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CHILDREN IN FIGHTING ZONE |
MOST TRAGIC WAR VICTIMS

Pitiful Picture of Little Ones Who Never Learned to Play—|

Boche Uses Poison Gas

1

That Smelis Like Flowers

Of all the horrors of this war there
,eems to be nothing more pitiful than
he fate of the little children in the
.ghting zone on the West front. We
hat live much as ever, save for financial
»inching and a yearning for the welfare
f loved ones “over there,” cannot real-
ze what war means to the children. Our
wys go to farms, maybe, but they are
vell fed and in full liberty, and our play-
-rounds go on as usual, while from the
sall fields come shouts as the fans’ fav-
yrites score a run. :

How different in the war zone under
‘he rain of shells and the ghastly per-
secution, and worse, of the German mil-
itary machine! .

Nothing More Pitiful.

““Can you imagine anything more piti-
ful than:the lives of children who have
never kihown anything but- war?” said
Dr. Estiier Lovejoy, of Portland, Ore,
to The New York Sun-on her return
from France. “Is there anywhere on
God’s green earth a more drecdful trag-
edy than the tragedy of a blighted child-
tood? The most wonderful thing to me

in America is to see little children run- .

ning ajgeut, happy and unafraid.
“I hdfve spent six months. in the near-

est appwoach to hell that exists, I be-
lieve, in or out of the teachings of the |

theologians—the hell where babies are
worn to hear the sound of bursting
shells as their introduction to this world
ef - ours, -where little ones learn their
mother tongue only furtively and in
whispers, where children must learn to
wear theirlittle gas .masks as soon as
they learn to walk, where suspicion and

fear rule and love and confidence are

ot.

“What do we in America know about
war? We cannot begin to sense what
it means o long as our children play. 1
know what war is, for I have just come
back from the land where children have
never learned to play.”

Repatriating the Helpless.

Dr. Lovejoy had been working for the
American Red Cross, at Evainles-Bains,
. gateway through which Germany
yours back into France the old, infirm,
naimed, halt and blind—all who ‘are of

o military value—and the little chil-
{ren. Not all the little children either,
‘or the heartless Huns hold back women
vith one child only, for she has labor
-alue in the energy she has above that
recessary to care for one child. Then
hére are the children of French mothers
uid German fathers. There is no estim-

ating how many such there are, and they |
In the portion of |
France occupied by Gértiany there were, !
before the war, 6,000,000 people, and it:

do. not come back.
is said that only 350,000 of these found
their way back to France,

teen #ind girls under sixteen are sent

back, but the older ones are kept. If the

boys do not die of starvation they be-

come slaves, but they do not become !

Germans, says Df. Lovejoy. “The girls
are lost to France forever. . Men may be
defeated, but they are not conquered.
Women, through the strongest of all hu-

nan emotions and attributes, the mother

nstinect, can be conquered, and the Ger-

nans know this. So they keep the girls
wer sixteen with the mothers of but one
hild for their ‘military value as mothers
f the next German army.

“The rest of the children come back
hrough Evian; thirteen thousand and

qore of them came through while I was |

sere. Once there was a whole orphan
sylum, carloads of children,  sent
hrough alone.

“Usually they come with their moth-
rs, a woman and two or three children;
ometimes with their old grandparents.
Chere are hundreds and hundreds who
are simply brought along with people
who are not akin to them, their own par-
ents having been lost—killed or vanish-
ed—early in the war.

«Northern France, inside the German
lines, must contain thousands of these
homeless, wandering little children of
no military nor labor value to the Ger-
man invaders, having no one who feels
responsible for them or to whom they
can go, and so being allowed to roam
about like little tramps except for an
occasional roundup, when a batch of
them Lis shipped back into. France
through Evian,

“Thaf is an awful thing. If war had
no worse horrors than the thousands of
homeless, vagrant children who have no
place to go except where there is war,
no outlook on life except that it is a
game of kill or be killed, it would be
bad enough. But to my mind even
worse is the plight of the children who
have been born to war, who never know
what peace is like,

“We piece together the picture of the
life of these little ones inside the Ger-
man lines from the stories they tell,
they and their elders, but more from the
look in their faces when they find them-
selves in a world where the sound of
guns is a long way off, and where, won-
der of wonders, people actually speak
French aloud without first looking
around to see if the boches are listening.
Never Learned to Play.

“These children do not play,” says Dr.
Tovejoy; ‘they do not know how to
play. That is the sickening first evid-
ence we get at Evian of thelr stunted,
dwarfed blasted little lives.

