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hee.rdnfwo more explosions a few min-
ter their arrival. The force of
ns knocked the plaster off
s of the adjoining bank build-
iag. Officials of the club emphatically
state that there was nothing on the sec-
ond and third floors to cause an ex-
plosion. The only rooms on these floors
Were bedrooms, dining-rooms and linen
One room on the third floor was
used to store tive socks, pillows, blankets
and other comfonts made for the sol-
diers by the women’s auxillary of the
American Club. The building was equip-
ped with neither, fireescapes nor sprinkler
system, but every room was furnished
with a rope. To these ropes Capt. Minard
and W. C. Zollner undoubtedly owe their
lives. £ !
Slida Down Rope to Safety.

Mr. Zollner, who fis president of the
Standard Drug Company, London. Ont.,
was asleep on the top floor of the build-
ing when the fire broke out. ‘1 awak-
ened with a feeling of suffocation’ he
sald. ‘‘The place was full of smoke. I
opened tHe door to see what was wrong,
and a dense volume of smoke drove me
back. - T yelled at the top of my voice to
the others who were on the same floor,
and staggered toward a window. While

“also olaim that they

opening it, my foot caught a rope. This I
threw out, and began to climb down.
‘When half-way down, I heard an explo-
sion, and either slid or jumved the rest
of the way—I don’t know which.”

. Zollner managed to reach the On-
tario Club, across the street. He left
clothing, watch, glasses and everything
behind. His hands are lacerated by the
friction of the rope, and he is suffering
from shock.. He was removed yesterday
to the Tusco Hotel.

Barl F. Hussey, assistant manager. of
the Montreal branch of the Travelers’
Insurance Company, escaped from the
burning building in his night attire. Hav-
ing no shoes, he ran to the Hotel Mossop,
where @ pair of rubbenrs ‘were- loaned to
him. ‘“When I got to the corner, I heard
two or three explosions, which I thought
were caused by the blowing up of the
boilers,”” he said.

Little Hope of Recovery.

Edward Johnson, night-watchman at
the Merchants’ Bank, was passing the
American Club when bricks from the roof
and chimney were blown out by the ex-

losion. The debris fell on him. He<was

nocked unconscious. Johnson was hur-
ried to St. Michael’s Hospital, where an
operation was performed upon him. He
seemed better after it, but enquiries at
the hospitala Ist night elicited the infor-
mation that he was getting weaker and
probably would not recover.

P. S. Hairston, mining engineer, of
Dallas, Texas, was not so fortunate as
Captain Minard and the others. Awak-
ened by the fire, he had apparently stag-
gered to the window, intending to slide
down the rope, but was overcome by the
smoke before he could reach it. He was
found later by the firemen. He had a

slight gash in his head. He was attired

only in boots and pyjamas, and had his
grip in his hand. His body was removed
to the morgue, where an inquest was
opened last night.

Well-Known Mining Man.

The untimely death of Mr. Hairston
has caused general sorrow among mining
men and brokers in the city. Mr. 1lairs-
ton was known as a promoter +f the
Canadian mining industry, his acrivities
in this direction dating back to tha old
Cobalt days, in 1905, when he cam: {0
Canada from the United States. le was
also® a member of the Standard Stock
Exchange, but did not engage activcly in
the brokerage business.

Mr. Hairston was 53 years of ag: and
a native of Dallas, Texas. He was mar-
ried and lived on his farm at Oakyville.
When kept in town on business he was
in the habit of staying at the American
Club.

Among the properties in which he was
interested were the Silver Queen, the
Beaver (Consolidated, 'in the early days;
later he financed the Dobie-Leyson until
it was sold last June to the Dominion
Réduction Company. ]

At the time of his death he was inter-
ested in-properties in Porcupine, Munre
Township, and in Kirkland Lake. He hal
recently incorperated a company called
the Munro <Consolidated Mines, Limited,
to develop gold properties in Munro
Township, and from which favorable re-
sults have been obtained. The late Mr.
Hairston was quiet and unassuming, and

his business capacity was regarded as of
a high order.

W. W. Zlaylor, of Perrin Freres & Co,,
glove-makers, who was at first thought.
to have been in the building, left the city
on Sunday, and was in Peterboro on the
night of the fire.

Fire Was Incendiary.

