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Special Notice.
SUBSCRIBERS IN ARREARS are respeotfully

requested to remit at their eariest couve-
nience. The LABnsi gives the date of ex-
piration.

CALENDAR FOR BEP TEMBER.

SEPT. 5th-11th Snnday after Trinity.
" 12th-12th Sunday after Trinity.-No-

tice of Ember Dayi.
lth-

" 17th- ExBUS DAs.
" 18th- J
" 19th-13th Sunday after Trinity.-No

tice of St. Matthew.
" 21st-St. Matthew, A.H & M.
" 26th-14th Sunday sfter Trinity.
(Notice of St. Michael and Ai Angels.)

" 29th-St. Michael and All Angels.

PRAYER FOR UITY.

O God, the Father of our Lord Jeans Christ,
our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace, give us
grace seriously to lay to heaurt the great dangers
we are in by our unhappy divisions. Take
away all hatred and prejudice and wbatever
else may hinder us from godly union and con-
cord; that, as there is but one Body and one
Spirit, and one Hope of our calling i one Lord,
one Faith, one Baptism, one Qod and Father of'
us all, so we may henceforth be all of one heart,
and of one sou, united in one holy bond of
truth and peace, of faith and charity, and may
with one mind and one mouth glorify thee,
through Jeaus Christ our lord. Amen.

BEAS ONS FOR FAITH IN CHRIST.

[FRoX TEE CaiRnex RECoan.]
No one else has ever made such demanda of

mon as bas .esus Christ. We are asked to
believe in, love and obey Him, to live and die
by Him, and face Almighty God at last trust-
ing in Hlim alone. These are the mest amaz-
ing requests. Has He any authority for ihak-
ing them? This is the most fundamental of
all questions. And unlesa ho can satisfy us
about His authority He but trifles swith us.

Ho is both able aud willing to satisfy us;
nor can any one please Him more than by
reverently asking the reasons for faith in Him.
And in the answer that He will give to
sno reverent inquiry lies the basis for the
most unfaltering faith. Lot us try to indicate
a lino of argument which makes it altogother
reasonable to love, obey and trust Him above
all others.

On the surface of the Gospels the most
noticeable faot is the miraculous power of

Jouas; but while this can inake ns wonder and,
admire, it does not atone constitutea sufdicient
ground of faith. He iwas Himselfvery unwill
ing' to rest His claims upon Hie mighty works,
frequently refusing to perform them as a proof
that Hismièon was divine. His. wish seems
always to have been this: Believe in Me, in My
teaching, character and manner of life, that-
I am in the Father, and the Father in Me; or
else, if your spiritual sense cannot so detect the
truth that is in Me, then believe in Me for the
very work's sake. Because they know Rim
the disciples believed on Him. Their feeling
was not mere admiration at display of power,
but love, raverence and devotion called out
by Me character and manner -of life. The
more wonderers and admirers have nover b.-
come His disciples.

The only sufficient ground of faith ia found
in yesus Christ Himself. Tested in wbatever
way, He proves Himself divine. The more
His character is examined, the more complote
and exaulted it is found to he. Whatever is
strang and lovoly, all the noble qualities and
capacities of the human soul, are infinitely de-
voloped in Him. He has the bearing of a God
at all times. ready for each occasion and
superior to overy circumstance. No artful Cu-
uing of His enomies, no ekillfully concocted
scheme, or suddon attack, can surprise Him
into any evil set of indiscretion. No impend-
ing danger tempts Hlm to any injurious com-
promise or temporary expedient, but He always
goos calmly and resolutely on in the path of
duty. With hie enemiesgathering malignantly
around Him, He does not strive, nor cry, nor
falter. Subjected to overy evil enfluence, sifted
of Satan as wheat, tortured, and crowned with
thorns, and with malice holding its mocking
court around Him, crucified with thieves, white
bigotry, hatred and scorn rage beneath him,
still we behold that unspeakable pence and
that unfailing strength, superior to circum-
stance, victorious Over hatred, and triumphant
over agony. If He speaks it is but in remem-
brance of others. Thus His character and
action bear examination. Let Time, which
somehow finds out all the weak spots in human
character, and lowers all other reputations,
bring its destructive forces to beuar on Him.
He stands this test well also. He has more
admiring millions to-day than yesterday, ani-
mated with a deeper love ad a profounder
faith. Criticism bonds all its cold energies
upon Him in vain. Voltaire cannot crash
Hlm; Hume's philosophie scepticism assaulting
Him but exaulta Him, and all minor infidels
trying to injure Him, but prove how irreproach-
able is his character and how indestructible
are Hie claims.

