
CANADIAN COURIER

Swish to see Canada rise to an important place among the nations
lie ea rtli must assist in this figit against "incompetence, partisan-
Sfavouritism and greed." Civil Service Reform. is flot a cure-ýall,
it 'is absolutely essential to the creation -and maintenance of

liistratÎve efficiency, and the purity of public life.

LIBERAL IMPERIALISM
00 many people in this country believe thaýt the Lîberal Party of

Great BritaÀn are Li.ttle Englanciers. It is not the business of
Canadian jeurnalist, whether liber *al, conservative or independent,

:iefend or attack any party in the Hoirneland. Nevertheless it is
t th'at neither of the British party positions should be misunder-
Id by Canadians generally. This is the reason for the present
Eection."
When the Imperial postage on British periodicals maile 'd to the

)nies "as first attalcked as being too high, the protests were made
1. Canservative government. The change from eight cents to two
ts a pounid was not -introduced until a Liberal government ýcýme

Power in London. Point Number One.
There bas been ýmucli talk of giving the colonies power to nego-
etheir foreign 'treaties direct. It has long been feit that Canada

uld feel more cont-ented within the Empire, if she could negotiate
O0wn arrangements with the UJnited States. Under the Liberal

'ernme'nt of Great Britain, more freedom lias been allowed Canada
bhis respect than ever before. If a reciprocity treaty were to be
ýuSseçl and arranged nýow, it îs iikely tb:at Canada would be allowed
-onduct ail the negotiations, subject only to the assisting an'd
l'ing hand of the British ambassadodr at Washington. Point Num-
Two.
There lias been mucli talk for many years about an Iniperial
Y, in which the colonists would be represented on equal terms.

las fallen, to the lot of a member of the present Asquith Govern-
It to work ont a scheme for a General Staff which meets with the
royal of the Australian and Canadiangoverniments. This staff is
flrst step in an Imperial army which will consist of a number of
iflct nits organised on a system, which will permit co-o0peration
'eriods of "great necessity." This is Point Number Ph-ree.
These should be sufficient to show that the Liberal Party as a

Il~e is flot anti-Timperial. There are some within its ranks who may
It is a mistake,' howtver, ta believe ivhat the Contservative party,

h its attractive pl'aitform of preferential trade, comprises ail the
ýNwho look forward -to "The Greatest Empire that Has Been."

WVhether this progr >amme can be carried ont romains to be seen.

<DEPARTMENT 0F EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

HIE Secretary of State's idep.artment is to be re-created !an'd here-
after the Secretary will have special] charge of external affairs.

ýt51flce Confederation, there bas ýbeen a sort of fiction that thîs was
case. It is ivow to be made a reality. Foreign correspondence
119w b conducted through tliat departmenrt subjeet only to the

'rvision of the Cabinet and -to the nominal supervision of the
lrnor-General. Any department havîng relations with foreign
'ernnients milst conidilot its correspond-ence tlirough this.new de-
t1eft -through the Secretary of state for external affairs. This
[ Pn'eserve unmity and harmony'anýd provide for continuons super-

Whether or not the schemne outlined is the best under the circurn-
ln-e remains to be seen. Nevertlieless it is satisfactory týo note
t an attempt is being made to give Canada tlie marks of a nation

lrthan a colony. The people will not be satisfied uintil Canada
altenecessary mnachinerv for dealing with lier foreign affairs.

las now commnercial agents'resident in other colonies and in Great
ti.She alreaýdy lias thern in France, China and japan, and will
rtYae tltem in other coitintries. In some cases these wili need
bedwred. with consular power uinder soxne Genleral Imnperial
à'l et. Fiirther, Gr-eat Britain is allowing Canada a grýeat share

digtations with foreign governrmn ts, and it is well that ail
corepordeinte ý1xould find a repository in one departrnent.

at ann1mov antother sten in our develormient as la nation withini

summer will have to come before the wealth of the newest silver re-
gion of Canada can be even approximately estimated.

I saw Cobalt in the days wlien doubting Thomas was a factor
there. I have seen some of the veins of Gowganda. The silver in
them is as patent as the silver of Cobalt was and is. Only sliaft-sink-
ing can determine the depth of the new-found riches. For that pur-
pose, macbinery must go iii. and men, and supplies. And, whule in-
dustry will this summer reign wbere the prospector last summer pur-
sued lis lonely searcli ail over the diabase of the Gowganda coun-
try, even across the height of land towards Hudson Bay; the pros-
pector flot yet become miner, will scour the woods and delve tbrough
the overlaying ground in search of dull streaks that will whiten witb
friction into recog-nition.