Both Chief Smith and Deputy Chief
Russell are positive that the fire was in-
cendiary, The rumor that two' shells in
the, main room of the building were re-
sponsible for the explosion was ridiculed
by the governor of the club, who said
that the shells were used for decorative
purposes. A story s current. that a for-
eigner, apparently a German, was seen
around ‘the building while the fire was
at its height.

Resolution PasSed.

At a meeting of the club directors in
the Ontario Club yesterday, J. B. Day, of
Day, Ferguson and McDonald, was ap-
pointed chairman of a committee to con-
duct a complete enquiry into the causes
and circumstances surrounding the fire.
The following resolution was ailso passed:

“Whereas the American Club'of To-

ronto was formed primarily to promote
friendly relations between the peoples of
the Dominion of Canada and the United
States of America, and following out their
duty as citizens of Canada, and men im-
bued with American traditions of liberty
and freedom, as members, and the club
/has in all ways possible assist-
ed in the formation of the Ameri-
can Legion, to afford Americans an
opportunjty to take their part
in the present war for freedom. of the
world; and whereas today our club is
a wreck from fire and explosion, and
one of our oldest and best-loved mem-
bers, Mr. P. S.. Hairston, a man who
has unstintedly given time aad money to
the club and to the formation of the
American Legion, has lost his life in the
fire.
“Resolved: That the heartfelt sympathy
of the club be extended to Mrs. Hairston,
and that she be notified that the Ameri-
can Club would feel honored by being,
allowed to show our respect and sympa-
thy by taking public part in the obse-
quies, and would like to be allowed to
ask the officers of the American Le-
gion to join with the club on this sad
occasion.”

Inspector Dickson and Detectives Ar-
chibald and Nursey. are investigating the
affair.

While the ravages of the flames make
it impossible to state definitely where
the fire started, the firemen believe il
originated in No. & bedroom, the room
adjoining the one in which Mr. Hair-
ston's body was found. The contents of
this room were more badly damaged
than in the others, and:the fact that
it is next to the outside wail, which
fell, strengthens this theory. 2

The front portion of the building in-
side is a mass of ruins. The two upper
floors fell into the rotunda and the debris
is wseveral feet deep in places. The
stairway from the second to the third
floor is burned thru, but the upper
floors over a great pant of the building
are 'still intact. No part escaped dam-
age by fire and water.
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“American Legion Next?”

Since the organization of the American
Legion many ngs are said to have
peen received by its officers, none of
which, however, have been taken seri-
ously. But the receipt of
from an anonymous 3
braith, 1530 West King street, about 10.30
yestmy morning, where Col. Jolly and
. his f of fifteen have sleeping quar-
ters, following so closely upon the destruc-
tion of the American Club, has caused
great uneasiness in the household.

“] had just stepped into the front
room to draw aside the curtains of the
door when I saw a piece of paper pro-
truding thru the letter-box,” Mrs. Gal-
braith told The World last night. “Curi-
ous, I pulled out the 'paper, and on look-
ing at it found it to be a small sheet of
fine .bond paper, such as is used in gov-
ernment work. Printed across it in red
ink in old 'style English letter were the
words: “The 197th will be the next to go,’

“Liooking thru the glass at the front
door to see who - had brought the note,
1 saw a man, tall and broad-shouldered,
just descending the front steps. He was
attired in an overcoat of very _loud
check pattern and eoft felt hat. TLater
in the day I saw the same man on
King street, and asked a constable
tc arres. him. But the man had disap
geared before the constable, could reach

im.”

Last night a young son of Mrs. Gal-
braith’s said that he had seen a man
wearing an overcoat as described by his
mother, whom he followed to the Wil-
sonia. Apartments. s \

A few minutes after the note had been
left at Mrs. Ghlbraith’s home a man
wizh a wooden leg and carrying a brown
suitcase made as if to mount the front
steps. On seeing an orderly there, how-
ever, he turned away  and went to the
next house.

Mrs. Galbraith said that the night of
the fire was the first time since the new
year that Capt. Minard had slept away
from her home.

The note received by Mrs. Galbraith
has been handed over to the police.

The Caris-Rite Hotel has generously
offered the use of its dining-room and
offices to the members of the American
Club until it is decided as to whether
they will vebuild. Daily luncheons will
be provided as in the old club quarters.

Sympathy from Consul-General.

The following telegram from John J.
Foster, American consul-ganeral, was
received by Julius D. Dreher, United
States consul here:

“Can you send particulars of blowing
up Amergican Club? ‘Warmest sympathy
for families of members killed.”

Investigation Started.

