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Samily Worship.

“PHE family is the foundation of the

whole soecial structure. It is of Divine
institution, and He who created it gave
directions for the observance of family re-
ligion. Hence we find, all through the
Bible, the patriarchal system, under which
the head of the family became responsible
for the godly uphringing, not only of his
own children, but of every one in his
house.

Burps in his immortal poem, ¢ The
Cottar’s Saturday Night,” has given usa
benutiful and faithful portraiture of the
custom generally prevalent in Scotland in
his time,—

The cheerfu’ supper done, wi’ serious face

They round the ingle form a circle wide;
The sire turns o'er, wi’ patriarchal grace,

The big Ha’-Bible, ance his faither’s pride:
His bonnet reverently is laid aside,

His lyart haffets wearing thin an’ bare;
Those straing that once did sweet in Zion glide,

He wales a portion with judicious care;
And “Let us worship God!” he says, with

[solemn air.

Tlow it is in Scotland now in this respeet
we do not know; and how it is with the
descendants of Scotchmen in Canada, judg-
ing from the tone of the report on the State
of Religion, presented to last General As-
sembly, it seems to be difficult to aseertain,

N

but it Is to be hoped ‘that the references
made to this subject by the committee may
have the effect of inducing many who have
become careless in this regard to realize the
importance and the blessed privilege of
family worship. If the time-honoured
family altar is allowed to fall into decay,
there is reason to fear that family religion
is retrograding too. An esteemed covres-
pondent refers to that part of the above-
named report, which deals with this sab-
ject in substance as follows :—

“ What steps, if any, can be taken to romedy
this sad state of affairs? The Bible is not
read daily in even families of chiurch members!
Why is this so? Is itbecause there is no
course of reading provided? I would ask
vour interest in support of The International
Bible-rcading Association, which prepares and
circulates a selection of passages of Scripture
for every day in the year, intended chiofly to
illustrate the International Sabbath school Lus-
sons, but which may also serve jor family
worship. There are already, some 200,000
members enrolled in this association, of whom
3,000 are in Canada. Specimen copies of the
readings, in English and in French, may be
had on application to Mr. James MacNab,
secretary for Ontario, Bridge street, Toronto,
Ontario.”

Strange to say, The want of timeis &
more common excuse than any other for
the neglect of family worship, and yet a
very little reflection should suffice to con-
vince the busiest of men that a few minutes



