
TriK GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRAORDINAUY. U
of KiinlUlimcn to submit to tymnny ofiiny lU'scriiitioii

;

nnd iJisscnt such ns our iioHtority will c.vprcF.-', will

b5 on only too sound grounds. I say, Hir, timt this

mnttcr ought not to ho brought forwurd now, when
the country is in a state of tlcpression, ready to catch

-at anything. Itecourse slioulii not ho now hud to

Kt'|irt*3cntathc'institutions ftir Iht iirst tim«', when the

obvious effect is the nccfiilancp hy this ("ohiny of u

confederation which citrries with it direct, immediate,

lYccuniary gain. Few have the self-denial to reject a

bait so invitingly dangleil before rheh* eyes. 'If tlie

Coljnists are to be trusted with Re|irescntativc Insti-

tutions, for the purpose of eifccting po important and

radical a constitutional change, why arc they not to

lie trusted with Uepreseiitative Instituiionsaliogether?

It 13 notorious that the Culony is, irTobahly with

justice, considered by the Imperial Authorities unfit

for full Ilcprescnlative In-ftitutinnsjnnd that a Conncll,

with a predominant ollicial element within it, is the

only fit body to deal with important ipiestions. Yei

this Council is to be ditlerently constituted, and the

liUiniatc terms to be accepted by the jieqplc alone, for

the sole purpo.-e (tf forwarding the cause of ('onfed-

*ration. The wliole scheme for effecting Confederation

I., but a scheme of teuiptntioii very dilhcult to forego,

though it must be ailuiitted recourse is not had to actual

or jjracticitl force and obligation.

I have delivered tuy honest opinion on this mntter,
liheravi atiimiim mram. I fear at groat length. Hut I

Imve spoken according to my conscientious convic-

tions and a sjiirit of the truest loyalty. I am desirous

to promote the interests of the Mritisli Nation ; and I

believe the present movement puts them in great peril.

'I have given you the best proof uf my sincerity. I

have spoken against my own interests, 1 have material

interests in this Colony which will greatly benefit b\

the movement wbicli will ensue from the building of

a Uailroad and a Dock. Tlie interests of friends and
connections who are dciir to mo will be much
benefitted; and those |who know the world tell me
that it would have been better for me if I bad bent
before the storm whirh 1 ennnot avoid : that the

lionou.'s and rewards of my profession are not likely

to bo bestowed upon one who is no friend to a popu-
lar, an Inijierial, and a Canadian movement : but I

c;»nnol act against politicnl conviition. I am Here to

give honest coun<'iI, and I have dune it, come what
may.
The question hns nfiwuys appeiued to nie to be

this :—Confcderati(ui with ICngland wlii'li we have
;

t-'onfederation in its truest sense : Cnnfederation with
all the security of prtileetion, and all the priiJe of self-

government, nou or hereafter to be, when the Colony
shall have popnlaticui and wealth snnicient : <tr(^infed-

eration—or as it should be termed •> Incorporation "

with Canada. Incorporation w ith a country to which
we are lionnd by no naturii!! tic of atfectlon or duly, and
remote in geographical position, and opposed to us
in material interests. Incorporation with ifil the
humiliation of dependence, and to my mincl the cer-

tainty of reaction, agitation, and discontent. Cana<]ii

can never become the n^jtiiftier, the ntUtial iis-^i\'/nef, the
i>ownii\rf Sfrret o/firinl msh/nec of the nlfection and
loyalty which exists between this dependency luid the
Mother Country. I am opposed to the political ex-

tinction (»f this Colony, and its .'subservience to the
will of a majority of the House of Commons

|

at Ottawa, iind tlie ndniinipt''ation of its alTairs,

by ihe political adherents of Canaiiian Statesmen.
I

.nd alt this for what ? For " material benefits," fo. ,

a money consideration, in which the ling of thci

dtrllnr only faintly conceals the clink of the fidtor.'

I am grieved at the mode in which tlic change is

PMUght t(» be etiecleil, and view the burgain iind siile

cd" i»oliticiil independence for ourselves and our
descendaiiis for a few dollars in hand, and a few
dollars in the future, as ernmlly shameful and void.

•Uaihvay or no Ilailwny—consent or no consent

—

the transfer of Legislative power toOituwa, to a place

no remote in distance and in interest, is an injustice

attd a political extravagance which time will most
surely establish.

