
BROnRVlLi.K. 7th .Itily, 1M«.

To Geoff/e Taylor, Esq., M.P.,

South Leeds.

Dkar Sir,—

We, the (U'lo^Htos Hflectiul, whose iiaineH are lioreto annexed, met you as agreed

at Brockville on tlie 4th day of .Inly and proceeded with you to Ogdensburg, and
spent tluTc ((ays (h-ivhiK through diirerciit portions of the liest fanning and dairying

sections in St. Lawrence and Jed'erson Covinties in the State of New Yorl<, stopped

at farm liouses, tallced witli farmers and cheese manufacturers, visited a nund)er of

stores, obtaining samples of goods and prices also, visited harness shops, agricultural

implement dealers, carriage dealers, blacksmiths' shops, etc., etc., in order to carry

out the instructions contained in yotir letter. We embody in this our repor*: to you

several interviews we had with some of the men with whom we talked. We con-

versed also with many others and found them all fairly agreed in the views of those

herein reported. From all we could loarn we round that I'arinerN in JeflTerHon

afid 8t. liawrence Counties, where we viHited, pay as much or more IVir

what they have to purchase and get no more I'or the produce they have to

sell than do I'arnierN in the County ol' Leeds. We also found tluit they are
n»>t any m«»re prosperous, and I'roni all we could ^atlier are nutre heavily
mortgaged than f'arn>ers in the <:!ounty ol" iieeds. We also found that well
improved farms t)l'the very best of soil, free from broken lands, and lyiiig

within I'roni two to ten miles of the crlty of Ogdensbur^, as well as in other
localities where we made enquiries, can be purchased much (;heaper than
landsoftlie same (|uality with same improvements similarly situate<l in

the C«>unty ofljeeds; that lands have depreciated in value nuu-e in the
last ten years in St. liawrence ami Jefferson Counties than similarly

situated lands in the County ol' lieeds. In regard to prices we found cottjn

goods of all kinds will average about the same in the United States as in Canada;
woollen goods of all kinds and clothings are very much higher in the States than in

Canada; sugar and teas are higher in the States than iii Canada; provisions about
the same ; agricultural machinery and binder twine are higher in the States than in

Canada ; waggons and buggies, considering quality, the Canadian goods are as cheap
f not cheaper than the American ; cheese furnishings are higher in the Statjfs than
in Canada, while cheese is not so high ; taxes, irrespective of school and poll taxes,

are higher in the States than in Canada ; western corn is very little, if any, used by
the farmers in the section of country visited by us for feeding purposes, farmers
using chiefly their own coarse grains. The following are some of the prices quoted
by merchants in- Ogdensburg, Hewvelton, Redwood and Clayton, New York, for

their leading articles :

—


