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'VENIOT STRENUOUSLY DEFE

PREMIER SAYS
HE 15 FIGHTING
MONEYED GROUP

Will Carry Grand Falls Pro-
- ject to Triumph, He
Y

MANY CLASHES
BETWEEN LEADERS

Brings Budget Dcbate to End
—Dickson Talks on Pro-
hibition and Hydro.

..."“)‘» - “\

; By D. LEO DOLAN
Special Correspondent of The Times-Star

FREDERICTON, :April 16.—Deliv-
ered with characteristic animation and
force, Premier Veniot in the budget de-
bate today made an elaborate and ex-
haystive defence of the Government,
assailed in the strongest possible lan-
guage the tactics!of the CI)J)position in
practically all of .their ‘criticism and, in
a manner that bordered on the sensa-
tional, charged that monied interests
of this couﬁtry were using all their
strength and power in an effort to frus-
trate the proposed Government owner-
ship and operation of the Grand Falis
hydro development.
{ The Premier drove home his points
with all that energy and vigor which
s0 often magpk his public utterances.
He was in a fighting mood, and his
speech tonight was ‘virtually the open-
ing gun of the election campaign that
will be fought in this province this
Year.

NUMEROUS CLASHES

'He clashed gn numerous 'occasipns
with various members: of the Opposi-
tion and these ‘verbal tilts enlivened
the proceedings of the House, both
in tl‘;é sfternoon and evening. Tonight
the” Premier spoke .to crgwded . gal-
leries, the seating accommodation ' of
the chamber being taxed to capacity.
On one or two occasions the inter-
changes during the discussion brought
some applause from the hundreds of
‘spectators who jammed their. way. into
the galleries.

In the afternoon Premier Veniot re-
iterated " his charge that the Opposi-
tion workers had raised the religious
cry in the hope of defeating Attorney
General Rand, during the Gloycester
by-election campaign. He made/a vici-
ous attack on H. Bouley, a prominent
Opposition supporter, and also paid his
respects to A. J. Doucet, M.P. fqr
Kent.

SUBMITS EVIDENCE

The Premier submitted documentary
evidence to support his allegation
against the Opposition, whom he charg-
ed had endeavored to rouse the demon
of prejudice and bring about a breach
between the two great races in New
Brunswick. In this connection he made
an eloquent and forceful plea for unity
of our people, a plea that brought
applause from both sides of the House.

The Premier was more specific in his
charge that the “monied interests” were
fighting government ownership in this
province. He declared in emphatic
terms that an agent of these interests
had visited him in Bathurst during the
Gloucester by-election and endeavored
to obtain the right to develop Grand
Faalls under private ownership.

IN MAINE AND QUEBEC

The Premier refused point blank to
consider such a proposal and this
agent of the big interests then in~
formed him of the fight which would
be waged against the Government’s
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‘Lone Wolf’ To
Jail For Life

OSTON, April 37.—J. E. Walter,
of Richmond, Va, who as-
sumed the title of “Lone Wolf,”
and for weeks terrorized the Back
Bay apartment house section by
raids on suites occupied by
women, was sentenced to life im-
priscnment late - yesterday by
Judge Bishop, in Suffolk Superior
Court,

project in the Maine and Quebec Legis-
lature. That fight, said the Premier,
had been carried on and had been

.| supported by the Conservative opposi-

tion' in Quebec. He charged further
that the vicious attack made on the
Government’s bill, when being con-
sidered in Quebec House, was inspired
by opponents of the Government in
this province and he declared further
that these ‘interests had apparently
succeeded in making some progress in
their efforts to have Maine oppose
the project, even though they had fail-
ed to do so in Quebec.

OTHER OFFERS

The Premier said that inducements
had been held out for the Govern-
meént to grant the right of develop-
ment at Grand Falls to private com-
panies and referred to a meeting of
capitalists held in New York in 1923
for the purpose of considering pooling
their resources and proceeding with
that development. The | Premier, al-
though invited to this 'meeting, re-
fused to go because he.felt the . in-
terests of the province would ° be
better served by Government de-
velopment. British capitalists had
also expressed a desire to go to Grand
Falls, said Hon. Mr, Veniot.

It was while discussing the proposed
Grand Falls development and the fight
which he alleges is being waged against
the project with such bitterness by the
big interests that Premier Veniot made

his sensational disclosures. He charg-|

ed that an envey in the person of &
man once congected with Masquash
development, but now no longer in that
position, came to Fredericton carrying
credentials of certain monied interests
and requested an. interview with the
Premier. During the course of that
interview the .agent of .the interests
asked that these monied interests be
given the opportunity to take over the
Musqiash development and proceed
with the Grand Falls project.