“There has been no chance to play
over where they came from; play was
dangerous; it might ennoy the boche.
Besides, children play instinctively only
when they are happy, and these chil-
dren, born in sorrow and unhappiness,
have never been happy in their lives,
Think of it, that there are thousands
aiy! tens of thousands of little children
ira France, sunny, smiling France, who
hhve never been happy, who do not
know what happiness means !

“Tt is not only mentally that these
children show the effects of their en-
vironment from birth. All have suf-
fered a war blight; they are undersized,
ill nourished and subject to all sorts of
diseases.”

Naturally Hate the Kaiser,

Even the older children have almost
forgotten how to play. They seem so
shy and awkward when they recover
their freedom, but they soon recover
their spirits and savety. To watch the

chiefly
through Switzerland. Boys under four- |

little ones, however, is heartbreaking. |
They are filled with fear lest the boche |
will seize them for speaking in French
aloud. They have all been taught .
French, these tiniest ones. They even |
have little French songs that they have!
learned to sing under their breath. One |
—a real children’s song that all the.
children seem to know and that can |
only have been taught by passing from |
mouth to ear among the children them- |
selves, has for its refrain: ‘The Kaiser
won’t be happy till his head’s cut off.’ |

“Many families living even several !
kilometres back of the French lines have
had to be broken up and the youngest |
children sent farther away. It is so hard
. for a two-years-old to remember to keep |
! his little gas mask on, especially in the
hot, suffocating summer! And now that
the fiends! are perfuming their gas so it
bears the .odgrs of spring wild flowers,
how are the: little ones to know that
they need the masks? I have never
heard or read of anything more beastly
than that, but it is what the boche is
doing.”

'

WHY BRITAIN RULES THE WAVES

|
{Toronto Globe.) i

The body.of a brave boy, washed up
on the crags of the lonely Scottish coast,
has caused a profound manifestation of
the deep sentiment of the grim and |
grief-worn British people. The lad was.}
Fred S. Clements—a young sailor of
humble parentage. He was scarce twenty
years of age, but had crowded into the |
last three years of his heroic young life!
a record of adventure and achievement
almost without parallel in history. Thou- |
sands - of people witnessed the funeral—a |
full naval one-—attended by bluejackets,
buglers, soldiers, firemen, girl guides and |
the scholars of his old schoel, Southbury7
i Road, Enfield. A subscription tomb- !
| stone is being‘erected to mark his rest-
ling place in the little eemetery of En-
field highway. ' - ¢ ; |
The war story of Fred Clements is a
thrilling one. Five times the ships upon
which he served were torpedoed by Hun|
submarines, and five times the lad nar-!
rowly escaped death. On one occasion, '
while floating on a piece of wreckage, he
succeeded unaided in saving the life of a
fellow-sailor. He also served on several
coast vessels, and shortly after von Tir-|
pitz started his regime of ruthlessness |
the boy received a personal letter of con-,
gratulation from Lord Jellicoe for being |
the first volunteer to sink a German sub-
marine from an open boat.
later Clements and five other young Brit- I
ish sailors were captured on a raft by a
Rputon U-boat and were taken to Zee-!
brugge, where they ‘were: condemned ta?
be shot. Clements, with two of his com=|
rades, effected a. sensational escape at,
night, made his Wwdy to Dunkirk and suc-'
ceeded in returning to England. After!
seven days’ leave he returned to duty|
and volunteered for special service. It
| was while so engaged that he met death |
| by drowning, being reported as missing
' #ill his hody was washed ashore on.the,
| northern coast of Scotland. Clements
took an active part in the naval battle'
of Jutland, and a reward of $2,600 was
: placed on his head by the German gov-|
| ernment. ; : o
In the spirit and the service of this|
brave British boy—shared by his sailor
comrades—is found - the 'glory” and” the
grandeur of Britannia’s ‘elaint to rule the!
waves. The scions of Drake and Nelson |
are worthy of the great traditions be-|
queathed them. When this war is won
and its stirring story is written, the sil-
ence of the seas will be broken, and many
a new hero will be immortalized in its
history. {

i
HITS BABY BUGGY TRADE.

Makers Unable to Get Steel for Non-
essential: Industry.

|
\

Atlantic City, N, J, May 26—The.
baby carriage industry may be halted
by the war, it was reported before the:
National Vehicle Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation, in war council here. Delegates
say that inability to get material, espec-“
ially steel, threatens to force the sus-!
pension of plants. Thirty prominent !
manufacturers were here to consider a|
war programme of co-operation with the |
Commercial Economy Board at Washing-
ton.

