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are ufually confined to the latter Tranfa6tlons only, and inform the

Reader what Methods of Attack were purfued on one Side, but fcl-

dom what Precautions were obferved on the other -, or whether we
triumphed through Superiority of Courage and Numbers, or through

the Negledt and Inattention of the Enemy : in a word, that the Eng/i/b

won a Battle, and the French lofl it ; that we took a Town, not how
they defended it, makes up the Detail of moft of our Publick Mi-
litary Defcriptions : the Knowledge of the former Event is certainly

the moft material, but that of the latter is far from being unenter-

taining.

'Tis in this View I have prefunied to lay the following Sheets

before you, as they may poflibly contribute to amufe an idle Hour
in the Country (if any of yours can with Propriety be called fuch)

and at the fame Time introduce to your Recollei^ion a Man at a

Diftance from you, who ever fo remotely employed in the publick

Service, has a Heart ftill alive to the warm Senfations of private

Friendships at home, and Gratitude ever to think with Pleafure on
that in particular, which Mr. Hob art has honoured him with.

The Kingdom of France^ perhaps, was never more reduced in

its Naval Power than at this /Era of Time before us ; perhaps not

in any one Period of its Hiftory whatever. It was a ftanding Com-
plaint againft the late Cardinal Fleury\ that during hi? long Miniftry,

the Marine Department was entirely negleded ; and that in Con-
fequence of this Inattention, at the breaking out of the laft War,
the French Navy was not only not upon a refpccHiable Footing, but

was even held in Contempt by the Fleets of other Nations, par-

ticularly by thofe of ^pain and England^ and was very unequal to

fupport the Grand Monarque in the Credit due to him as a Mart-
time Power; but tlie prefent low State and fliattered Condition

of their Marine is owing to a Caufe more glorious to our August
Sovereign, and his triumphant Subjedts, to Victory: Their Ships

are now diminiihed in their Numbers, not from Mifmanagement in

the Gallic State, but from Britifi Capture, from being fubducd or

deftroyed, from Defeats repeated, Conqueft ftill following where-
e'er die Flag of Efigland flew, with a moft amazing Rapidity, in all

Parts of the known World : in fliort, the French are at this Inftant

but


