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to time, Canadians reveal themselves, at the political level, as remarkably pa­
tronizing toward Newfoundlanders although it must be admitted that this seems 
to have been more characteristic of officials than of politicians.

At the more technical level, it should be noted that, as in Volume 1, there is no 
list of documents. The Index, the Table of Contents and the Chronology of 
principal events should enable readers to find documents on issues which are of 
particular interest to them. The source of each document is indicated by a symbol 
printed at the upper right-hand corner followed by the file or volume number. 
The symbols are explained in the Location of Documents list. Documents with 
only a file number in the right-hand corner are from the Department of External 
Affairs files. Similarly, captions of documents to and from officials and divisions 
of the Department of External Affairs omit the name of the department to avoid 
repetition. The only other short form used in captions is Dominions Secretary 
instead of Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs of Great Britain. In addition 
to the usual List of Persons, a list of captions has been included to enable readers 
to identify incumbents of important positions and the members of committees 
and delegations when the text or the footnotes do not provide this information.

The spelling in the documents has not been standardized but obvious errors 
have been corrected or noted. A dagger () after a reference to a document 
indicates that it has not been printed. Material within square brackets has been 
added by the editor unless otherwise noted. Captions clearly indicate if only 
extracts of a document are being printed and omissions are indicated by suspen­
sion points ( . . . ) within square brackets in the text and without square brackets 
between paragraphs. Extracts from the Debates of the House of Commons and 
documents printed in the booklet Report and Documents Relating to the Negoti­
ations for the Union of Newfoundland with Canada which was tabled in the 
House are reproduced in both English and French. The translations reproduced 
in this volume are those which were prepared at that time.

It is the editor’s hope that A. E. Ritchie, who conceived this book when Under­
secretary of State for External Affairs, will find it to his liking.

The editor wishes to acknowledge his great indebtedness to the late R. A. 
MacKay, his mentor during the conduct of Newfoundland business thirty-five 
years ago, who acted as consultant throughout the preparation of the volume and 
to Michel Normandin, his indefatigable research assistant during the assembly 
and selection of the documents. The editor is also greatly indebted to the Histori­
cal Division of the Department of External Affairs, to Dr. A. E. Blanchette and 
his successors as Director, A. F. Hart and H. H. Carter, to Dr. D. M. Page, the 
Deputy Director, to Michel Rossignol, who carried the main burden during the 
production stage and prepared the various lists and the index, to G. W. Hilborn, 
and to the other members of the staff. The editor also acknowledges his indebted­
ness to Eldon Frost and others in the Manuscript Division of Public Archives 
Canada, to J. W. O’Brien and others in the Public Records Division as well as to 
the officials of the reprography section, to Miss M. Forcier of the Privy Council 
Office, to David Davis and others of the Provincial Archives of Newfoundland 
and Labrador, to Norman Evans and others in the Public Record Office, London, 
and to Bernard Cheeseman, O.B.E., former Head of the Library and Records
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