its lasso in quite a different manuer,
but it may be equally unfailing,
When exawmined, each lasso cell, or
little suck, is found to contain u long,
slender thread, coiled within it, some-
what hke a lasso, and floating in a
fluid, The cell is filled so full of the
flnid that it bursta with the slighiest
touch, and as the luid squirts out, it
carries with it the slender lasso, armed
with sharp stings. In this way larsoes
are darted out to capture many little
crabs or fish that brush too near in
passing. ‘The sting of the lasso seenis
to puralyze the unfortunate creatures,
and they make no effort to escape as
the tentacles coil round them and carry
them to the mouth of the greedy jelly-
fish. Jelly-fish vary greatly in size.
Some are mere dots, x0 exLremely small
that we should not notice them in the
water, while one species is eaid to be
seven feet in diameter, with tentacles
measuring tifty feet,

The size o{ jelly-fish is greatly .n-
larged by the water they absorb; in-
deed, the substance of whioh they are
composed consists largely of water. A
specimen weighing several pounds when
alive, will shrink away to almost noth.
ing if exposed to the sun and the wind.
As the body ocontains no bones or
other solid matter, it all perishes
together, and no trace is left of its
former beautiful shape. You will see
that jelly-fish are in no way like real
fish. One writer foynd them so much
like a familiar vegetable, that he called
them ‘‘ mushrooms of the sea.”

It would be impossible to describe
to you the varied colours of jelly-Gsh,
as they include almost every hue, the
beautiful tints being probubly due to
their transpurency, Some are purely
white, and as clear as giass; while ali
ahades are to be found, from pale blue
and pink to bright red and yellow,
Those found io tropical seas are of a
deeper colour than ours,

In striking contrast with these bril-
liant jelly-fish is oue species which is

offects all over the oconn, and wherever
the rentless waves Lreak in lines of
light, either upon tropical shores or
ice-bound rocks,

Crabbe, the English poet, hus given
us the desoription ¢f a phosphorescent
sea

* And now your view upon the ocesn turn,

And there the splendour of the waves
diseen

Cast hut a dtone, or strike them with an
uar,

Aud you shall flanes within the deep
explore |

Or scoop the stream pliosphotic as you
atand,

And the cold flames shall flash along your
haml ,

When, lost in wonder, you shall walk and

gaze
On weeds that spaikle, and on waves that
Llaze.”

The Dear Little Heads in the Pew.

Ix the morn of the holy Babbatl,
1 like in the church to see
The dear little children clustered
Worshipping there with e,
I am sure that the gentle pastor,
Wiiose words are like sutnmer dew,
Is cheered as he gazes over
The dear little heads in the pew.

Faces earnest and thoughtful,
Innocent, grave and sweet,
They look in the congregation
Liko lilies amony the wheat ;
And I think that the tender Master,
Whose mercies are ever new,
Has a special benediction
For dear little heads in the pew.

Clear in the hymns resounding
To the orgun's swelling chord,
Mingle the tresh youag voices,
Eager to praise the Lord.
And 1 trust that the rising anthem,
Has a meaning deep and true,
The thought and the music blended,
For the dear little heads in the pew.

When they hear * The Lord is my Shepherd.”
Or * Suffer the babes to come,”
They are glad that the loving Jesus
as given the lambs a home,
A place of their own with his people,
{e cares for me and for you,
But olose in His arras He gathers

80 delicate and transparent, that as it
floats upon the water we can scarcely
soo the substance of which it is com-

Although jelly-fish are so brilliant
in the daytime, they have a different
beauty at night, when they throw out
a golden light, slightly tiuged with
green, resembling the light of a glow-
worm. Vast numbers of amall animals
in the sea have this power of throwing
out light from their bodies. The light
is called phosphorescence, An it may
be seen at any time of the year, illumin-
ating all oceans, it is an unfailing
source of delight to voysgers. It is
most conspicuous on a dark night,
when the water is agitated by the
motion of & boat, or by the breakirg
waves, because the disturbance of the
water exocites the little animals.

