismember-. - -

relations in ‘which Can. stands to .