TURNED DOWN.

“I'had a living witness seated in the
next room during this conference,” said
the Premier, “because I was suspicious
that some flim flam game was being
attempted. The proposal, of this agent
was turned down, of course.”

During his discussion of the visit of
another agent of certain big interests
to Bathurst during the Gioucester elec-
tion campaign, Premier Veniot and Mr.
Richards had another tilt. The leader
of the Opposition resented the Intima-
tion of the Premier that this agent re-
mdined in Gloucester to help the Op-

position campaign after the Premier|

had refused to grant the request that
Grand Falls be turned over to private
enterprise for development. The Pre-
mier said the a|
the interests of the Government candi-
date and had even threatened that re-
fusal on the part of the Premier to
accede to the reqiiest made on behalf
of the monied interests would bring
abo#¢ a fight in the Quebec and Maine
Legislatures.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.

“I told this agent that, had e made
that proposal to me in my own' home,
I would have ‘ordered him out,” re-
marked the Premier. “He had sent for
me to go to his room (n the hotel and
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nt was not there in|

I left as soon as I became cognizant
of reason for his visit to Bathurst.”
. Premier Veniot tonight made a most
Important announcement with ‘respect
to the Grand Falls legislation which is
to be brought down in the House next
week. j

Reiterating his previous statement
?hat every possible available data and
information would be given to the
House when this legislation is consid-
ered, the Premier made, the further de-
claration that H. G. Atres, consulting
engineer of the New Brunswick Power
Commission, would be here next week
and his complete report on the char-
acter of the constriiction, the estimated
cost of land damages and the cost of
the initial development would be ready
for the members.

WILL ANSWER QUESTIONS.

Further, the Premier asserted that S.
R. Weston, chief engineer of the New
Brunswick Power Commiission, would
also be in Fredericton and would go
before the members of the House at an
informal meeting during . which any
questions relevant to the ‘Grand Falls
project would be answered in detail.

“Grand Falls will be developed and
the work started just as soon as these
complications are settled,” declared
Premiér Veniot. “I am not going to
force this legislation through in the
dying hours of the session but am pre-
pared to keep this House sitting as
long as honorable members. wish in
order that every detail in connection
with the project may be thoroughly
discussed. And the Grand Falls devel-
opment will be carried on in such a
way that I am sure the people of /élhis
province will be perfectly satisfied Avith
the development planned.

BACK TO THE WALL.,

“My back has been to the wall fight-
ing the big interests which for tie last
two  years have been opposing the
Grand Falls development. All sorts of
offers and threats have been made, but
this project will be cartied through to
a successful conclusion.”

Daring the course of his defence of
the policies of the Government Pre-
mier Veniot issued a defy to the Oppo-
sition to show where there had been
any scandal in the ‘time the Foster
and Veniot Governments had control
of the affairs of the province,

“If ‘they can point to any one trans-
pction,. great: or small, in which there
is the least reasonable ground for
suspicion, let them .make their charges
in this House,” said the Premier, “and
before this session is over T will wil-
lingly have appointed a judge of the
Supreme Court, who may_be named
by the leader of the Opposition to act
as a commissioner to investigate the
charge.”

ANOTHER CLASH. L

The Premier @urmg one verbal tiit
with Mr. Richards causea quite a
furore. It occurred during the Pre-
mier’s discussion of the Gloucester by-
election campaign and Hon. Mr, Ve-
niot, in a heated retort to the leader
of the Opposition counselled him to
“keep your tongue between your
teeth.” .

“I want that remark withdrawn,”
came back Mr. Richards.

“I will not withdraw ‘#,” was the
Premier’s reply. '

Continued on page 15,
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ian Premier Expresses
in His Book

TELLS OF HIS LIFE
_IN THE TRENCHES

See a United Nation as Re-
sult of the Efforts of
" Soldiers.

By ALICE ROHE
(Writen for the United Press.).

NEW YORK, April- 17.—Italian
history has centered so completely
around the personality of one man for
the last three years that any thing he
writes is of unusual interest. For this
reason “My War Diary, 1915-17,” by
Benito Mussolini, is far more than the
mere record of daily happenings in the
trenches. .

At no time since the founder of Fas-
cism saved his country from disrup-
tion has the Italian Premier, as an in-
dividual human being, been so vividly
before the public as now. This is be-
cause of ‘the grave rumors whieh his
illness has started among the'ranks of
the opposition,

Diary Tells.