The Hon. Ma. OkCO.^MuS, Veml).i- for Vict.)rift

I)isti'i(t, then rose and .-iiiid :—Mr I'ri-.-ident, I cou-
gr.itulate yon, Nir, and this Ilon^e upon the uiddc
work (Ml which we are engngrd. We are engaged,
1 iM-Keve, in Natlon-nmkiiig. F*)r nty part I bavi
been engaged In Xation-making for the last twelve
years—ever since I have b'cn engaged in politics in

the Colony. [Hon. Ilegisinir (icneral—" Von have
not nnide a Nation yet."] The Hon. Ilegislrar Oene-
lal says that I have not made a Nati(Hi yet. 1 need
•only, iu reply, quote for hie onlighieiimcnt the old

adage " Rome was not built in a day." [Laughter.]
In the humble part that \ have taken in politics, 1

have ever had one end in Tiew. J havo seen three
Colonies united on the i'acilic tJoast. [Hon. Mr.
Helracken—"Three?"] Ves, three: Htekin, British
Culumhin, ncd Vancouver Island ; and if 1 had had
my way, instead of th« I'nited States owning Alaska,
it would have been Uritisb to-day. -I have advocated
the union of those three (V-lonies*, mid in the union (d*

two of thorn particularly, I have taken a ])rouuneut
part. For many years I have regarded the union of
the Hritish Pacific Territories, and of their consolida-
tion under one Government, ns one of the steps

preliminary to the grand consolidation of the British
Fnipire in North America. I still look upon it in this

light with the pride ami feeling of a native-born
Hritish American. Frnm the time when I first mas-
leredtheinstJtutes of physical and political geography
I could see Vancouver Islund on the Pacific, from my
home on the Atlantic ; and I conld sec a time when
the British Possessions, from the I'nited Siatos boun-
dary to the Arctic Ocean, and extending from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, would be consolidated into
one great Nation.

Sir, n^y political course has been unlike that of
most others in this Colony. Allow mo to illustrate
my meaning by the use of another old adage. .My
course has been that of "beating the hush whilst
others caught the bird," My allegiance has been to
priiiciple, an<l the only reward I have asked or sought
has been to see sound political principles in operation.
Therefore, Sir, I say again that I congratulate you
ami this Ilonourablc House on the noble work* ou
which wc are all trrgaged.

\Vc are here, Sir, hiving (he corner .<5tono of a greot
Nation on the Pacific Coast. When we look at past
history, we find some Nations that date their origin
In the iige of tabic: some have been jtroduced hy
violence, nnd extended their empire by conquest.
Itut we are engaged in building up a great Nation in
the noon-day light of the iiinetccTith century, not by
violence, not by wrong, but I hope. Sir, hy the exer-
cise of thai common sense which the Honourable
gentleman who preceded me called statesmanship.

It was not my intention yesterday to have taken up
the attention of this House with u;'v remarks unlri
wc were in Contmlitee of the Whole, altliongh I havo
taken, for historical purposes, ample notes of the
lebak'. Allusions have, liowevcr, been made during
tiie course of this debate, amongst others (o myself.
I am, therefore, compelled to crave the indulgence of
the House for a lime to set myself right before this
Council itiid the. Country, nnd to add my humhlo
opinion to those nronnd me in favour of the consider-
ation of this question in Committer of the Whole. I
shall support the general principle of Confederution,
[Hear, hoar.] as I have nlways done, if we get to
the discussion of the terms proposed.

First. Sir, let i:ie allude to some of the statements
of the Honourablcs the Attorney (lencral (Mr. Crease-)
and the Chief ('ommissloner of Lands and Works
(Mr. Trutch) and to the Honourable Executive Mem-
ber for Victoria City (Mr. Helmcken.) Sir, I know
something about 'he history of Confederation. Cp
to tlie opening of this Session, Confederation hag
been a pubje<t of agitation. It may inoperly be
divided into several heads : firstly, agitation ; se-
condly, negotiation

; thirdly, inaiignralion : nnd
fourthly, I hope, successful operation. Now. Sir. it

is apparent that every act of mine in reference to
Conlcileratioii. \ip to the time it was announced iu
Karl Cranville"^ dt-^pati Ii, up to the time His i:xcol-
lency the (!(ivernor sent dt)wn his Message— every net
of mine was In the line of agitation. It was with the
view til bring alioul r he consideration of terms with the
Honilniou (it)vcrnnient

; to hear what they would do;
lo bring the question before tlie people, and to
canva-'j its defects and ailvaulages that I for one hdTe
agitated the (juestion. In doing so I have como in
for blows from open enemies and treason from false
political friends. Sir, the era of agitation has now
passeil, nnd we advance to the era of negotiation.
When I heard the Hon. .\tIorney <;eueral.ye-terdny.

Invoking High liciivcn-. and wlieu I heard him ex-
plaining Ihe pf)^;tion of (Uli.lnl .Members upon this
(jnesllon; when I heard him slate that he \\a> nlways
In fav(uir of ContVdtralion. there Hashed acro-s mv
mind <»ne of the pitr^erbs o\ Solomon, whieh I can-
not refrain from repeating: "Such is the way of an
adulterous woman ; sheeatcth and wipelh her mouth
and sailh I have done no wickeilness." [LangbtiT.]
Sir. I respect any Hon. Member wlio will, If he sees
reason to chanu'C his opinion, come dc»wn and frankly
tell the honest truth ; but when an Hon. Member trlM


