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WINNIPEG, OCTOBER 12, 1848,

THE GRAIN GRADES.

Tho grain committes of tho Winnipeg
board of trade has prepared a very full report.
on the question of the wheat grades, sotting
forth tbe roasons why ths changes in tho
grades as recontly announced by the depart-
ment of inland revenuo, should not be made.
This roport has boeu adupted by tho council
of the board, and secrotary C. N. B3:ll has
gono to Oitawa to press tho matter upon the
dopartment,

The first matter take~ up ia tho report is
the composition of the standards’ beard, and
a very strcug point is mado agaianst the
appointment 2f incompstont persons to this
board. It is pointed ut that the graiuin-
spectors are obliged to pass a rigid oxamina-
tion before thoy can be appuinted, aund that
they must be thoroughly competent persons
tofore they cau fill such a position. It is
nrged that those entruswed with the work of
selecting tha standards to govern isspectors,
should also be reyuired to pass svme examina-
tion to show thsir fituess to perform the
work, This is the strongest point which
rsuld be mado against the preseut siliculous
systom of fixirg tho standards. The in-
spectors are experts in thewr qualifications for
judging grain, yet they are governed by
standardaiseclected by a board composed largely
of incompetent persens. Take, for iustance,
tho standards board appointed for the present
season, and it is duubtful if more than haif a
duezen of the eighteen persuns composing tho
board would be competent to grade wheat.
‘The thing is so absurd that it is hardly
necessary to attempt to «arry tho argument
further. The grain inspectors themselves,
who have an expert krowlodge of the matter,
and who are, moreover officials of the govern-
ment and under heavy bonds to perform their
duties impartially, are ovidently the prcper
persons to select the standairds, il standards
are necessary.

Roference is rext made to tho greatdis-
advantaze which the frequent chavges in the
grades hasbeen to tho grain trade. Daluth
dealers are safo in selling wheat at any time
for future delivery, as their grades are per-
maunent, while thore is always the fear of a
changa in the grades hanging over the
Mauitobs dealer, thus iwaking it unsafe to
sell for future delivery auy length of time
ahead,

Reogardiong the changes now ordered in the
grades, the report recounts the history of the
past fow years in connection with the grades.
In the carlier years the standards were much
higher than they are now, and experienco
demonstrated that the higher standards
wero & loss to both the producer and the
dealer. It required & number of years’ ex-
perieuce to gain o fair knowledge of the
average crop conditions of tho country. This
was at last well understood by the trade, and
tho present standards aro belioved to beas
noar to what is required as can bo made. It
is further pointed out that the farmers were
strongly in favor of reducing the standards

to thoir presont stato, and that tho depart-
mont has evidontly beon misled in supposing
that the farmers desire to roturn t»a high
standard again,

Another strong point is madeinreferringto
tho desirability of keeping our grades closo to
tho Duluth standard, Our grades are alrsady
abovo the Duluth standard, and the
changes aunout.ced would suill further remove
thom from the Duluth stendard.

Altogot.er t very strong ca3a is ma le out,
aud the points are put very clearly,

THE UNITEu STATES MARKET FOR
CATTLE.

The Medicine Hat Times publishes a little
incidont with the object of showing the value
which a free markot in the United States
would be to ur western stock raisers, It
appears that somo steers from a Canadian
rango strayed across the bourdary into the
United States, and wore gathered up and
shipped to Chicago, alung with & lot of cattle
among which they had made their home.
The Times relates tho occurrenco as follow :

* Some time ago eome steers belouging to
Thes, Stephenson, of Forres, strayed south of
the boundary, aud were ultimately found in
the shipmeut of J. H. Green, of Chinvok,
Montana, by the brand inspector, at the
Union stock yards, Chicago. Tho shipmeunt
wag inspected and sold in ©hicago on August
11, and on the 20th the secretary-treasurer of
the Montaua Stock Growers' association fur-
warded to the owner of the steers his check
for their value. The whoiv trausaction was
businesslike on the part of the associat.on,
and very satisfactory to the owner of the
steers, the latter having had, we presuwmne, no
idea of whero his steers had strayed to.

The record of sbipping. seliing, sud the
charges, as furnished in the secertary’sre-
port, show the value of steers on tho raiges
in Montana, and at the stock yards in
Chicago, and we will quote thom herain full.

