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that Christ stooped from heaven to carth, *made himself of no re-
putation,” and therefore argues the apostle man should be lowly, abased,
and humble: he gave bimself an offering for sin, “laid down kis life™
to purge away sins, and thercfore man is called upen to be pure,
unpolinted, and spiritunl: he ascended on high, is Head over all, and
has a name above every name, and therefore itis reasonable, just, and
righteous for man to ho subjeet to his authority and princely rule.

‘Phe apostie sums up his simple sermon in this argumerntative form-
—Christ humbled himself for all, therefore all should be humble: hedied
-and revived for all, therefore all must have been dead, and all are alive
agiin who acknowledged him: he reigns and intercedes for all,
therefore all should yield to his seeptre amnd -obey ‘him. There iy
qnow, says Paul, speaking after the wmanner of christianity, no
Jew, Samaritan, or Gentile—no polite Greek or rude Darbarian—no
European, American, or African; for they are all alike to be made
humble like a little child throngh Cliist; they are all alike to'be
purified from their sins by the great sacrifice of Clirist ; und they are
all alike to be inducted by obedience into Christ’s.own kingdom.

Paul's hearers—the liberal and evangelical denoniinations of Sy-
racuse—begin to be uneasy, some of them at least, and interrupt the
apostle by informing him that they ave alrcady -Clristinns. The
apostleis evidently pleased to find in the ity so many brethren in
-Chirist, and giving his hand to the nearest by-stander—(for the place’
is crowded and they all stand)—salutes him as a brother in the name
-of the Lord. Anether in the assembly making his way to the apostle,
raises his voice and says, ' No, no, there is no union with the person
you have saluted and welcomed——he speaks againat -our creed and
<church.”” ¢ What " exclaiws the apostle, ‘ have you two churches in
this city ; how many Saviours have you; or is Christ divided 7" Paul
is specdily undeceived. He learns upon juquiry that there are some
thirteen large edificcs that are caﬂgd churches, and more than that
number of denominations calling themselves Christians, in the city of
Syracuse ; and he further ascertains that one says *I am of the Roman
-creed,’ and another ‘I am of the Episcopalian creed; and a third ¢
am of the Presbyterian creed,’ and a fourth ‘I am of the Lutherian
«creed,’ and still another ¢ I am of the Baptist creed,’ and yet avother
‘I am of the Independent creed,’ and a very precise spoken, sincere
individual says ¢ am of the Bible Christian ¢reed,’ and another adds
L am of the I’rotest.mt New Connexion American Wesleyan Methodist
areed.’ -



