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mission as adjutniit fmm liN Exc«!-
leney, <J.)v. Si'warJ, iiiul a siil)>?ci]U(.'iit

CDininw-^ion as inajir, duly coiinlcr-

shjiiml by (rou. l!iifii-i Kiiii;. ailiulaiit-

poiuM-al, ami aflorHanls cdilDi- of 'Tlio

MilwaiikiM' S;'iiliii<>l,' and iniiiistiT tn

liDinc. Uiidi'i' Ciiv. Bouck, lliu t'alh(!r

of Geii. li )iick of ()>likiw!i, Major At-
wood was ('oiniiiissinu,?d coloiiid of a
roiiiinont of militia, whicli liocomniaiid-
ed foi' several years, alteiuliiv^ re2;iilarly

the annual om'anipnieufs and tjoneral

training-i so well remembered by New-
Yorkers in ' auld lanct syne.'

" Finding? himself bi-oken In health,
after the pnlitieal campaign of 1844, —
a earapaiiin so gallantly fousht, and so

foolishly lost. — Col. Atwood again set

his faeo westward. His newspaper
had paid expenses, and nothing more.
From a z(m1ous advocacy of the cause
of the famous Kentuckian— which he
ardently espouseil, and to which he
gave five of his best years— he came
out .at) leu'jth at a pecuniary sacrifice,

and \Vith health seriously impaired.
"Pushing into Illinois, in 131.'), he

was so much attracted by the beauty
and fertility of the prairies, that he
at once located .a farm near tlio city of

Freeport. Two years of more rugged
outdoor occupation than had been Ids

wont— years of brawny development,
not unmixed with financial trouble,

and discouriigement on account of the

failure of crops — served to restore the
colonel's health, and to iniluce him to

ngain engage in editorial lab;)rs. Being
directed to Wisconsin as a Territory of

thrift and promise, ho was induced to

establish himself at Madison, ut that

day the capital of the Territory, but a

small and inconsiderable village. At
once ho became connected with 'The
Madison Express,' a Whig paper, the
editorial labor and management of

wliich he assumed until the autumn
of 18r)2. when he brought into exist-

ence ' The Daily State .Journal,' which
he lias ever since published. Having
carefully reported the proceedings of

the closing sessions of the Territorial

legislature convened at Madison, and
the entire proceedings of the Constitu-
tional Convention, he has tho honor
of possessing moro direct familiarity

with tho action of these bodies than
perhaps any man living. Ho wields

a ready pen. and has a reputation for

writing with accnr.acy and despatch.

11;^ iial;!t, he holds his Ideas In solu-

tion, read.' for use. Having a retentive

memory, c.imbiiied with a skill to take

ou the v;iiig tho thoughts that cross

his mental vision, and an analytical

mind, lie is enabled to ail.nii tho
joiiiiia!i;tlc profession with many and
valuabli gifts.

'• During the term of tho Hon. L. .1.

Farwell. giiveruor of Wisconsin, Col.
Atwood held the positioTi of quartor-
master-ijeiieral of that .State. In the
managcinciit of 'The Journal,' soon
after its establishment, he aisociated
with himself as co-editor the Hon.
Horace lt\iblee, now United States
mini-ter to Switzerland, a man of
intidleetual stren;th and fine culture.

Thereupon, the paper took a leading
position, and became firmly estab-
lished. It has over been public spirit-

ed and enterprising, and Republican in

politics. So far as its intluonce extends,
it may be regarded as the reflex of the
enterprise of its founder.

" In 1S58 he was commissioned
major-general of the fifth division of
tht? Statu militia. For a number of
years ho has been one of tho leaders
in the ranks of the Itepublican party
in Wisconsin. He became a member
of the legislature in 1800. and was
chosen speaker pro tnn. of tho a-sem-
bly. On account of his known in-

tegrity and executive ability, he was
appointed L'nited States assessor when
that ofiice was first created. In ISOS
he h.Md the office of mayor in tho city

(if Madison. At the Kri)ubl!ean State
convention, in Seplembor in that year,

on the first ballot for gov(^rnor, ho
receivcil fifty-three votes, with a largo
majority of those from his own dis-

trict. — a flattering compliment to his

political standing, considering that
that district had above half a dozen
candidates for State offices in the
lield.

" In person. Gen. Atwood is of
medium stature, with dark-blue eyes
and silver-gray hair. His features are
regular, .and particularly pleasant and
expressive when in conversation. In
private char.acter, ho is above suspi-

cion or reproach. As a i)ui)lie man
and a politician, it is sufficient to re-

mark, that his Instincts are strongly
llepublican, witliout the element of
partisan bitterness. He possesses

valued friends in all parties, and In
controv(!rsy exhibits tho frankness
and modesty of a true genllem.an.
As a public man. he has accomplished
much fur the advancement of educa-
tion, and tho general welfare of soci-

ety. In all projects to increase tho
nationtil prosperity of the WV^t. he has
been foremost, in private life, he Is