An inquest was held last night into the
cause of death of the late P. Stewart
Hairston, a victim of the apparently in-
cendiary fire at the American Club. Ow-
ing to the attorney-general’'s department
taking the unusual step of appointing a
special committee ' to Investigate the
causes of this fire the jury confined
their finding to the immediate cause of
the death of the victim.

Coroner J. M. Cotton was in chatge and
T. S. Elmore acted for the crown. The
body was identified by Robent McKay
and George D. Leyson. Both stated they
were well acquainted with Hairston, who
was a mining man, and who located in
Toronto several years ago, later taking
a farm at Oakville, but Spending the
major portion of each week in town on
business. having an office in the Traders’
Bank Building and putting -up, while in
town, at the American Club.

James Coombers, night porter at the
.club, etated in the witness box that he
came o duty at midnight and at 12.46
the of the fire made his round
to switeh off the extra lights, returns’
ing to clean the lounge room. While
thus cngaged he was attracted to ‘the
street by cries and hurried out to dis-
cover Wm. C. Zolner hanging from the
end of a rope, crying “Fire.” Clouds of
smoke were issuing from the third floor
windows. He rushed inside, turned in
an alarm from a signal box in the build-
ing and also a phone alarm, called “up
the engineer from the basement and
with him tried to take a fire extingu'sh-
er up the sairs. but both men were driven
back by the dense smoke. The witness
stated he distinctly heard an explosion,
as did the engineer, saw a man fall
as well as a quantity of bricks, which
were apparently blown from the roof
coping by the force of the explosion. The
fire brigade were on the scene very
promptly, according to the witnesses and
were soon fighting the fire, which was
worst in the northeast corner of the top
floor, from both front and rear.

Found the Body.

Captain Fox of Bay street fire hall
told of discovering the body, clothed in
underwear and boots, near the window of
room 4. District Chief George Sinchair
corroborated the evidence of Capt. Fox
and both men stated that they had heard
of the confined gas enclosed between a
double ceiling causing an explosion.

Several other witnesses were heard, in-
cluding Clive Burton of Barrie, who last
saw Mr. Hairston alive, saving good
night to him after he.had obtained the
room key from the assistant hall porter.
Dr. Cerswell read the report of the
autopsy and the jury, with little ais-
cussion. brought in a verdict of death by
suffocation caused by fire and smoke.

CAPT. MINARD'S EXPERIENCE.

A World reporter was one of the four
persons who were with Capt. Minard.
paymaster of the American Legion. when
he recovered consciousness at 4.20 a.m.,
in a room of the Ontario Club. The
captain is probably unable even now to
recount his experiences in fighting his
way across the burning floor and his
exclamations while in a semi-conscious
condition are probably the only indica-
tions the public will ever have of the
terrific battle for his life which the of-
ficer fought and won.

With his uniferm hurriedly thrust on
over his nightshirt, tunic unbuttoned,
shoes unlaced. clothing burned and mud-
dy from a fall somewhere, the captain
was first seen after the outbreak of fire,
s'aggering across Wellington street,
clutching 2 snow—covered suifcase.
Curiouslx nobody thought to help him
and he uhevenly made his way to the
Ontario Club end fell unconscious on the
stone s*ens of that building. He was
immediately carried inside by a fireman
and club porter. Then Charles A. Barc
lay. one of the Onmtario Club members.
and the porter. carried him upstairs and
put him to bed.

His Hands Burned.
His hands. particularly the right one,
were badly burned. BEvidently the offi-
cer had to literally tear his way thru
burning substances. From roem 8, where|
he was lodged, he evidently fouzht his
way to the hall passagewsay and HAlong
he corridor to a rear window, and af-
ter throwing out his suitcase, clamber-
ed two stloreys down a rope.

It was precisely at 4.20 when the cap-
tain first opened his eyes in the Ontario
Club. Blankly he looked into the faces
of the doctor and clubmen, and whis-
pered after a moment:

“Am I safe?”’

When assured that he was out of the
reach eof the flames, he drew a long
breath and closed his eyes again for
several minutes.
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WHEATTARFE MUST
STAY UP, SHYS WHITE

Finance Minister Reviewed Fa-
miliar Arguments Against
“Free Wheat.” )

“SPREAD”, IS PUZZLING
Significance of Chicago and Win-
nipeg Quotations Food
for Debate.

