
ADVANCE TOWARDS HIGHER CIVttlZATION.

In the iprinK of 1917 the I'nitt'd

States, through its C'onurcSB and Trcsi-

dtnt, decided to make ''ommon rmiso

with the Allies of tJri at Britain and

Franrt! in the world w ar iicndinn.

Within a few d^ys of this event the

Government of the Dominion of Canada

under the authority of the Canadiun

War Mea!-;ures Act. tok advuntai,'( of

the offer of the T'nited States Govern-

ment, made in their tariff of UMii, for

Reeiprocily in "wheat, wheat flour and

semolina," so there is now free trade in

these rommoditits between Canada and

the United States, This is hut a small

portion of the Reriprocity Agreement

of l!>n. All who reeolleet lIUl will

remember thai those who now yield to

the oft expressed wish of the western

farmers fought Re<-i[>rocity with trreat

force. It is well to recall a noted speech

of that time.

Speaking in the town of Simcoe, Ont.,

on August 15th, litll. Sir Wilfrid Lau-

rier said:

—

Bond of Peace and Harmony.

"I do not parade my loynlty, but I

may be allowed to say that I was born

under British institutions, and under

these institutions my i)€-ople have found

a liberty that they could not have found

under any other regime, and I could

not do any other but stand loyally l)y

Britain, because I value the liberty of

my countrymen higher than any quts-

tion of political economy. 'Applause,!

I have now laid before you all the i)b-

jections that have been raised against

this Reciprocity agreement. These ob-

jeccions, you will agree with me, d() not

stand discussion. Or the other hand,

the advantag are oi.vious. The more

they are examined, the better they ap-

pear to be. They commend themselves,

and the more they are discussed, the

more attractive they appear, but there

is much more. This agreement which

we place before you for your ratification

is a bond of peace and harmony and

friendship between two nations, Iw-

twi'en whom more than Ut-.veen any
two other nations in the world, there

should be a b(>n<l of niutiud resf t and

afTertion. (Applause.) We .share with

our neighbors (m this one hemis-

phere a longer frontier tlian f\\Mn be-

tween any i>iher two natiuns. Wo
spring from the same sturk, Kngli>h,

Sf'otrh. Irish, Krenth. and to a certain

extent, German. We have inlierited

in a certain measure tlie same institu-

tions and everything makes for peace,

harmony, and eoncord Iteiween us and

our neighbors. Yet it was ntit always

so. The day.** are not far distant, many
of you remember them, as I do, wlien

there was a feeling of hostility iM-tween

Great Britain j.nd the Dominion of Can-

ada on the one hand, and the American

Reoublic on the other, when the Amer-

ican press was lilled with abus*' against

England, and Ihe Knglish newspapers

talked of Yankee arrogance. Such

expressions, however, are heard no more.

We have seen the <lawn of a new era.

and better and nolder sentiments pre-

vail. We iiave learned, perhaps, in

spite of oursehes, that lilood is thicker

than water. Av the battle of Manilla

in 189S 'when the Americans were

fighting the Spaniards in Phillipine

waters.) the commander of one of the

Kuropean (Gi man> squadrons sought

to interfere, liut the commander of the

British squadron who happened to be

in the same waters, stateil that there

was to h'- fair play, and that if there

wari not fair play lie would line up his

shij) by the side of Admiral Dewey.

This was giving voice to the fact that

blood was thicker than water.

The Peace Treaty.

"It was only last week that a treaty

was signed between His Majesty King
George V ard the President of the

United States, which makes it practi-

cally impossible that there shall be war

between the United States and Great
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