What sort of a man is this Mug-'
solini? The answer may be found be=
tweslt the lines of this newly publish:,
ed “diary from the presses or Small
Maynard & Co. For. those who still§
wonder . about the  political reign’

Fascism and the making of a Fascist.

fighting beside . him in the trenches

Budget Debate
Brought to End

FREDERICTON, April 17, —

The budget debate in the
New Brunswick Legislature, which
has been in progress for 10 days,
came to a close last night, after
which the motion to go into supply
was passed without division.

premier, the book reveals many things.
The change from revolutionary Social-
ist to super-nationalist, completed by
the alchemy of war’s crucible, is found
in the pages of this book. Here in
those arduous days of mountain war-
fare we see reflected the sentiments
of the man who I am sure, time will
prove to be the greatest patriot of our
age. KEvery little happening, big or
little, in the trenches is interpreted by
Mussolini only in its relation to the
upholding of Italian unity. The sight
of his former proletariat comrades
gives him great comfort. The sound
of soldiers, no longer saying, they are
going back to their home town' but
that they are going back to Italy,
thrills him . with his goal of a united
nation.
Much Tenderness.

What will most surprise the reader
who may have a preconceived idea of
Italy’s premier a fiery, rolling-eyed
dictator, is the’ tenderness, the super-
sensitiveness, the great courage, with
an _ overpowering responsiveness - to
‘beauty which is the real Mussolini.

" He speaks of the finesse of the Ital-
ian-American soldiers—among the best
at the front. He asks one of them
why he calls himself a Republican and

is amazed at the reply: “Because I
'Ifve 'in New York? .The' description

of a war-time Christmas with its con-
trasting memotles of his childhood in
Romagna tells in a few hundred words
an illuminating story of his ‘philosophy.

Aside from the almost unconscious
self-revelation of character and the de-

-velopment of a supernationalist pre-

mier--the diaxy is not extraordinary in
its- 8pectacular features:  But whateger
may be one’s estimate of Fgecism’ and
its founder, there is no ‘quéstion about

Supposed Fortune of lel;mzs
Fades Into Debt For Recluse

NEW YORK, April 17.—A fortune
which its owner, the late Calvin Amory
Stevens, recluse, believed to run into
miilions of dollars, faded to a minus

quantity when the estate was appraised
in Surrogate’s Court. Stevens believed
mining properties he:held in Nova Sco-
tia, New ‘Mexico and Virginia were
worth about $5,000,000, and to hide his
supposed  wealth lived for years in
poorly furnished quarters in a Man-
hattan office building. The appraisal
today valued: these properties at $76,500

and, the whole estate at $113,821, but
agalinst it were claims of $129,266, leav-
ing an indebtedness of $15,446.
Sidney V. Lowell, attorney for the
estate, described the Nova Scotia prop-
erties as “not worth a dollar.” Exam-

ination by experts had led to the be-|

lief that gold existed there but at too
great depths to permit mining at a
profit.  Stevens’” widow, Lowell said,
still cherishes the hope that these
mines may be worked and that her
husband’s mythical fortune may yet
become hers in reality.
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Police Probe Wrecks

Following closely the diléater to the Plril-Cordenux express, came

the wreck of the Paris-Vienna express, shown above. Police are Invest-

Igating.
Ing the derailed coaches out of the

Sections of the track had been torn up. Cranes are shown lift-
ditch,

the influence of both on post-war his-
tory.
into the heart and soul of the man who

‘has aroused such unbridled enthusiasm
and such vituperative and vindictive
opposition is well worth while.

For that reasor every glimpse
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KYTE. SUPPORTS
TARIFF BOARD:
THKS OF COL

Gives Commons Modernized
Venion\,of Fable “Bell-
ing The Cat”

Srm———————

DEFENDS COAL DUTY
CHANGES AS N. S. AID

Attack on Conservatives is
Launched by Veteran
Maritime M. P.

Special to The Times-Star.

OTTAWA, April 17.—A modern
political version of the household fable,
“Belling the Cat”; a telling attack on
the so-called: consistency of the Con-
servative party in regard to the tariff;
and a reply to/Hon. Dr. R. J. Manipn,
Conservative, . Fort William, for the
latter’s attack on the expenditure of
$4,200 on the parliamentary party of
three which went to the Empire Ex-
hibition at Wembley, England, last
summer — these marked a notable
speech in the House tonight by Geo.
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