(Continued From Page 1.)

service. Sir Thomas White declared
that removing the tariff would lower
the price of wheat on both sides of the
line to the export level, and he declar-
ed that to ship our wheat to the Unit-
e‘d States would ruin our milling in-
custries, cripple our railways, and be
a radical departure from the national
policy. 'To this Mr. Oliver rejoined
that if wheat sold for less in the Unit-
ed States than it did in Canada the
Canadian wheat would not be shipped
to the south., It would only be sold in
the United States when the farmer
could get more money by selling it
there than in Canada.
i West’s Grain Blockade.

Mr. McNutt in opening the discussion
this afternoon alluded to the blockade
of grain in the west. The vailways, he
said, had never been able to handle &
large crop. If some of our wheat found
a market in the United States the
frequent blockades would probably be
avoided. He then read the house ithe
week-end market quotations for the past
five years on No. 2 northern from. the
the Minneapolis and Winnipeg grain
exchanges to prove that the spread in
favor of the -United States averaged
about ten cents a bushel. Upon some ocC-
casions ‘the price was higher in Winni-
peg. In 1912 the Winnipeg price was
higher for eleven weeks out of the fifty-
two and in 1913 for sixteen weeks out
of fifty-two.

Canadian Grades Higher.

He argued that comparisons presented
by.the figures he presented did not fully
represent the real difference in price
because the Canadian grades were high-
er than the American grades. Under
the Canada Grain Act, No. 2 northerm
wheat had to weigh fifty-eight pounds
to the bushel and contain at least forty-
five per cent. of red fife hard wheat.
The American No. 2 northern had only
to weigh fifty-seven pounds to the bushel
and no percentage of hard wheat was
required. Mr. McNutt also pointed out
that the Americans had a grade known
as No. 1 northern, wheat that measured
up to that grade in Minneapolis but was
ungraded wheat in Canada, being classi-
fied as ‘‘chicken feed.”

White’s Reply.

Sir Tho! White, in opening, said
that the United States Tariff Act, com-
monly known as the Underwood law,
did not make a tender to Camada of re-
ciprocal free trade in wheat. On the
contrary, we would not get free wheal
unless we also agreed to free trade in
flour. The western farmer could not get
what he wanted without inflicting a

of Cenada. Personglly he doubted if the
farmer would benefit by free access for
his wheat to the American market, 1If
we dumped two hundred million bushels
of hard wheat on the Minneapolis mar-
ket the Minneapolis price would at once
fall to the export level. The Americans
did not want to buy wheat from us so
much as they desired to sell us flour.
They were proposing in short that we
should have our wheat ground in Minne-
apolis and then buy it back at a high
.price.

] Millers Could Not Compete,

The Canadian millers: could not pos-
sibly compete with the American millers.
There were 7600 flour ‘mills in the United
States, with an output of nearly one
million barrels a day, while in Canada

less than one hundred thousdnd barrels
a day. The farmer was not justified in
asking the government to pass legielation
which would cripple or destroy the grain
milling industry.

Sir Thomas went on to say that the
farmer engaged in mixed farming, rail-
way employes and many others were
protes ing against free wheat. The far-
mer, he thought, shouwd not blame the
government if he were not getting o
fair price for his wheat. He was selling
most of his wheat tn the Grain Growers’
Grain Company, and the politicians whe
were crying for free wheat had bette:
turn their a.tention to that corporatién.
(Applause and laughter).

After pointing out that for the govern-
ment to remove the duty on wheat would
be to abandon the National Policy, Sir
Thomas said that after the war the dif-
ferent parts of the empire would have to
“cuddle closer together.”” Would It be
wise to destroy our prospects for prefer-
ential trade within the empire by taking
off the duty on wheat coming from the
United States?

Illogical, Says Oliver.

Hon. Frank Oliver said the minister of
finance was blowing hot and cold. In
one breath he declared that the price for
wheat was as high or higher in (anada
than in the United States, and in the
next breath asserted that two hundred
million bushels of Canadian wheat would
go straight to the United States if the
tariff wall were taken down, and thus
bankrupt our railways and milling indus-
tries and break up the British Empire.
But why should wheat go ?o the United
Stat if it could be sold 'for a higher
price on this side of the line? Either the
farmer would get a higher price in the
United States, or he would not. If he
would not get a higher price, taking off
the duty would have no effect. If he
would get 'a higher price, by all means
let him have it. TPersonally, he thought
the western farmers ought to snow their
own business. He was sick and tired of
these essays about mixed farming. Fully
25 per cent. of the farmers in the prairie
provinces were engaged in mixed farm-
ing. but they were not antagonizing the
grain-growers in the desire of the latter
to gain access to the American market.