A pail of sea-wuter, carried into &
durk room, often affords a good oppor-
tunity for studying this intereating
Ehenomenon. Although we may not

ave detested the presence of any
animals before, as soon as the water is
atirred or jostled we will see the beau-
tiful sparkles of light. The phosphor-
escenos of some animals is of a bluish
tint ; in others it is red, like flame.

A person will rarely tire of watching
a boat aa its prow turos up a furrow
of liquid fire, and each dip of the oar
sends a miniature flash of lightaing
through the otherwise dark water. 1t
fills us with wonder to think of the
oountless millions of little creatures

The dear little heade in the pew.

80 [ love in the great assembly
On tho Sablath morn to see
The dear little children clustered
And worshipping there with :ne ;
¥or I know that my precious Saviour,
Whose mercies are ever new,
Has a special benediction
For the dear little heads in the pew.

—>Margaret E. Sangster.

The Firat Toad of the Season.
BY UNCLE JOHN,

“A ToAD,” says some little boy,
“ What a dirgusting object! I hate a
toad, and often stamp on them when
they come in my way, or crush them
with stones.” I, too, must confess, I
believe, that I sometimes did the same
when a thoughtless, hard-hearted child;
but I bave geeply repented of it since
I came under the kindiy religion of
Jesus. My repentunce, however, could
not restore to existenoe the poor, un-
offending victims of my wanton cruelty.
The next beat thing I can do is to dis-
suade every child from ever doing what
I did.

And that I may properly do for
many good and sufficient reasons,
Toads, although they are nmot pretty,
are perfeotly harmless. They have no
venom or poison about them ; nor do
they destroy anything thas is valuable
to man or beast. Ou the contrary,
they are very useful to farmers and
gardeners, by devouring the grubs and
Hlies which eat the leaves and stalku off

required to produce these marvellous

valuable plants,  T¢ in very interesting
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to watch their oprrations in this ves-
pret, and a little boy might find worse
amuwement than to put food of this
kiud within their reach. He would
find that, though they sesm so slow
aud awkward in their movements,
they can be very nimble whon they
neeii to.

Knowing all this, 18 it any wonder
that I whould fesl no tepugnavee to
a toad, but vather a kiundly feeling
towarda this grave und useful scaverger
of our gardens. This class of animals
(T don’t like to call them reptilen) love
shade and moisture, Kveryone will
have remarked how they cower down
in the gruss, or under the large leaven
of other plants, out of reach of the
fierce rays of a summer's sun; and
how they come hopping out when the
sun runa low and the shadows lengthon
towards evening, or when the sky
becomes cloudy, preparatory to raiu,
in the day-time. They always come
forward to weloome a shower. When
the weather becomes chilly in the fall,
they begin to hide away in the ground,
which they much resemble in colour,
into which they seem to find menns of
settling down, or burrowing, deeper
and deeper during the season of frost
and snow, during which time they
hybernute, as it is called. They seem
to be unconscious of either pleasure or
puin during a period which to us, if
we ure well-to-do, is pleasurable, btut it
we are destitute of food and fuel (that
is to say, poor), is very pminful. But
when the genial spring sun thaws the
ground and attempers the air, they
begin to show themselvea once more.
In this respect their restoration to ac-
tivity becomes a symbol and harbinger
of the resurrection. Thuw it is, if my
parable of the rvescued sparrow was a
fitting Good Friday meditation, my
reflactions upon the toad may not imt
appropriately follow on the heels of
Easter-time,

