
5« MIDAS AND SON
Deryk laughed and shook his head
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" ""*«=i^s pocKets "
bir Ayhner drummed impatiently on the arm of his chair"But surely I wrote and told you "

"About the smash? I know. Well. I don't suppose she's
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myself responsible for the boy's education, and I've f^ndher a position as companion in the neighbourhood, and there^e must work out her own salvation. Please stick to onething at a time. If she were my daughter, and you gaveher tins necklace. I should forbid her to accept if sowSher father, ,f he were still alive; so would any father To

wnrlH'«"'^ 'T ^i
''"'y ^°°"'^ ^"^ conventional, but theworld s prejudices have to be respected "

Deiyk's lips parted for an impatient rejoinder, but Hath-crly caught his eye and frowned wamingly
"I'm blest if I can see what all the fuss is about," the
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"I don't want there to be any question of my saying whatyou may or may not do, Deryk. I can assure you fhit iwouldn't be considered good form for you to Jve such a

ot'h::';^ "V 'T '^' ""'''' ''''' y°" won't^wastetn'
other thought on the thing. Going back to the other ques-
tion, my father sent me into a profession for which I hadno taste or aptitude; I don't want to repeat that mistake
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'^'' y°" "^^y ^°' y°"'" have to give

considerable time to mastering the first principles of busi-
ness. You re going to inherit a great deal of money "
Deryk s attention had wandered, and he was playin<r with