The convention protested against the
failure of the government to class their
product among essentials, and a com-

recognition.’ ; 1
'Yief that the in¢rease in fire losses” was
| due to war conditions, which had called |
| for the speeding up of industries, the
| hasty construction of new factories, con-
‘ gestion at plants, and overtime.
| ” The underwriters renewed their pledge
| of national service ‘t'o conserve the na-
tion’s resources, and to safeguard its
productive facilities from interruption by
! fire, in the hope of aiding and hastening
| victory over the common foe.”
The election of officers resulted as
i follows: President, Frederick C. Bus-
| well, Home Insurance Company; vice-
president, Charles L. Case, London As-
surance Company; treasurer, Charles J.
Holman, Commercial Union Company,
i and secretary, Geo. G. Bulkley, Spring-
field Fire & Marine Company; executive
]t-ummittee, C. G. Smith, Henry E. Rees,
| P. L. Hoadley, Frank Lock, Liyman Can-
| dee, R. D. Harvey, J. B. Levison, W. R.1
| Hodge, A. D. Baker and Edward Meinel.
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INVENTED THE BIG GUNS.

Vo

A3

Professor Ransenberger, German ord-
inance expert, who is reported to be the
inventor of the 76 mile gun which has
been bombarding Paris from St. Go-
bain Forest.

.
. |
Some time' &%/

T
| tnStrarice Gompany :gaa ‘president of the

‘ realized that the danger of fires caused
| by enemy incendiaries was not to be

| rency, among them one which mistakenly

A HEROINE OF YPRES.

 Cistcs Marie had a quiet and sheltered
school_tfor girls near Xpres. When the
Germans came she begged the command-
er that the convent be:held sacred and
he listenéd,. but, later the convent came
under’ bombardmesit “and for .two days
the chifdren lived huddled.in the cellar.
Sistet Marie, led ‘the way at night and
they _escaped. to a. batn -about’ twelve
mileg-awdy. For two -weeks, with the
country, ravaged b{e'batﬂe, ~Sister Marie
tramped eight miles every night-iand
brought back food to her. charges. Little
by little they at length worked their way
to safety, reaching Paris - after  five
months of heroic endutance, h

FRE LOSSES N 1917
- TOWL §250,753,60

Undeuwriter ‘s.'l 'bliépoﬂ“‘ W§rst Year
For U: S. Since San

Francisco Fire

Few of Alien Enemy Origin—Say In-
crease is Due. to Speeding up for Wa
and Hasty Censtruction of Factories

Losses by fire in the United :States in
1917 aggpﬂéate $250,753,640, against $214,-
530,995 in) 1916, the losses last year hav-
ing exceeded any year since 1875, with

the exception of the ‘San Frangisco fire |'
in 1906 These- figures were matle pub-}
lic ‘af°¥hé fifty-second aninual meeting of |

igiial Board of Fire Underwriters

1T Fire
nationdl board, presided at the ‘meeting,
which was attended by 137 prominent
fire  uriderwriters’from #il sections of the
country, representing fire risks estimated
at $55,000,000,000.

Otho E. Lane, chairman of the board’s
committee on :statistics ‘and origin of
fires, declargd. that the -per capita loss
rose from- $%3@ i 1016 to $2.42 in 1917,
It was a-cause of satisfaction, he said,
that the geovernment had:finally recog-
nized the mecessity . of protecting vital
industries and had created a fire pre-
vention section of the War Industries
Board under competent and experienced
supervision. Owing to . unsettled condi-
tions no attempt was made in 1917 to
secure statistics showing fire losses in
European cities.

Few Fires of Enemy Origin,

Contrary to the general impression
enemy aliens had little or no part in
the losses by fire since the United
States entered the war. On this point
President Bissell, in his annual report,
said:

“As soon as the war began it was

ignored, and as was perhaps natural,
many sensational rumors gained cur-

quoted the National Board of Fire Un-
derwriters as authority for the state-
inent that property to the value of $43,-
000,000 had been destroyed by fires
caused by enemy aliens during the first
nine morths of the war.

“This published statement had the
careful attention of our actuarial bureau,
and disclosed the fact that as to nearly
95. per cent of the fires cited there was
no proof of incendiary origin, and as to
nearly 90 per cent, no reason even for

stor,: New ¥ork. R. M.}

suspicion of such origin. This does not
indicate the absence of danger from hos-
tile alien incendiaries, but shows that
their success thus far has been by no

ittee S i i 5
mittee was: appointed  to pring about: means as greal as was to be expected.”