There is another satisfactory proof of Christ's
authority in the self-evident truth which He
taught. Hie moral and religious instruction
only needs examination to convince any one of
its absolute perfection. His moral system le so
complote and convincing that it is rapidly b-
coming the ethical standard of the world; it is
so powerful that it le gradually transforming
humnan nature and filling the world with love
and justice. It is proving its fitness to survive.
For it has the saine fitness to rule in the moral
world that tie law of gravity bas in the phy-
sical world; that is, nothing superior to either
can be imagined; nothing that will do its work
better. And this is true of all the essential
teaohings of Jesus; the great soul of the uni-
verse speaks in thom, just as it does in the laws
of nature. It is because of this intrinsic truth
snd beauf>, because of iis superiority to every-
tbing elseof its. kind, that the Gospel ai Christ
bas claims upon us. If it is not this then we
need not believe it. If there ie anything bot-
ter we have a right to find it; but until we do,
the one who can speak and act as He has done
has a right to our lave and faith.

Jesus has ala shown that He has grester
power to purify and ennoble human character
than any one ele. -In large degree ho uaves

His people from thbeir ins. ,o far as any one
follows iim ho becomes pure, peaceful, sympa-
thetic, strong and brave. These weakneses of
spirit and:infirmities af character, for which
there is no human physician, but which impede
our course and dwarf every achievement, He
somehow cures. He has don. this for many
trust-worthy millions. No one has ever found
Hlim to fail. He la a great Master over the
human heart. Cares, anxieties, troubles, and
perplexitios carried unto Hlim, become easy to
boar. In sorrow, disappointment, or pain, He
bide men be of goed cheer. In failure hie voice
is always encouraging; in our highest successes
we can still hear Him euggesting possibilities
far beyond eur present achievçmuent, and but
for Him beyond our thonght. He las per-
manontly entered ito human life, laws, and
customs, into current thougit, philosophy,
poetry, art and music, ifluencing and regen-
eratng, if not yet controlling, all. He has
already proved that no wrong, evil, or injustice
of society can permanently withstand Him.
It ies this actual and practical power and beauty
in Hlim which make ail other religions begin
to disappear When His le proached among themr,
and- renders Him a worthy object of universal
love and worship.

Horeover Jesus has lived the ideal life.
There is something about ]Iim which makes
Him a modal for al] men. If anyone could be
a bonefactor of his race, ho must attain his and
as Jeaus did, through love, labor and self-denial.
Or whoever could be pure, gentle, earnest,
faithfal and strong,. if any one would have a
clear mind, a loyal heurt, and firm purpose, a
beautiful character and a noble life, ho must
learn of Jeaus Christ. In al4these thinga He
proves Himelf the worthiest object of love,
reverence, and imitation. Ia the laset analysis
this is our highest roseason for trusting Hlim.
He stands upon His merits. We simplv point
to His teaching, character and practical power
over human nature.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

TE large attendance of Clerical and Lay
Delogates at the opening service of the Provin-
cial Synod was most gratifying. The service
too was on the whole good; but we cannot re-
frain from expressing unfeigned regret that on
such an occasion as this the unconsciousable mis-
take should have ben made of inging the
Nicene Creed. No matter how beautiful the mu-
sie we personally dislike this use of the creed
at any time; but et a Synod service, when the
Churcb, by its representatives, as a whole is pre-
sent, what more grand, or noble, or impres-
sive act could there be than the outspoken Con-

fession offaith by eaci and every member ? AI-
though the setting was Gounod's, exquisite and
extrenely touching in parts, as every one
knows, and though it was fairly rendered the
effeet was to us painful and eminently unsatis-
factory. We cannot bring oursolves to accent
the services of the choir as a discharge of tie
common duty of the congregation in this par-
ticular.

We sincerely hope that the sermon of the
Lord Bishop of Algoma at the service above re-
ferred to may be carefully read by all our sub-
scribers, and may be passed on to others. 1f
was not only eloquent but what is botter is a
noble outspoken statement of the Church's po-
sition on the great question of the day, the un-
called for and sinful divisions of the Body of
Christ, and of the meanus to be adopted for the
remedying of the evil, viz.: a return to the old
paths and the essential truths.