It is liard to say wherein lies the principal charmn of this northern
territory. Hitherto its silences have only been broken by tlie wind
rustling tlirough myriad trees, and the occasional breaking of twigs by
the warv, ponderous moose. Until, in this very year the axe wa-s
laid to the foot of innumrerable trees to finid a roaýd to silverdomn di-
rect from the south, only the cruiiser, tIe fire ranger and the Indian
lad seen the taîl timbers that stand between Sellwood and Southi
Gowganda.

To drive seventy m~iles through tlie friendly, awesome forest, and
across lakes blest with two feet of saving ice, is an experience more
than wortli while in itself. You can enjoy the solitudes and strengtlis
of the Almiglity, free from anxiety as to the hidden truth of dlaims
beneatli tlie snow, and you can watcli the prospector and the pros-
pective business man coming in, sometimes on 'the stage and some-
times with strenuous dog-teamn and elongated toboggan; and you
wonder what they will le like six months lience. And after you have
driven three or four or five hours, you come to a road-liouse, and its
cluster of log adjiincts, and find time to discover liow a unique record
lias been establislied in Canadian winter inter-communication. Per-
haps you will be lucky enougli to meet one of the Twin Brethren of
the Gowganda Road. One of themn is known to lis friends as Big
Archie. Tbe other's familiar name is jirn. As they are in truth the
Twin Brethren of tic Silver Trail, I think they should be called Gow
and Ganda.

Gow and Ganda have, for many years, been railroad contractors in
the summner, and have ri-n big bush camps in winter; getting ont ties,
piles, and aIl kînds of fibrous transportation material. Gow, other-
wise Cowan, built, tlie road fromn Etoimami to the Pas,-the flrst
stretcli of tlie line to Hudson Bay. This winter lie has six liundred
and flfty men in the bush, north of Mistatim, on the way to Prince
Albert. Ganda-Big Arduie-ias bis hundreds of men and teams
around Kashabowie, on tlie height of land between Lake Superior and
L.ake of the Woods. ,They came to their Ontario homes for the
Cliristmas liolidays, and as a side line, unexpectedly undertook to han-
die the transportation for the new road, which was cnt by Mr. Alex-
ander 'Sinclair, for tie Canadian Northern Ontario R~ailway, under.the
inspiration of the Ontario Government. By tuis time they have two
bundred teams, liauling passengers and freiglit between Sellwood and
Gowganda.

As constructionists they are unique. ýDriving north witli them,
we heard tliat in tlie early lours of that mornirlg fie teamsfers',bunk-
house at Burwash had been burned. When we 'arrived fiere, for lunch,
the debris had been cleared away, and tic new building was four logs

hil.Next nigît it was.completed and occupied.
When we reacled Soufth Gowganda, we found that the flrst teams

fhrough had reached that point fwenty-four hours previously, tliat
where there had been oly dense bush, there was a building, thirty-six
by twenfy-eiglit, with gabled roof -on' floor in, and a stove going. The
cook moved in that niglif, and by the next niglit doors and windows
wýere flnished, tlie former swinging on wooden linges; the wall chinks
were filled in, and lungry men were being served witli a dozen differ-
eut kinds of food . Wlien we came down the frail, two days affer-
wuards, more stables were going up at each of flic stopping places, and
at Phoenix, tic slccping-liouse for the travellers, there were iron lied-
steads, wire mattresses, andfirst-class beds and blankets,-the rnost
luxurious dormitory yct/ constructed in the bush.

We came llying into Sellwood only tliree and a haîf hours ont
frorn Buirwasli, twenty-two miles away, and by flic fime I arn writing
this, tlie relays of hiorses wilbe so well organiscd that if will be pos-
sible ta leave Gowganda onle rnorning and be in Toronfo the next
liaving corne down fie 289 Miles from Scllwood in a train as good as
any on fthe continent.

Gow and Ganda have put up their buildings, and organised the
traffic for a season tiaf must end wlien the ramn of April makes it im-
possible f0 cross the ice. But before thaf time cornes, there wi11 be
quite an abundance of machinery af Gowýganda. I overîcard tie
making of preliminary arrangements for taking in one 2piece, weigli-
ing seven tons. The trail of Gow and Ganda will surely be tie ma-
chinery route. For as Mr. J. B. Tyrreli, who has an unique experi-
ence of travel lu tic north land tells me, it is extremely unlikely that
any road througi so long a streteli of Northern Ontario can lie found
wifh as few hilîs as his. Thc ridges mun nortÉ and soutli, and the
new road keeps close to the water courses, and crosses the heiglit of
land between the Walinapifae and Monfreal Rîvers, at a point where
the elevation is scarcely perceptible.

As to the store of Gowganda silver-that is a story for the mining


