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ANNUAL ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT,
LeB. Botsford, M. D.

ETHICS OF LAW.

[Bead 20th February, 1885.]
A^FEW W0RDS t0 define what is meant by law, before entérine
infer a fotve Tü ^ ^ t8rm law is understood to mean of 
Tn r af°r?ewhlch causes similar results under similar conditions 
n callmg it a law we, however, merely state a fact, we do n o t eTh 

nor explain the source of the fact, 
acknowledged in the realm of 
and moral phenomena.

a levdcositirV6 aCCeP‘ T bCt thM “S"1* «ver tend to take 
“eird IT , U?r°M “bsewation, establish the tact, and we 
„ J* d one '“*■ of ,heir condition. In calling it a law how-
ever we do not explain the nonree of tha, fact. Lookingl’nto It
attrition o/at ‘*° gravit)r’ or- in other words, the

matter, the earth for instance, every

to 2kè ito niiT acted upon equally and is forced, lt8 Place untl1 each molecule of the upper laver occ, 
pies the same distance from the attracting body. This is however 
• mere statement of a fact. So also it is wit/the law of
m .7 Wetel"^'1’ "«“‘f8 ^ re8lllt ”f ohervatieLZ,'
weS ' a„T«d many observations to recognize the sense of
of wetoh? ^ f y driVe8 “ 10 the «"-«h™- that the idea 
matter I T ?m a" U,18een f0rce which draws matter towards 
in relit' U 6r 0bservatI0ns lead us to conclude that attraction is
gravity^r ïtiTct'10^0 and their distance- To call this
8 y attr<ictl0“ does not explain the why nor the wherefore;
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This principle is manifested or 

matter, in organic life, in intellectual
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