Suld for account of J. H Green, Chirook,
Mont., by Clay, Robinson & Co., Union stock
yards, Chicago, on August 1ith, 1895, and
purchased by Hammond :

‘Fwo steers, 4380 lbs, ¢ 83.65........ $123 87
Less—Freight............... $18 50
Yardage.. ........... 50
Hay ...... e e 14
Commission............ 160

Shipping charges. ...... 14+ 1528

$108 09

It -vill be seon by these figures the two
steers netted the owner over $54 each. o~
abuut v per cent more than steers are bring-
ing on the ranges in Western Canade. ‘The
price is s0 eminently satisfactory that our
ranchers will be inchined to covet the Chicago
market and wish that all their saleable steors
would drift south of the line, and fall inwo
such good hands as the Moutana Stock
Growery’ association.”’

The price pai! the past two scasors at our
western ranges for shipping cattle has been
10 per head. These two steers, which stray-
ed away and ultimately turr.ed up atChicago.
netted their owner $14 per head morothan the
raling price paid in Cavada. It may bo that
these two steers were vory superior auimals
and were worth more than theaverage export
animal, or it may be that they happened to
strike a very favorable markot. These are
points which should boe taken iuto considera-
tio. ~ While the price realized fur these
steers wouid indicate that the freedom of the
Chicago wmarket would be a great advantage

to our cattlemon. the incidont does not
prove .bat oqually satisfactory results would
bo obteined ac a general rule.

BRAIN GBADES

T} o inland revenue departmont at Ottawa
has ovidently backed down to some extent
regardiug the more radical of the proposed
changas in the Manitoba wheat grades. An
order in-council in tho oflicial Gazoite de-
clares as follows:

No. 1 Manitoba hard wheat shall consist
whally of wheat grown in Manituba ur the
‘Porritories, It shall bo sound and well clean-
od, woighit & not less than sixty.one pounds
to tho bughe! and shall bo composrd of at least
throe-fourths hard red fyfo wheat.

~—Nmn, 2 Mapitoba barl wheat shall consist

wholly of wheat grov.a in Maniwba or the
Territores, It shall bs sound and reasonably
clean, woighing not less than filty-eizht and
one-half rounds to tho bushol, and <hall be
composed of at least two-thirds bard red fyfo
wheat.

No. 1 Manitoba northern wheat shall con-
sist wholly ot wheat grown in Manitota or
tho Territories. It shall be sound and well
cleaned, weighing not less than sixty pounds
to tho bushel and shall be compnsed of at
least fifty por cont hard red fyfo wheat

No wheat whidh has been subjected to
scouripg or brushiog for the removal of smut
or other fungoid growth shall bo incladed in
any of the above mentioned grades.

No.2 Manitoba northern shall weigh 58
pounds, with filty per cent bard red fyfe
wheat.

No. 1 bard white fyfo wheat shall waigh
not less than 60 pounds to the bushel and
contain not Jess than 60 por cent of hard
white fyfe, and not more than twenty-five
per cent of suft wheat.

Spring wheat shall be sound and clean,
woighing not less than sixty pounds to the
bushel.

In tho No. I hard grade, the weight is in-
cressed from GO pounds to 61 pounds per
measured bushel, and the minimum percent-
age of rod fyfo is increased {rom two-thirds
to three fourths.

The only change in the No. 2 hard grade is
an increase of half a pound per bushel in the
weight. It was at first aonounced oy the
department that the weight would bo increas-
ed two pounds, but this met with such strong
opposition that the department has backed
down.

There ars no changes in the other grades.
compared with last year, but the ¢rder pro-
vides that scoured wheat shall not be mixed
in with No. 1 or No. 2 hard or No. 1 northern.
Last year the mixing of scoured wheat was
allowed in all but the No. 1 hard grade. The
new order virtually excludes the mixing of
scoured wheat at all, as it would not be pro-
fitable to mix it ia the lower grades to any
great extent. Scoured wheat will therefore
have to be g0ld on 1ts merits as aseparate
class.

The most objectionable change proposed
was to increase the No.2 hard gradoe to GO
pounds to the measured bushe!, and as this
intention has been dropped, the opposition to
tho proposed changesis to that extent reduced.
There is, however, still strcng opposition to
any of the proposed changes.

R. R. Gallagher, rspresenting S. Green-
shields, Son & Co., Montreal, wholesalodry
goods, i3 again in tae West or a business
trip.