“]f any government, at any time,”” Mr.
Oliver continued, ““had a duty laid upon
it, this government has a duty imposed
upon it. That duty is to give the west-
ern farmers the relief they demand.”

What Farmers ‘“Lost.”

Mr. Oliver said that the argument now
presented regarding Canadian farmers
had ‘been used over and over again in
connection with cattle, swine and oats.
Yet when the United itates took off the
duty against cattle and swine, -the prices
for them went up in Canada. When the
United_ States reduced the duty on oats
to six Tents a bushel, the Alberta farmers
greatly benefited. Mr. Oliver closed by
declaring that free wheat would have in-
creased the earnings of the Canadian
farmers in 1915 by twelve million five
hundred thousand dollars.

Hon. Robert Rogers, after speaking for
a few moments, adjourned the debate.

lived egain the awful five minutes when
he was tra,p{?ed on the top floor of -a
purning building.

In his sleep he struggled, and his mus-
cles twitched epasmodically. “*Boys,
fire, wake up,” he called. ‘““Nayjor, hur-
rv., fire.” A man named Nayior was
with the captain on Sanday, but was
not in the ch® when the fire broke o,
The boys and Naylcr were h hie ~
delirizum, irdicating

focizlon ¢ a4

ous nim 3 ol that top 0

oasi bis comrades. And wey on
fer an hour his @noke-choked voice re-
iterated calls to otner inmates of the

il
8 icer ¢

, before a came,

mortal wound upon the milling industry

wé had only 6560 mills, with a capacity of |

raw materials.

open to us.

year’’ car.

Chalmers pays.

One was to raise the price. . 3
The other was to lower the quality.

To follow the latter course meant a *‘one-
: This kind of an automobile
Chalmers has never built, and never will build.

Therefore a rise in price was the only
procedure possible.
We regret that an increase in price is neces-
sary, but we feel that other manufacturers of
automobiles will be. forced either to increase
the price or use a lower grade of materials.

For it is not possible to buy superior pro-
ducts in the open market at any less price than 1«

PERSONAL

Effective March 1, the price of the Chalmers
Six-40 in Canada will be $1,950. This is an
increase of $100 over the present price. It is
made neeessary by the sharp rise in cost of.

Aluminum, which sold for 19 cents a pound
only a few months ago, now brings 53 cents, ;

Copper has risen from 14 cents to 24 cents. {:

Vanadium steel a year ago brought $1.85 &
pound. Now it sells for $8.50.

High-speed steel, formerly $1.05 a pound, is
now worth $3.35.

Leather, formerly 20 cents a foof, now
brings 33 cents, and so on.

All told, it costs $118.22 more in rawmaterial
to build the Six40 than it did some months
ago. As this amount is considerably in excess
of our net profit per car, only two courses were

s “latﬁi’:

We think it only fair to those who have
planned to purchase the Six-40, and have been
quoted the $1,850 price, to take this oppor-
tunity of saying that we will accept orders at
that price up to midnight February 29. There-
after the price of $1,950 will prevail.

Chalmers Motor Company
TORONTO DEALERS :

THE ONTARIO MOTOR CAR CO.
18 BLOOR STREET EAST, TORONTO.

This Certific-':ate

together with $1.50, presented at The World, 40 West Richmond street,
Toronto, or 40 South McNab street, Hamilton, entitles bearer to a copy |
of the new book, “MAKING MONEY FROM THE SOIL.” '
parcel postage —7 cents first zone, 18 cents Ontario, 20 cents in Canada.
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suburbs before 7 a.m.

The World’s Morning Delivery-to
Apartment Houses

World subscribers in Apartment Houses can have the
morning edition left at the apartment door.
have instructions to make direct delivery in all Apartment
Subscribers should instruct janitor to permit World
carriers to take the paper direct to their door. The Morning
World is delivered in all Apartment Houses in the city and
Phone all complaints of irrcgular de-
livery to Main 5308, Circulation Department.
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THREE GERMAN SUBS
SUNK IN ADRIATIC SEA?

Paris Paper Reports That French
Cruisers Destroyed Under-
seas Boats.

YORK. Ieb,

Agency despatech from Yaris today

says: “Three Aeutonic submarines

have been sunk in the Adriatic Sea by

I'rench cruisers, acording to The Echo

de Paris.”
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