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philosophy, might notwithstanding he destitute «f the yery firet element
which constitutes the gualification of a good teacher. Somepeople emile

«d at the idea of calling common school teaching a profession, bat skill

in imparting instruetion, was just as necessary s Way, in some respects,

mure €0, in teaching the alphabet, ag ir. imparting & knowledge of chem=
istry, geology, and mathematies. 1f a teacher knowsnot how to teach &
child kis lettes—or if his mode of management ingpires terror and diss
trust, rathor than love aud coufidence, he is just as useléss in the school
room, a8 he would be in the profeasor'a chair. If he ean awaken no
enthusiaém in the minde of his pupils, very little progress will be made,
and-all men bave not this gift, or if they had they known not how to use
it, The teaching faculty is something quite distinct from a mere know-
ledge of the subject to be taught—it is a powner to be cultivated, in ad-
dition to the due acquisition of knowledge; & man may have made great
attainments in mathematics, and be unable to teach a child intelligently
the multiplication table. He may be versed in classic lore. and bave a
knowledge of Hebrew and Sanserit,and yet not be able properly to teach
(the English alphabet.

How is this art to be acquired? Some can never acquire it, and many,
who sttempt it should wisely turn their energies in & different direction,
»8 nothing but failure and disappointment, and it may be diegust await
them here . A few pick up the art—possessing a nataral aptitude for it.
Some of the'best teachers, the world ever saw, bave struggled tbrough
many blundese, and with great difficulties, and have overcome them, thie
is the bistory of not a fa w of our best teachers—all honor to them, men
who enjoyed few sdvantages, never entered a Normal schodl, or even met

in a teachers Corvention. Few, however. are likely to attain eminence
in g similar way, the majority in such cases making most !umentahle
fuilure—hence the necessity of special instruction and training for the
work, and such assoeiations ag the one addressed. are admirabl adapted
for this purpose, where the best method ay be exemplified and discuss-
ed, and the experience of each becowmes the gommon poseesion ofall. Af~
ter additionai statements 88 to the advantages und influences of Con-
ventiong, local or general, and training institutions generally, he said.—
fhe teacher shonld be in every respect & model man—nperfect as nearly
aa poseible or attainable—inasmuch, ns he is likely to photograph his
likeness on many of the yonng minds under his tuition. His appearance
uttitude, gait and manoer, {he whole style of the man tgachas' and im-
presses itself upon the scholars. His language. accent, thought. and sen-
timent, are communicated. therefore, teachers should be refined in man-
ners. pure in sentiment, cortect in inorals and sincere in. religion, as well
proficient in Jearning, and skilled in their profession. Our. cOMMOR
schools should be filled with the choicest speeimens of our race. 1f need
be, iet there be homes for the infim, or the embecile, or the inefficient,
or the ueedy,but convert not the common gehools of our country inte a
hospital, Let the Dbest men be selected for teachers, men of good gifts,
of & generous dieposition, and of large loving hearts, men characterized
by unselfish, and ibtelligent patriotism, and by unassuming and earnest
picty—wimated by & clear app! ehenrion of the grandeur and nobility of
of their work, snd actuated by genuine love for it, and who feel the
. golemn responsiblity of their gition. asdealing with .Inmoml powers,
swhich will carry Yo their'destiny thie mpress they reeeive ; and as baild~
ing up the character of the future rulers of the world, and servunts of the
church, The teacher who enters on hie work, in this spirit, and prose.
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