“The first toad of the season.”
Though the first robin, or wren, or
thrush of spring might be more prac-
tioal und pleasing, ‘ the first toad of
the season ” is not less suggrstive. I
felt this appearance of an old friend to
be s0. 1 had felt the winter to be
very severe and very, very long. I
have several domestic creatures to look
after very early svery morning, the care
for which often drags me reluctantly
from a warm bed, albeit, it gives me a
view of the glorious spectacle of the
rising sun, and, in the summer time,
the exquisite enjoyment of **incense-
breathing morn.” But in the winter
time the mornings are very cold and
sharp; and this last winter has been
80 severe and so long, that four or five
weeks ago I began to sigh for spring.
And when the first of March came, and
then April, at every out-sally in the
morning I looked about anxiously for
some indicutions of spring. These
bave begun nomewhat charily to show
themselves for some days past But
nothing has given me 8o much }leasure
as I found on going to the back door
this morning of the fifteenth of April
(» data at which onoe or twice in my
life, if I reoollect rightly, I maw the
wild plum-trees in blossom), I found
upon the platform a good sizable toad,
not so warty as some, of & livelier hue
than usual, and with eyes like brilliants,
—= redeeming feature this in nearly
all touds, The presence of his toad-
ship gave me a pleasurable feeling,
akin to that of meeting an old fiiend.

I felt like uyini, ‘“ Hail, harbinger of
epring!”  For I thought, if u creatute

10 senritive to frosty aie enn tary

you to give; you cannot atford this’

and instead of the few ooppers sl
gencrally received he had given lef
throe pennies und a silver sixpence, an
84id she, “The silver and the gold ¥
the Loid's, und the coppers will do fof
poor Maggie.
God's poor teach us!
world, rich in fuith, und heirs of b

kingdom !”

of heaven ngiinst him who, desires ¥
enter it.—Fenelon.

in the fresh morning atmosphere, wary,
wenther must now he upon us,
vien, and welcoms, thou huwbie ¢,
tuiner of the Flowery Goddess ! oy
ane bo ouwr companion  through .
wuccesnive stagen of another period
secding, growth, wmaturity, and ),
vent |

The toad is said to porsess conside
whla iutetligonce and great attachmen
to human persons. 1 have heard o
neveral littlo boyn who mpde pets of ,
toad, very much to the reciproal
attachmeut and pleasure of each.

AWl my young friends have heard if
the Duke of Wellington—first a gie
general, and then u great statesman
Well, he was not above ministering 1
the wants of a toad. In one of hi
walks abroad, he found a little Wy
erying in the fields, and kindly aske
him the cause, The child, it seem,
had a pet toad, which he always cam
at a cortain time of day to feed; hu
now he hwd to leave home for a con
siderable time, and he was weeping u
the prospect, for he was uunable t
make any arrangement for toadw!
heing fed during his absence, and I
was afraid he might starve, or, perhay,
wunder away in search of food, and he
would see him no more. The gren
man kindly comforted the child by
pledging himeelf to see that hin tos
was fed till his return; & promise b
is said to have fuithfully kept. Al
good men keep their promises.

If some of my little readers wers &
take each a toad under his care, and
watch his habits in the garden fran
year to year (und they are very long
lived), he might observe some thing
very curious to record. At least, |
bope that all children wiil learn to b
cousiderate of all God'’s inferior cter
tures, all of which are endowed wii
a certain degree of mind, and with:
cupability for pleasure and pain. N
more at this time about toads or anr
thing else.

Maggie's Sixpence.

A MI8810NARY told us the other das:
very affecting little incident. He hal
been preaching a mission sermon 1w
Scotluad, and telling of the conditiot
of the poor women of [ndia, and h
obsorved that many of his audienc
seemed quite affected by his account
A fow days afcerwards the pustor
of the church wherv he had preachel
met on the atreet one of his parishion
ers, a poor old woman, half blind, who
earned & precarious livelihood by going
on errands, or any other little work of
that kind that came in her way. She
went up to him, and with & brigh
smile puv a sixpence into his hanl
telling him ihat wan to go for tht
mission work in ludia, Her ministen
knowing how very oo~ she was, s
“ No, no, M (ggie ; thia iy to~ much for

She told him that she had just beeu &
an errund for # very kind gentlemun,

How many lessons &
« Poor in thu

No obatacle oanvolou the kingdo®