The board’s executive expressed the be- |

(Toronto Globe.)
‘The appointment of Rev. Dr. H. J.
| Cody, rector of St. Paul’s
{ Church, to be ;

Minister of E
the Province of Ontario will be some-!
what startling to the general public. The |
selection, however, is not unlikely to%

prove a good one, and one calculated to ! tion.
to restore confidence in the ad- cratic assurance.
ministration of the educational affairs of throughout the teaching profession that

do much

Made-To-Measure Garments

EN from pr;a.ctically every occupation and profession, are orderiné English
, & Scotch Woollen Co. * Made-to-Measure Garments ’—many of these
men formerly paid the highest tailoring prices, but have found in our service
all that they could desire in fabric quality, in style, fit and finish.
A prominent Sales\Magggg_r said: “Your Made-to-Measure Clothes Pay for ‘Themselves”
__“With me they are a matter of good business. Ifind it easier to get a hearing when I wear
Made-to-Measure garments, besides, there is something about them that always gives me
confidenice in myself.” : ,
in the orders that I

]

Qur specialty is in making to measure gaiments for men who know the value of custom
tailored—Made-to-Measure Garments — men
who appreciate the quiet correctness and in-
dividual style of the clothes they wear.

B  Suit Or Topcoat
), 7 ade-To-Your-Measure

Contractors To
the British and
Canadian, Gov-
ernments.

This $17 line of fabrics
does not interfere with
our big $15 Values.

NTICIPATING present market
conditions, we made adequate

preparation to meet them — probably

not another tailoring concegn figures
No
matter what amount you _e_:lic_t to spen-_d—,
the garments we will make for you to-
your-measure will be intrinsically an_d-h;;sar |
worth very much more than the price we ask
for them, even though comparisons are made r
with clothes you can buy ready made. And N

its merchandise costs as low.

don’t overlook that feature of our guarantee,
that assures every patron fine fabrics in every
instance—style to the minute, and above all, r

your garment must

fit, or we will not, § .. N ODW*
}gtﬂxaccepti_g_.

General Manager
for

rs We are showing exoep-
Trouse tional values in odd
trousers from special trouser lengths, ss
many of these cloths are shewn in very
limited guantities, we will be obliged
to ask s for d ohoice....

'

We are now ready at all our branches with an entirely new stock ef spring fabrics.

English & Scotch Woollen Co.

26.28 Charlotte Street, St. John, N. B. bead Ofice, 851 St Catherine Steet, Fast Montrea
22 GREAT TAILOR SHOPS IN CANADA

Amherst, N.8, Halifax, N.B, Meneten, N.B.
Sydney, N.8. 8t. John, N.B. New Glasgow, N.8,

o
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St. Hy Grand Mere, Que,
Sorel, P.Q.

Shawinigan Falls

Tachi
Three Rivers

Charlottetown, P.X.1.

Sherbrooke
Fredericton, N.B

Quebec
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Write for Free Samples, Fashion Plates,
Self-Measure Form and Tape Line. Address
851 St. Catherine Street Bast, Montreal.

Out-of-Town Men &
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the province.
that Rev. Dr. A. Egerton Ryerson, an-
other distinguished member
Anglican | cloth,” was the founder of the present
‘ducation for | educational system in Ontario,

There is much good work for Hon. Dr.
Cody to do. ]
cation is not in a satisfactory condi-

great department may again come into
its own and give its rightful service to
the citizenhood.

r.ecv@vcd by the public with keen satis-
faction. His administration should be
earnest, vigorous and progressive. He
h."‘.s an opportunity to do big things for
his province in regenerating the depart-
ment, in restoring the confidence and
winning the co-operation of teachers and
parents, and in carrying out the supreme
purpose of education by character-build-
ing and good citizen-making among
the*youth of Ontario.

it offers no freedom for initiative and
progressive endeavor. Educationists of
earnestness and enthusiasm are groaning
under the fetters of departmental stag Hon. Dr. Cody should win public con-
nation, self-sufficiency, and self-satisfac- | fidence. He is a man of high idealism
The removal of Dr. R. A. Pyne | and force of character, and, in so far us
be welcome to hun-|he commits his undoubted talent and
teachers and to!(‘nthusiusm to his new work and steers
!clear of the corroding acid of politics,
'he should give splendid service to the
Dr. Cody’s appointment will be

it-is interesting to recall

of “"the

tion.
to his reward will
dreds of conscientious
thousands of parents in all parts of the
province. The hope will be general that,
‘under new and better leadership. this ' state.

The Department of Edu-

It suffers from dry rot and auto-
The feeling is general




