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This is a fine counlry for nny in<liistrioii.s man, cs|KTialIy with a

j^'rowinj; family. Tlio climate is all one rould wish for \Vm. Aim
W'f arc all pK-ascd with iho coimtry ; it is healthy an<l will adapttil

for farming; and stock raising, and is a hotter eoiintry for

|)coi)le with a little capital than Scotland, especially those

with a ^rowinj; family, as there is always plenty of work. We
have no rej^ret in cominjj John Meil, .Sr., Henry .Meil, John Meil, jr.

This, in my opinion, is the healthiest country in the known world.

There is twelve of us and not one has had a coii^h the whole
winter. Land is j;o( id and stock raising will |>ay well. We
are all in the best of spirits, as we expect a lirit;ht future not

very fnr distant. We do not reyret leaving; the old country,

only wish we had come sooner Wm. Wilson
1 am perfectly satislied with the eountry. Any well-to-do settler

no duuht has a jjood prospect before them, either in farming
or >tock raising, and one of the healthiest countries in the

world Alex. Moore
I have no regret in coming to this country ; I only wish I had come

sooner Thomas Mars
I like the country well, only sorry I did not come sooner John I'aterson

I have no doubt of getting a good living here, and my family have
been healthier than in England ; winter is better able to be
borne than represented . . Wm. Cross

The soil is excellent, crops grow well ; a better country for farming
and stock-raising than England Thomas Prown

I like the country well, and if I went back I would make the people

in Northumberland jealous. I would not stop in England John Dunn

Mr. Charles Ritchie, one of these settlers from Scotland,

soon after his arrival writes to the Orkney Hcndd as follows :

"The country here, so far as I have seen it, far surpasses all my
expectations. The people are kind-hearted and obHging, and very

fond of the new settlers. Everywhere you go the land is good, and
yields fine crops of some sort or other. A great deal of it is pasture,

and that of excellent quality. There are great stretches of good
woods, every kind of wild fruit, and water in abundance, both from

springs and lakes. The cattle here are of a very superior description,

and you can judge of their capabilities when I tell you that one cow
will yield ten pounds of butter in a week, and if I had the money I

could keep a hundred beasts—so far as feed is concerned—part of

the summer and winter. Meat of all kinds is cheaj), labor is well

paid, and tradesmen of all kinds make a comfoi table living. We
have never felt the heat to be uncomfortable, but quite the reverse.

It is, m fact, very agreeable, and we are looking forward to an

abundant harvest. I have twenty acres under crop, and am breaking

more for next year. We are all, as 1 said before, very highly

pleased with our new hoine."

Already three school house.« are being built within a radius

of six miles from Saltcoats, and including the school district

of Saltcoats there are now four districts formed and two
more beinij arranged for.
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