
{

ii(P(p-EJT(^IX. 87

nrhich stream they were driven or transported. For

three days before the arrival of the cattle, the

Americans were on short allowance. It is said that

at this second interview of Brant with Gen. Herki-

mer, the latter had taken the precaution to privately

select four reliable men, in case any symptoms of

treachery should be exhibited, to shoot down Brant

and his Chiefs at a given signal, but no occasion to

execute these precautionary measures occurred.

The following anecdote is related of Brant as

occurring in connection with the capture of prisoners

at Cherry Valley. Among the captures made by

him at that place was a man named Yrooman with

whom he had been formerly acquainted. He con-

cluded to give Vrooman his liberty, and after they

had proceeded several miles, he sent Vrooman back

about two miles alone, ostensibly to procure some

birch bark, expecting, of course, to see no more of

him. After several hours Vrooman came hurrying

back with the bark, which the Captain no more

wanted than he did a pair of goggles. Brant said

he sent his prisoner back on purpose to a£ford him


